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The NEW GAYLORD | 


Personally yours, 
regardless of cost 





BARRIS BONANZA 


A custom strike in 
gold and silver 
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Sintered Plates 
for greater power 
reserve, longer life. 


Capiliary Se; 
parator: 
keep plates moist po 
active at all times. 
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al 
No strong acids to ~ 
inside of battery. 
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- use of the extra 
rgin of water reserve. 
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Bonded 10-Year BatTer- 


yes are in daily use 
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Lire-Lonc BATTERIES, with the 
revolutionary new sintere 
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designed for commerci 
industrial use in submarines, 
locomotives, steamships and 
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i “know how” and 
methods have 
uced their costs to the level 
of ordinary lead acid batteries, 
making them available to the 
motoring public. 
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New Type Conde 
mser Vent 
Preserve water Ara mrge 


y 
condensing vapors. 


10 YEAR BONDED 
FACTORY 

The Longest & Strongest Battery Guarantee 
Lire-LONnc BatTTERY 15 guaranteed for more years any battery 
e market. The ten-year bonded guarantee ssued and backed 
5 honored by any one of Lire-Lonc’s 20,000 dealers 
throughout the United States. As a further protection to the buyer, the 
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| GASOLINE 


Easy to clean Increases 


engine life 


Neyer needs Reduces friction 


replacing 


End Filter Replacement FOREVER! 


Cannot channel Filters out all dirt Traps moisture 
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Rigid double-cone 
construction 











1. Eliminates Engine Acids 

2. Traps Damaging Moisture WS 
Saves engine 3. Filters all the Dirt Screens out 

4. Reduces Friction 


Unconditionally 


guaranteed 
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with Revolutionary New Type 


Cftéeo BRONZE 


OIL FILTER 


. Saves the Detergents 


WHY GIVE YOUR ENGINE HALF-WAY PROTEC- 
TION? The Micro Bronze permanent all-metal 
filter with the built-in acid neutralizer is the 
world’s first filter that guards against all five 
engine enemies: Acids, abrasives, friction, mois- 
ture and sludge. 

Made of solid but porous-everlasting sintered 


U.S. Patent App. 
No. 464498 
























THE SINTERED METALS SECRET... Before World 
War II, the Germans discovered how to fuse 
microscopic balls of metal into solid but porous 





Saves detergents 





Unaffected by 
pressure 






Efficient at all 
temperatures 
























= ll bronze, the Micro Bronze Filter screens out all form. Following the war, this secret was ~~ i 
. pnt _ and re bay om available to American industry and we've | 
smal e . ° TN — | 
Easy to install of them on the head ae pin!). The Micro Bronze magncation of a ig se ne _ Fits all cars | 
positively cannot channel or blow up... oper- nr | 
engine ates efficiently at all temperatures...never “NO rf XTRA CHARGE FOR 
easier, pom = — needs replacing, merely occa- FULL FLOW MODELS ZO 
40% ‘a . 
equip- SAVES OIL CHANGES... SAVES DETERGENTS. mt gs = oY eae Sak tania Se 
Your oil is good for at least 10,000 miles witha “™ _— y . ng flow 
ses an Saves oil Micro Bronze Filter. All the valuable additives ™0dels. Easy to install, never needs changing. Eliminates acid 
are kept in, not soaked up and wasted by the Micro Bronze Filter Housing $9.95 for all cars 
filter, You never need buy another replacement With no filter equipment (does not include ele- 
pack as long as you live! Used with modern ment). Use the easy-order coupon now. 
detergent oils, Micro Bronze will add thousands A 
wwe of miles to engine life, help prevent loss of Chto BRONZE FILTER CORP. 
sa engine power, save costly oil changes, pack 11766 West Pice Boulevard, Les Angeles 64, Califernia * Cable Address: MICRONZE 
+ ? 
over Pn eee See FILTERS THE DIRT BUT NOT THE DETERGENTS 
ae DOES YOUR PRESENT FILTER PASS THE~‘ACID” : 
TEST? If you have a Micro. Bronze Filter with } Micro Bronze Filter Corp., Dept. MT-125 
pr the built-in Acid Neutralizer, your engine is : 11766 W. Pico Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 
‘one getting the full protection it needs! In a simple Please ship the following at once 
test you can easily make yourself, the Micro 
Bronze special element completely neutralizes O Conversion unit $6.95 (including all full-flow models) 
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Bullt-in acid 
neutralizer 


acids in 60 seconds! 


DISTRIBUTORS WANTED 


/e are receiving orders from-all over the world for the amazing Micro 
‘onze Filter, and are setting up exclusive distributorships to handle 
ur rapidly growing dealer organization. Write, wire or phone. 


0 Micro Bronze Housing Unit (Needed where car does not now 






have filter) $9.95 (does not include element) 


Enclosed is $ 
to your door. 





MAKE, MODEL & YEAR CAR 


full price. Factory pays all shipping costs 
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FAILURE-PROOF 
IGNITION 


Wanta Start 
Sumpin 7 


Be sure you have aDSM 


Yes, be sure you have a D S M to insure 
an easy engine start, a good idle and top 
performance through all ranges. 

The economies D S M provides are important 
too, as they return your investment over 
and over again. 

Many drivers write us regarding the extra 
life they have experienced in Spark Plugs, 
Batteries, Starters and even Engine Life due 
to the efficient engine performance provided 
by D S M installation. 

So when you “Wanta Start Sumpin,’’ be it 
car, truck, marine or stationary engine be 
sure you have.a D S M, universal for all 
gasoline engines. 


AVAILABLE IN 6 VOLT OR 12 VOLT 


Free literature upon request 





ENJOY THE LUXURY OF 
COMPLETE D S M IGNITION 


COILS—CONDENSERS—DUAL POINTS 
Precision made and backed by DSM 








DSM ELECTRIC 
COMPANY 


6209 Hamilton, Detroit 2, Michigan 
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ROAD TEST: 
566 LINCOLN... vecbinsoraeecoiaqresosenseccA Git SUNG am 
Longer, lower Lincoln bids for new ‘ 
recognition in prestige car field. 
FEATURES 
JAGUAR’S NEW ee Pees bectancliesceh Utatinecicacldeaiecsssce esate 1 
ONE FOR THE MON ieithst pliednecsnecdesssdt oe aa 


The Gaylord car is a icecream sr in “highest _ 
price class. 
DRIVING AROUND WITH WALT WORON.......00..0.0.2000.02.00.2-000-+- 
Evaluating the Mercedes-Benz luxury-sports car. 
Be Te I onan eco csca cscs scntscaceccesnicéuencsse Bill Babbitt 
Cadillac Le Mans makes rich strike in silver 
and gold. 
Ee ee Ce NY on 5 onic ini cccsnessnsicncescscasaotacnasnsicssnccecsenapsnsial 
Pe I Td on cad psachcabcacunsncennsocbsneviniunsedos sah 
Rec I sc bc anndniccsaupolaDlocbabdocsntondicendsoaucssadecteas L) 
NEXT REVIVAL: THE FASTBACK.. elaiadcnctibate spud 
a own cashdtnestensdsipasatinasbdiasnscboenssneniccusocsesectdl 
Oo en aco npse sand ngstneniptckeacnns 
C’EST SI BON—CITROEN 
Exciting new DS-19 unveiled at Paris Salon. 


THE COVER hey’ 


If ’56 is known as the year of the big facelift, it could well be than he ne 
to the Olds 98 4-door Holiday; if it’s called the year of the $10,000 

car, much credit will go to the new Gaylord; or the Barris Cadillac 
Le Mans may qualify it as the year of the custom. Top to bottom 
photo by GM Photographic, rendering by Brooks Stevens, photo b 
Trend’s Bob D’Olivo. 
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The hot one’s even hotter s 
°*56 Chevrolet 




















's the new 1956 Chevrolet—with 
bold new Motoramic styling ... 
sky new models ... more of the 
lynamite action that's zoomed its 
ay into America's heart! 














hey’re here—and even hotter! That’s the word on 


ood he new ’56 Chevrolets. 


dillae 
ottom 
to b 


ae 


[hey offer new higher horsepower—ranging up to a 

op of 205! This is the car, you know, that smashed 

he Pikes Peak record! That’s proof of the kind of per- 

Mormance that puts more safety and fun in your 
iriving. 








iAnd look at that sassy new Motoramic styling—the 
ower, longer hood, the bold new front-end and 
a weeping chrome. See the new flaired fender openings 
nd high-fashion taillights. (The left-side taillight 
vsimsethides the gas cap!) 














he fun’s at your-Chevrolet dealer’s. So, why wait? 
.. Chevrolet Division of General Motors, Detroit 2, 
Michigan. 





Metal Part 


Automotive engineers have discovered that the corrosive sul- 
phuric acid produced by fuel combustion is the greatest cause 

engine wear. Your car engine produces an average five gallons 
of powerful sulphuric acid annually! It eats away at smooth 
meta! surfaces, forms sludge and carbon, causing gradual power 
loss and increased gas and oil consumption. 
FOR A CLEANER, MORE EFFICIENT ENGINE * Now you can pre- 
vent this damaging acid action with a simple, inexpensive crank- 
case drain plug—the new Reacror- Pruc. The Reactor Pruc 
embodies a metal catalyst which destroys all engine acids! 

Tue Reactor Prue also features a powerful, permanent Mag- 
aoe a SS y= -t~ damaging 
— ic vings, chips 

rmally resulting Se en Nn ONLY 

saves GAS, Ol AND REPAIRS * With | 243 
— re: metal abrasives removed —~ aaa 

e oi ur engine runs smoother an 
more Gficiently for thousands of = for all makes and 
trouble-free miles. Sludge, varnish and models of cars. 
carbon deposits caused by acids do not 
form around piston rings, valves, spark 
plugs and other parts. You enjoy greater 
gasoline economy and increased horse- 
power, plus savings on engine repairs and 
overhauls. A Reactor Piuc can save you j 
literally hundreds of dollars during the 


life of your car or truck! Drain Plug 


pong edupment 
Check These Reactor Plug Advantages | WS; sy Scids or 
itreys engine acids. thousands of trap metal particles. 
le-free miles te 
intered G.E. Ainico ine life. rf 
_ cilusable longer. | °!! leaks. 





) Costs less — only . 
9 for all makes Coote Ping Os Sie 
models of cars. wire “tail” which 
could break loose 

Easily installed | in or become caught in 
seconds when oil connecting rods. 
Costs more than the 
superior REACTOR 
PLUG. 








MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Install a Reactor Pruvc at your next oil 

change. Try it at least 30 days (or until 

your following oil change). If you don’t 

notice the difference in engine power . 

and all-arcund performance ...if you po prin LA od 
aren't completely satisfied, return your element, but does 
Reactor Prue for a full refund. not have magnet to 
trap metal particles. 
Costs more than the 





SEALERS WANTED! Exclusive protected terri- 











superior REACTOR 
PLUG. 





tories. Write or wire today. 


REACTOR DRAIN PLUG CO., Dept. MT.-125 
11766 W. Pico Bivd., Les Angeles 64, Calif. 
Please ship immediately by return postpaid mail 
Reactor Prucs @ $2.49 each on money-back guarantee. 
Check, cash or money order enclosed. 
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ADDRESS. 





cITy. 
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EDITORIAL 


Our ‘56 Road Test Program 


T SEEMS APPROPRIATE to announce, even with a bit of 
fanfare, that this issue does more than mark the end of a 
great automotive year; it launches us on our 1956 road test pro- 
gram and the start of another great year. Each year this becomes 
a more ambitious undertaking for us, what with our sincere 
desire to test as many cars as possible thruout the year and to 
make our reports increasingly more accurate. We find that more 
and more people quote from our road tests; when they do, we 
want to be certain that they are at least within the normal 
frailty of human judgment. 

You will find the Ist of this year’s road test articles on page 
48. We'd also like to point out something that to most of you 
will be fairly obvious, but which is nevertheless occasionally 
overlooked. This write-up of the 1956 Lincoln is a road test, 
and as such discusses with much thoroughness the accurate accel- 
eration figures obtained, the car’s fuel economy, braking ability, 
ease of handling, roadability, comfort, style, and livability. It 
took a good number of days and the racking up of lots of miles 
to arrive at the conclusions we came to before publishing this 
article. We don’t think a road test can be made any other way. 

That’s why, incidentally, we have always been careful to label 
anything short of this a “driving impression.” To us, a driving 
impression is what you get from driving a car a few miles, a 
few ‘hours, or even over a longer time, provided you don’t get 
accurate test figures (most of the time the best we'll have is 
a stopwatch, checking it against the speedometer—both of which 
lie). You'll note that we’re now using a coined word (our own) 
to describe driving impressions coupled with new car reports— 
“drivescriptions.” That word will become more and more fa- 
miliar to you, the more you read MOTOR TREND. 


Progress—By a Giant Step 


OR OVER 20 YEARS, the Citroen has been France’s main 
contribution to the advancement of the world of motordom. 
At the time of its introduction, it figuratively knocked the world 
on its ear. But, as each year slipped into history, Citroen had less 
and less on other manufacturers, for the design remained static. 
In the postwar years an annual event has been a rumor to the 
effect that Citroen is shortly to announce a fantastic new car. 
Each year came—and went—but still no new Citroen (except 
the mini-2-CV ). A month or so ago we began to hear very per- 
sistent rumors, then news of a stockholder’s meeting, then L’Auto 
Journal \et the secret out of the bag—Citroen had done it! 
You would think with all this buildup that the car might be 
a disappointment, but to us it most assuredly is not. No matter 
how blasé you sometimes get about new cars, with all the in- 
novations when one like this car (see page 64) comes along, 
you are bound to get excited. We certainly are! 


Litterbugs or Litterhags? 


ALIFORNIA recently passed an antilitterbug law to cut down 

on the amount of trash that blemishes its otherwise beauti- 

ful highways, costing the taxpayers of 3 southern counties some 
$5 million annually to clean it up. Why doesn’t some enterpris- 
ing (and civic-minded) oil company give away a litterbag to 
each customer when he comes in for gas (and dump it for him 


the next time ) ? 
—wWalt Woron 








BABY BROTHER 

of the Jaguar Mark 

VII made its debut at 
London’s Earl's Court 
show in late October. 
It is low-built and much 
more compact than the Mark VII, yet still has 
ample room to seat 5 people comfortably. 

The new 2.4-Liter, Gordon Wilkins writes 
us, was actually scheduled for marketing a 
year ago, but was delayed until additional 
manufacturing facilities were completed to 

cope with the expected demand. 

Unit body-chassis construction—as on Nash 
and Hudson, and some new '57 models—has 
resulted in 4 major benefits: less space, 
weight, and construction costs, and more 
rigidity over conventional assemblies. Objec- 
tionable road noise and rumble are often ex- 
perienced with unit construction, but research 
has reduced them to a minimum. A large part 
of noise reduction is accomplished by mount- 
ing the entire front suspension and steering 
assembly on a separate crossmember, which is 
connected to the body by rubber V-blocks. 
Also mounted in rubber are 2 torque arms 
with slight up-and-down flexibility to absorb 
torsional vibrations. 

Suspension is conventiona! except for canti- 
lever rear springs, which require no anchor 


JAGUAR 


point behind the rear axle, leaving lots of 
room for the gas tank and spare tire under 
the trunk floor. ~ 

The 112-horsepower engine of the 2.4-Liter 
is a change of pace from the long-stroke 
Mark VII to the short-stroke, oversquare 
school. It has a bore of 3.26 inches and a 


3-inch stroke, amounting to 151 cubic inches 
(a Ford 6 has 223). The engine has 6 cylin- 
ders, with chain-driven twin overhead cam- 
shafts. Combustion chambers are hemispheri- 
cal and carburetors are dual downdraft Solex; 
compression ratio is 8 to l. A satisfactory 
4-cylinder engine was tested, but for smoother 
running (and more USS. sales?) the 6-cylin- 
der engine was chosen. The 2.4-Liter’s engine 
has the same bore, bearing sizes, valves, valve 
gear, and cylinder heads as the XK engines, 
all of which reduces cost of production. It 
also simplifies, and should make much less 
frequent, the parts and repair situation. The 
engine block, of course, is lower because >of 
the shorter stroke. The 4-speed synchromesh 
gearbox is the same as the larger Jaguars. 

Brakes are self-adjusting Lockheed hy- 
draulics with a vacuum servo. They have con- 
ventional leading and trailing shoes, but use 
a bigger piston for the trailing shoe to equal- 
ize the braking effort between the 2 

The new car is 16 inches shorter than the 
Mark VII, with a 108-inch wheelbase. Width 
is lessened by 6 inches and height is down 
by 54 inches. Shoulder room across the 2 
front seats is 56 inches, in the rear, 55. 

On both models the engine is polished and 
finished the same as the other Jaguar models. 
Interior finish hasn’t been skimped. The up- 


The 2.4-liter engine of the new Jaguar cub has a 
low silhouette that makes the plunging hood under- 
standable. Nearly all components are like Mark VII 


Paradoxic new 2.4 should catch on here if price is 
right. Small 6 will be lively but economical; car's 
compactness belies roomy seats, excellent interior 


GORDON WILKINS 


holstery is leather and the interior woodwork 
is polished walnut veneers. 

The export-model 2.4 is equipped with 
heater, tachometer, electric clock, cigarette 
lighter, center armrest in the back seat, twin 
foglights, windshield washer and enameled 
exhaust manifolds. 





(ADVERTISEMENT) 


McCulloch 
Supercharger 


John Thompson 


Interesting thought came to me the other 
day! In general, the price of a McCulloch 
supercharger installed- runs approximately 
10% of the price of a new car. But you're 
buying 40% more horsepower! Pretty good 
bargain in performance, I'd say! 


Of course you can do it an unusual way. Take 
the 54 Buick-Corvette owned by Fisher Buick 
here in Los Angeles. It has a McCulloch su- 
percharged ‘55 Buick Century engine! Gregg 
Bussjaeger reports 0-60 in “less than 6 seconds 
with a top of 130 to 135.” This is with a 
Buick variable-pitch transmission and a Chevy 
rear end. Car will do 95 mph in low range! 


Speaking of Buick, reminds me I was going 
to give some comparative acceleration data 
in this column. So here goes: 

Year and Make 0-60 Stock 0-60 Superchgd. 
‘55 Buick Century 9.8 sec. 6.9 sec. 

‘55 Ford (Fordomatic) 12.5 sec. 8.4 sec. 

‘55 Chevy (Powerglide) 12.3 sec. 8.2 sec. 

‘55 Lincoln Capri 12.4 sec. 8.3 sec. 

‘55 Olds (Super 88) 10.6 sec. 7.2 sec. 

‘55 Cadillac (62 Series) 10.0 sec. 7.0 sec. 

‘55 Chrysler 300 9.6 sec. 6.4 sec. 
Four new McCulloch supercharger distribu- 
tors join the list this month. Jim Rathmann 
Inc., 3201 N.W. 17th Street, Miami, Florida 
(Jim’s name should be familiar to you who 
follow the Indianapolis “500.”); Speedway 
Motors, 1719 N. Street, Lincoln, Nebraska; 
Contractors Supply, 1728 Walnut, Kansas 
City, Kansas; Randall Accessories, 1000 N.W. 
10th St., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. See 
them for McCulloch supercharger sales and 
service if you're in their area. 


Three new McCulloch supercharger kits are 
ready at this writing. These fit the new V-8 
Chevrolet Corvette, the '°55 Plymouth V-8, 
and the V-8 Chevy pick-up truck. 

You might ask, “Who wants to supercharge 
a pick-up truck?” Well, some like to “heat 
up” the “pick-up” just like any other model. 
Most supercharged pick-ups, however, are 
used in the mountains. With McCulloch su- 
percharging, a pick-up (or any car) keeps its 
normal power at altitude. You'd be surprised 
how many McCulloch superchargers were sold 
last summer to guys who haul heavy loads 
up and down mountain grades. Extra pulling 
power is their big reason for buying. 
“Smitty” Weeks, our Fresno dealer, has 
been putting McCulloch superchargers on 
boats for 2 years now with excellent results. 
Most have been V-8 automotive engine con- 
versions so standard kits have fit perfectly. 
“Smitty” feels that almost any small marine 
engine can be supercharged easily. 

If you want real performance and 40 to 50 
per cent more horsepower, you want a McCul- 
loch supercharger. Drop me a line telling me 
the make and year of your car, the type car- 
buretor, and if you have a power kit or other 
power accessories. I'll send you complete 
prices and details on the McCulloch kit that 
fits your car. Write to John Thompson, Pax- 
ton Products. Div., McCulloch Motors Corp., 
827 West Olive St., Inglewood, Calif. 
NEXT MONTH: First data on McCulloch 
supercharged '56 Ford and Plymouth. 
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The De Luxe | 


ARNOLT-BRISTOL 


2-Litre Sports Car 


Up hills—around curves—on the 
straightaway—in traffic—wherever 
you go—the fast acceleration and 
superb cornering and braking qual- 
ities of this powerful American- 
designed sports car with British 
engine and chassis and Italian body 
will constantly amaze and delight 
you! A car that is safe and “‘for- 
giving” of human driving errors. 
Test-drive it today! 


1955 VICTORIES 
The Arnolt-Bfristol has repeatedly 
demonstrated its superior perform- 
ance by winning victory after vic- 
tory in major 1955 racing events, 
including: Sebring, Florida, Ist, 
2nd and 4th places in Class E, 
Modified. Ist, 2nd and 4th places in 
Series Production Class 7. Winner 
of the Sebring Race Team Trophy 
Prize and the SPORTS ILLUS- 
TRATED Trophy for Production 
Car Team Index of Performance. 
(The Arnolt-Bristol Team was the 
only team to finish intact). Elkhart 
Lake, Wisconsin, 2nd, 4th and 5th 
places in Class E, Modified. Santa 
Barbara, California, Ist, 4th and 
5th places in Series Production 
Class E. Watkins Glen, New York, 
2nd, 3rd and 4th places in Class E, 


Modified. 
Bolide Model. $4,245.00 


Includes complete tour‘ng equipment 


De Luxe Model... 4,995.00 
See the 
ARNOLT-BRISTOL 
NOW AT— 


CHICAGO: 153 East Ohio Street 

DETROIT: 15201 Kercheval 

NEW YORK CITY: 505 Park Avenue 

OYSTER BAY, Long Island, N.Y.: 
Berry Hill Road at South Street 

ST. LOUIS: 273 DeBaliviere Ave. 

ROSWELL, New Mexico: 1600 So. 


Main Street 
LOS ANGELES: 9830 W. Pico Bivd. 
SAN FRANCISCO: 1529 Van Ness Avenue 
For illustrated brochure 12 MT write 


S. H. ARNOLT, INC. 
415 EAST ERIE STREET 
CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 





THE 


| announcing a highway conference, 
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REVELATIONS 


PER MINUTE 


AMERICA’S ECONOMY—1975 


“AMERICANS IN 1975 will work 6 fewer 
hours each week and be paid 25 per cent 
more for their labors. Weekend drivers bent 
on making the most of their added leisure 
will find the open road crowded with 80 
million passenger cars in contrast to today’s 
50 million. The nation’s population will hit 
an all-time peak of 213 million. California 
will replace New York as the most popu- 
lous state.” These predictions of the U.S. 
economy in 1975 represent the composite 
views of such leading business spokesmen as 
L. L. Colbert, president of Chrysler Corp., 
Arthur O. Dietz, president of C.1.T. Financial 
Corp., and M. J. Rathbone, president of 
Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey. 

Their forecasts of the essential character 
of America 2 decades hence are but part of 
a broader picture sketched by a representa- 
tive cross-section of prominent American 
business leaders, whose ventures into proph- 
ecy are soon to be sealed for 20 years in the 
corner-stone of a new office building under 
construction in Elizabeth, N.J., for Funda- 
mental Investors, Inc. 

Following are excerpts from 
forecasts in the stone: 

L. L. Colbert: “In 1975 there may well 
be in the neighborhood of 80 million pas- 
senger cars in use, as compared with 50 mil- 
lion today. By 1975; the 2-car family could 
very well be in the majority, and a sizable 
proportion of car-owning families will have 
more than 2 cars. The representative cars of 

1975 may be powered by engines radically 
different from the piston engine as we know 


individual 


| it today, tho many cars with conventional 
| piston engines will still be on the road. By 


that time, it is even conceivable that auto- 
mobiles will be powered by nuclear energy.” 

M. J. Rathbone: “Atomic energy should be 
meeting a share of our energy needs (by 
1975) but the share seems likely to remain 


| a minor one in our total energy picture.” 


THE HIGHWAY PROBLEM 


NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE DEAL- 
ERS ASSN. will seek unity among all auto- 


| motive and allied groups on a single method 
| for financing a Federal-aid highway —>. 


NADA President Frank Yarnall stated, 

that an 
industry-wide position should aid legislators 
in getting a highway bill thru Congress next 
year. The conference, he said, was being 


| called to get unity of the various automotive 
| groups in working toward this goal. 


In calling the meeting, NADA is not back- 
ing any particular method of financing roads 


| to the exclusion of all other methods. “We 


are interested only in results,’ Mr. Yarnall 


| stated, adding that an industry-wide stand on 


paying for roads will be backed by new-car 


| and truck retailers all over the nation. 


BRAKES IN FLOODS 


BRAKE EXPERTS of Raybestos-Manhattan, 
Inc., have issued advice to car owners whose 
cars get caught in high waters in the hurri- 
cane region along the coast or flood waters 
elsewhere in the country. They warn that 
brake linings soaked in mud or silt must be 
replaced. There is nothing that can be done 
to make such linings usable. Other destructive 
elements which are often found in flood 
waters are grease, oil and sewage. The excep- 


tion in storm damage is brake lining that 
been soaked by clean rainwater. It can 
saved by the following steps: 

1. While driving at 20 mph, put yoy 
foot on the brake pedal lightly for 10 secon& 
2. Release the brake for a minute 
then repeat until the brakes stop smooth 
The specialists also warn that infe 
grades of brake lining won't recover the 
friction quickly because poor-grade b 

lining absorbs too much water. 


ARGENTINE V8 


NOT CONTENT with disposing of Pe 
and acquiring equipment with which 
manufacture the expatriated Kaiser, Argep 
tina’ distinguished itself in 1955 by int 
ducing (at the Paris show) a new Fibergla) 
car. With an oversquare, 115-hp V8 unde 
its hood, it closely parallels the power of 
the Kaiser, but weighs only 2646 pounk 
dry. It has a 103-inch wheelbase and ; 
Polaroid wraparound windshield. 


NEW GUIDE HEADLIGHT 


GENERAL MOTORS’ Guide Lamp Division 
has devised new headlights that can be fo 
cused in broad daylight without the need of 
a screen, large space, or expensive equipment 
The new lights (called Guide T-3 Safety Aim 
Sealed Beam Headlamps) are of the typ 
(Jan. 55 MT) that provide greater low-beam 


seeability with less glare. The big feature if 
the new aiming device for quick service. Th 
aimer mounts on 3 glass guide points (at 
rows) on the lens and the beam is easi 
focused thru a system of adjustment screwy 
and levels. Guide Lamp says the whole in 
stallation and aiming job can be completed in 
8 minutes. The unit is approximately $15. 


PLYMOUTH PREVIEW FOR RODDERS 


SOME 3 WEEKS before the public intro 
duction date, Plymouth Division took its new 
'56 V8 engine to Great Bend, Kan., whe 
members of the National Hot Rod Assai 
were gathered for the National Championship 
Drag Races. Plymouth engineers were on 
hand to discuss the new engine with th# 
rodders and conduct a Safety-Performanc 
Clinic for contestants. Said Plymouth Presi 
dent John P. Mansfield, “We feel it is high 
ly appropriaté that we let the members of 
this association, 
car performance, take the Ist look at o 
all-new high-efficiency engine.” 

Plymouth was not alone in supporting @ the 
event. They as well as Dodge, DeSoto, Ch 
ler, Mercury, and Nash. awarded new V8 e 
gines to the owner of the fastest car similar 
equipped. What better prize could a 
rodder wish for? 





who are so concerned with 


M 











OBTAIN EVEN BETTER RESULTS FROM YOUR CHEVROLET V-8 WITH 
THE IGNITION SYSTEM DESIGNED FOR HIGH PERFORMANCE ENGINES 


The Magspark Transformer derives it name from the Magneto. It produces a 
Magneto spark, long acclaimed by engineers as the best ignition ... You can 
have the Magspark Transformer and Magspark Distributor installed on your 
engine. You will then have a complete Mallory Ignition System which will give 
you the best performance that is in your engine . . . You can also use this 
revolutionary Magspark Transformer with the standard distributor that is on 
your engine, by installing a Mallory Magspark Distributor Conversion in your 
distributor. This is a simple installation which is less expensive and will give 
you a Magneto type spark from your own distributor ... A Magspark System 
is available for practically all makes and models of engines . . . Ask your 
dealer ... Or write today for complete data on the Magspark System. 





MALLORY ELECTRIC CORPORATION—12416 CLOVERDALE AVE.—DETROIT 4, MICH. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON 





by Don MacDonald 

















































Worth waiting for is Ford’s Fairlane 4-door hardtop, which should be generally available s ortly after 
the ist of the year. Top is lower than on ‘55 models. Mechanical specifications are same as other Fords 












The ‘56 T-Bird retains every styling feature that made it so popular (16,000 units sold) last year, plus 
a dash of Continental with its new outside-mounted spare. Dual exhaust outlets have moved down into the 
bumper tips and ventilation is better with flipper windows and air doors in the front fenders. Grille and 
instrument panel remain unchanged. Top engine is a 312-cubic-inch, 225-horsepower one with 9.1 fo 1 
compression ratio. It is available only with Fordomatic; overdrive-equipped Birds have a mandatory 8.4 
to 1, and if you want a 3-speed transmission, you have to take a smaller (292-cubic-inch) engine. If would 
seem as tho Ford is deliberately discouraging the racing of Thunderbirds, which may be just as well. In 
spite of various racing successes, they aren't designed for this purpose, as Ford has always pointed out 
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DETROIT _i.. 


CONSUMER CREDIT of course i 


SALES MANAGERS and bankers tha 
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rent 
Wh 
may 
is at 
Stat 
ing 

coul 
Bur: 
witl 





Sixty PER CENT of you who bough 
new cars this year bought them 9 
credit. You are clearly in the majority yy 
and your faith in your own and yo 
country’s future has created a new wy 
of life. You are staking an average 9 
$62.31 per month for the next 251 EIT’ 
them that your income will at least sty sale: 
the same if not grow, and at the endd ahes 
that time you will be the sole owner og *S 


forv 
met: 


an empty coupon book and a still seng PUY 
iceable automobile. mea 
ever 


ACCORDING TO STATISTICS, you time 
thoughts will have turned to trade-in@ tion 
few months before the bank (or finance char 
company ) has entirely relinquished if Ford 
equity. Altho the paper work is some] age 
what more complicated, a salesmag pany 
worth his salt can show you that any J. F 
time after the first 9 months or so, youg abou 
standard brand car will make the dowg per 
payment on a new one in a similar pridl mor 
class, and there will be enough lel ance 
over to pay off Simon Legree. 
















volves many more things besides 
Your biggest debt is probably owed 


your house, and regular installment pay (lat 
ments range on down to include up? 
$2.50 per week on that set of encyclo§ the 
pedias. Nevertheless, autos on timg™ men 
(new and used) account for 5 per cen stati 
of “disposable” income in the Uniteg the 
States today. This is up 2 percentagg his 
points from the pre-war level, and wom isn’t 
ries the Federal Reserve Board enoug§ driv 
for it to encourage loud official alarum§ line 
and scarums. pens 
the 
IS THIS WRONG? Government bur = 
crats, immersed in figures that are car 
solescent by the time they are tabulated yoy 
seem to think so. At any rate, they ance 


no harm in sponsoring current newsf 
er headlines calculated to frighten y 
into slowing down. This much is a re 
tively honest warning, based on past et 
perience from civil servants who af 
about as political as an algebraic equa } 
pes! byic actic 
tion. On the sidelines, stirring the soup a 
are the real politicians temporarily ow ;. 
bill 
of office. 


any 


subs 
repo 
pan: 
they 


we have interviewed don’t seem to 
worried. To paraphrase Harlow Curtic 
no recession is in their vision. One pres 









ident of a leading company with whom 
we talked but who prefers to remain 
anonymous says: “You can’t base cur- 
rent thinking on the pre-war economy.” 
What he left unsaid is that a new (or 
maybe old) and little-understood force 
is at work on the economy of the United 
States today. The national income dur- 
ing a recession (if any) of tomorrow 
could exceed the prosperity of today. 
Bureaucratic statistics haven’t caught up 
with the fact that our capitalistic system 
. § is very dynamic in nature. It appears, 
MAjOHNE for our lifetimes at least, to be moving 
forward with the exuberance of an arith- 
metical progression. 


HER MONEY LENDERS nor 
sales managers have to worry as far 
ahead as our lifetimes. Therefore the 
Ist is anxious to make it convenient to 
buy the other’s product. This does not 
mean that rules of good business will 
ever be thrown aside. Between press- 
time and December 22 neither the na- 
tade-ing@ tional nor probably your income will 
r finan@ change perceptibly. If you buy a new 
if Ford on that day arid act like the aver- 
is some§ age buyer has been acting, that com- 

















salesmag pany’s market research manager Robert 
hat anf j. Eggert tells us that you will pay 
SO, yOug about 35 per cent down and only one 
he dowd per cent of you will be able to get 


lar pri] more than 36 months to pay off the bal- 
@ ance. The stringent days of Korean-war- 
born Regulation W (remember?) re- 
quired only 14 down. 


SPOT A LOOPHOLE in the argument? 
Is it that Regulation W stipulated 15 
(later relaxed to 18) months to settle 
up? You have a point, but let’s look at 
the facts. Bob Eggert heads a depart- 
ment that keeps accurate and up-to-date 
statistics about most all Fords sold on 
the cuff. His only motive is to guide 
his management, so let’s face it, he 
isn’t trying to kid us or them. You 
drive out of the showroom in a Custom- 
line sedan, a personal catastrophe hap- 
pens an hour later and you have to sell 
the car in a hurry. Figures based on an 
average of auction prices show that the 
car will be worth at least as much as 
you owe on it. You'll lose, but the fin- 
ance company won't. 


AN OCCURRENCE LIKE THIS is not 
normal, but we use it to illustrate a basic 
principle of credit as extended today. If 
your personal catastrophe happens at 
any time during the period of the trans- 
action up to and including 36 months, 
you will always be able to settle your 
bill (and in addition, stand to lose a 
substantial equity) showld.the car be 
rs tha tepossessed. Obviously, the finance com- 

to bf pany’ trusted you in the Ist place or 
Curticg they wouldn’t have loaned you the mon- 





ey, but even if you are J. P. Rockefeller 
himself, reputable lenders will rarely 


gtant an auto loan so shaky that your’ 


lack of equity might make it convenient 
for you to forget about it. 


THE COME-ON GIMMICKS of $5 
down, 48 months to pay represent an 
infinitesimal percentage of credit trans- 
actions on autos today. Every town has 
at least one dealer who advertises such 
terms, but try and get them! If you do, 
you will pay thru the nose in high-risk 
interest charges. It's “high-risk” because 
regardless of your good intentions and 
past reputation, the catastrophe could 
happen and the car is not worth what 
you Owe on it. 


WE SERIOUSLY WONDER what all 
the noise is about. First of all, those who 
try to sell automobiles today (including 
Cadillacs) strictly on product merit are 
barking up a dead tree. It is a business 
demanding more carnival atmosphere 
than theater, cosmetics or politics. 


A SET RETAIL PRICE for a new auto- 
mobile is extinct. There is packing to 
allow for inflated trade-ins, discounts, 
merchandise premiums, ad infinitum. 
Yet, no dealer can swing a deal with a 
reputable lending institution where the 
customer finances the car for more than 
it’s worth when driven out of the show- 
room. Few dealers want to, for in many 
cases they must co-sign the note. Few 
want to risk losing your repeat business. 
No sales manager we have talked to 
claims that loose terms sell more cars 
in the long run. 


ON THE CREDIT SIDE, repossessions 
are down from a_pre-war 3 per cent to 
1.6 of new cars the Ist half of 1955. 
Delinquencies (30 or more days past 
due) represent only one per cent of 
ali auto loans outstanding, and auto 
loans account for 50 per cent of all in- 
stallment credit outstanding. Relatively 
easy, and even more important, socially 
acceptable credit may account for the 
fact that Detroit’s idea of a good year’s 
production has jumped from a pre-war 
plateau of 3.5 million to 7-million-plus 
passenger vehicles. 


REPUTABLE FINANCE COMPANY 
executives have great faith in the ul- 
timate judgment of their customers; 
only an exceptional few will ask for an 
unreasonable loan. The factory worker 
who eyes an Eldorado convertible can 
usually and tactfully be talked into 
reality. Also, few reputable dealers want 
to make enemies by getting people in 
over their heads. We therefore conclude 
that current publicity concerning auto 
credit getting out of hand is in the 
main unfounded. 





“General use of unit body construction 
is closer than ever...” 


TRUE—Metal industry trade writers have 
been refused admittance to leading frame 
plants indicating large-scale secret proj- 
ects afoot. 


“The Chevrolet Corvette will be 
dropped .. .” 


FALSE—A very hot Fiberglas version 
with removable hardtop and windup win- 
dows will be offered sometime around 
New Year’s Day. 


“If the soon to be announced all-new 
Rambler achieves desired success the 


big Hudsons and Nashes will be _ 


dropped for ’57 .: .” 


FALSE—Tooling is out for all-new Am- 
bassadors. and Hornets including a V8 
engine of their own manufacture. 


“Ford Division is in racing to stay .. .” 


TRUE—Pete de Paolo has been appointed 
race director; Don Francisco, former tech- 
nical editor of Hot Rod Magazine, is 
operations manager. This is only the be- 
ginning; other companies, including Pon- 
tiac, are becoming actively (that is, finan- 
cially ) interested. 


“State and/or federal governments in- 
tend to step in and limit horsepower 
in U.S. cars...” 


FALSE—They could do this but they 
won't. If such limits were needed, lawful 





eT ae eS ee 


police powers would make them available... je. 


But our legislators are just as aware as 
MT’s readers that horsepower alone is not 
to blame for accidents. 


“Studebaker will soon have a convert- 
ible in its line. . .” 

FALSE—No convertible is intended for 
56 production although one is definitely 
in the works and could come out for late 
56 if Studebaker Division so wishes. 
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Now You Can Repair 
Restyle and Build 
Auto Bodies at Home! 


With TAP* KITS you can restyle and 
customize older cars 


, — . - —\ 
and make them look like this! 
a aN, SH Sm 
| é 
&\ ~_l@ 4 


And, with TAP fiberglass and resin 
in bulk you can build auto bodies of 
any design! 


Improve your car’s appearance — 
make money repairing, restyling and 
building auto bodies! 


Mend holes and dents . . . dechrome .. . 
change fender lines . . . French and hood 
headlights . . . install air scoops. All easy 
and economical with TAPKITS! No torches 
or expensive metal-working tools required! 


TAPKITS are job-tested “‘glassing’’ kits containing 
EPOXY RESIN — sensational new, air-drying plastic that 
bonds fiberglass to any metal like a weld job, hardens tough 
as metal, EASY TO FINISH S get pr re- 
sults! Kits include fiberglass, hardener, step-by-step photo- 
instructions. They contain more materials per dollar than 
any other fiberglass kits now on the market. 

You can also buy TAP “‘glassing’’ materials in bulk at 
even more economical prices. Buy in quantity for building 
auto bodies, volume repairs and customizing. Write for price 
list. Send description and dimensions of job; we will air- 
mail special pene rr om — Be other information required. 
Use amazing, new T LASTIC SOLDER to fill holes, pits, 
dents and for minor ounelien, Can be tapped, drilled and 
sanded. a 


JOE BAILON and W. R. “DUKE” DUCLOS, 
nationally known customizers and over 
1000 professional auto body repairmen 
are now using TAP materials! 





Full Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back! 


we “tar” Gat. Wi: $s eee 
Ship following immediately, postpaid, under money-back 
guarantee: 


____TAPKIT No. 1,.$5.45 (covers 750 sq. in. in two 
layers). 

____TAPKIT No. 2, $10.55 (covers 1500 sq. in. in two 
layers). 

___TAP PLASTIC SOLDER, $1.15 (trial size, app. 2.75 
oz. av. wt.). 


TAP ““GLASSING’’ MANUAL, $1.00 (“‘How-to-do-it’’ 
book - repairing, restyling, building auto bodies and 
boats). 


____RUSH bulk price list and more information, 


NAME 





MERMAIDS’ CHAGRIN 


Dear Sir: 

After reading the article on the amphibi- 
ous automobile by the Swedish designer 
{Aug. MT], I would like to introduce you 
to an American design 20 years in develop- 
ing Meet Miss Marine Motor Car, 
the car that 10 million sportsmen the world 
over have been waiting for. 

A brief description: Chassis mounted on 
hydraulic struts hermetically sealed, 
trolled from the dash for any ride, light or 
overload, also™ acts as retractor of wheels 
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when in water, also [is] used for changing! deal 
tires by merely using block under the huljgpat len 
also can raise the entire car if greater rogimf, but 
clearance is needed when going over tought 4 fa 
spots. oper | 

{Engine}: 300-hp V8 will drive the capobert 
a mile a minute on water; speed on land 





will be 125 mph plus. Modern turbine pow 
















er can be used. Dear Si 

. Can be made in 3 different sizes ang... J 

con- price range. The rough sketch I am sending Chri 

you represents a deluxe model .. . rvativ 
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JUST LIKE OLD TIMES 


Dear Sir: 
. I think you will find that many of 
the “new” innovations advertised by the Big 
3 have been in production for many years. 
For example: the cowl-type air intake, which 
was recently given so much publicity by Gen- 
eral Motors, has been standard equipment on 
Nash and Hudson since I can remember. 
Also the “new’-type airplane-style oil 
gauges and ammeters on the latest Fords and 
Chevys are far from new. I had the same 
thing on my '49 Hudson and I understand 
Hudson carried them before 1949 .. . [It 
certainly did—in '36 as we recall.—Editor} 
The point is this—altho the word “inde- 
pendents” is detrimental as far as resale value 
is concerned, they are the ones who make the 
real innovations and advances which are later 
claimed by the Big 3 as symbols of their 
progress. 
Robert J. Larson 


PASSING THRU CUSTOMS 
Dear Sir: 

. . . It might interest Mr. Collier [Sept. 
M.T. “Letters”} to know that many stock car 
improvements have stemmed from custom 
cars. It also might be big news to him that 
the big percentage of custom cars are not 
disgusting conglomerations of wreckage as 
he so childishly puts it, but, for the most part, 
are safer and more comfortable than many 
stock cars. Custom cars are subjected to a 
closer safety and road-worthiness check be- 
fore licensing than stockers in this state (and 
where are there more customs? ). 

To call any group “Egotistical Squares” 
because they desire individuality is certainly 
a sign of retarded mentality, for leading de- 
signers in all types of businesses strive for 
the very thing that the customizer does— 
individuality .. . 
Lex Fadely 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Lakewood, Calif. 


Dear Sir: 
. I think Mr. Collier would retract his 





ADDRESS. 


*Taglor & Art. Iuc..Plastics 





710 East 12th St., Oakland 6, Calif 


statement if he really understood the custom 
car enthusiast. The desire to build a custom 
car arises not from_a desire to be different, 
but from the creative instinct which is in- 
stilled in each of us at birth. It is merely 
our way of expressing our thoughts, our 
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emotions, or our ideas. Some of us are gifted 
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with the ability to create these ideas with ow Si 

own hands, while others must entrust themg™' 9"! 
to the hands of others .. . “ilis 

John Baumert Coalgate, Okla ‘iio. E 

VIVE LA DIFFERENCE oe 

Means 4 


Dear Sir: 

A rebuttal to Mr. F. W. Zwicky’s letter 
{Oct. MT, in which reader Zwicky took wu 
to task for our ‘ bemused adoration to 
ward anything on wheels from Europe... .”]: 

I drive a ‘41 Hudson sedan which is in C 
fairly good condition. It has good ride qual 
ities, adequate space and is fairly economical 
to operate. 

.. . You can bet your life on one thin 
when I find room in my budget for a 
car, it will be a VW. 

... I feel that if more Americans wouldj’ 
not be afraid of public opinion, they would 
either drive European cars, or demand that 
Detroit produce cars of equal caliber. . . 
Kenneth C. Bisbing Folcraft, Pa 















Gentlemen: 

After reading F. W. Zwicky’s letter, 
know that I am not alone in my feelin 
about the amount of space you devote t 
foreign cars. 

I have been a subscriber of MT for mai 
years and have read it since the Ist issue 
published. I think too much space is allo’ 
to foreign cars in a magazine which I 
ways thought to be an American car buyer's 
magazine devoted to telling the prospecti 
car buyer about American cars and cust 

















models built from these cars .. . - 4 bs 
Bruce F. Johnston St. Paul, Minaj sting 
SHOPPING LIST ITEM anging 
ading | 

Gentlemen: help 
. I read your editorial in the Oct. MTJ The 
entitled, “Whatever You Do . . Shoph, gh an 
Around!” with a great deal of interest. If, the 


admit it makes good reading copy, but I find 
it somewhat disturbing to see that you ab 
lotted so little advice to the prospective caf 
purchaser insofar as the extreme importand 
of dealing with a reputable dealer is com 
cerned. I agree that price is very important, » fa 
however, the experience we have had indif,. per, 
cates that many people who feel they are The ' 
getting the best price. are in reality getting p-box 
robbed. Furthermore, service has become 4 ab: 


gran 
mmon 
road 
parkit 
autom 















more important consideration in today’s 
jodern automobile with high-compression 
ngines and the many power assists than was 
the case in the simpler cars of years 
one by. I sincerely feel you are [wrong] if 
pu do not study a good, successful automo- 
ile dealership and really discover the serv- 
it renders to its customers. 

] further think you should find out that 
changing! dealerships do not start out with a price 
the huljiat lends itself to an immediate $500 knock- 
mf, but are willing to sell their merchandise 

a fair price and back the car up with 
oper service. 
the cymobert W. Braeger 









Milwaukee, Wis. 


on land 
ne porftlt SETTLE FOR A LIONEL 
Dear Sir: 
izes ani... Judging from the picture (An Electric 


sending&pr Christmas?, Oct. MT), and making a con- 
yative estimate, the gasoline powered gen- 
or is at most a 5 kw machine. This means 
hat every time the car is driven for an hour, 
is necessary to have the engine running for 
total of at least 4 hours to recharge the 
tteries. . . . 
land C. Tupper 


etta, Gai 


Fry, Ariz. 


ntlemen : 
... It is electric all right, and will per- 
bm as such .. . but the coupling of radiated 
SS} bergy from the transmitting antenna to the 
eiving antenna is probably good if it gets 
b | per cent efficiency. . . . 
y obert C. Howard Clifton, N.J. 
vith ou 


st. theme” Sirs: 


... The crowning insult to your readers’ 
. Oklptiligence is the transmission of power by 
2 ; 

wlio. Better men . have attempted to 
pnsmit power even in small amounts by this 
beans and all have failed. If this battery 


charger were of, say, 10 horsepower size I 
think we would have a practical piece of 
machinery on our hands. 
Harold E. Larkin 


Gentlemen: 
. . . I just fail to see how the vehicle de- 

scribed has solved all the basic problems. 

Lyman E. Greenlee 


Dear Mr. Lodge: 

. . . The idea is so startling that I am very 
curious and interested to know how certain 
obstacles that appear to be basic and insur- 
mountable are to be overcome. 


San Diego, Calif. 


Energy available from a storage cell is | 
always less than energy invested in charging | 


it . . . perpetual motion is still impossible 


... Due to the indirection of energy conver- | 
sion from heat of combustion to mechanical, 
thence to electrical, and finally back to me- | 


chanical energy, with energy loss at each con- 
version, the overall efficiency could scarcely 
be comparable to . . . conventional systems. 
: Total receivable radiant energy is 
such a minute fraction of transmitted energy 
extreme inefficiency of transmission 
would be prohibitive. . . . 
Burt Gregg Cincinnati, O. 
Mr. Gregg sums up the many inquiries re- 
ceived on the electric car when he questions 
how fundamental electronic obstacles are to 
be overcome. MT could not find the answers 
by looking over the car pictured (a mobile 
test bench, not a prototype) or in transcrib- 
ing the “ultimate plans” detailed in the 
article. And apparently outsiders were not the 
only ones who were looking for the answers; 
to the best of our knowledge, the Electronic’s 
backers called it quits a month after our re- 
lease hit the newsstands.—Editor 
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DRIVER 
by Charlotte Montgomery 


r m: lished by The Vanguard Press, Neu 
ue ork. $2.95 at bookstores. 
illo HIS BOOK should contribute heavily 
bt a towards the emancipation of the much- 

Yet Biligned woman driver—and there are over 
fe million of them to date! 

No longer will the woman of the house 

e to harangue her husband for an ex- 
lanation of dashboard gauges, car servicing, 
anging a tire, etc. When she gets thru 
ding this, her husband will be asking er 
ht helpful hints. 
t. MT The subject matter is diversified and thor- 
ShoPhieh and is just as pertinent to the expert 
rest. Ito the beginner. The author takes nothing 
I granted. She covers such basic things as 
ou @immon horse sense and good manners on 
ve Calhe road as well as the more complex matters 
tant parking, economy in driving, the mystery 
5 COME automobile parts and emergencies such as 
ey: e failure and skids—to mention only a 
iNnGiBy perplexities which puzzle the women. 
y afiThe weak point of this manual is the 
eCUINBBaD-box style of the author and the com- 
Me ete absence of warmth and humor from 





Mina 









one woman to another. However, the author 

amply compensates for this lack of rapport 

by offering a wealth of knowledge. 
—V.AS. 


TIN LIZZIE 
by Philip Van Doren Stern 


Published by Simon & Schuster, 630 5th 
Ave., Rockefeller Center, New York 20. 
$3.95 at bookstores. 

IN LIZZIE refers to only one car, the 

one that author Stern describes as “. . . 
the people's car. It became part of the fabric 
of American life, celebrated in song and 
legend and folklore. Its very simplicity made 
it popular . . . Like the cotton gin, the steam 
engine, the telegraph, and the prairie schoon- 
er, the Model T made history. Like them it 
belongs to history now .. .” 

To get this complete history of the car 
that Henry Ford announced as “the car that 
any man can own” (and more than 15 mil- 
lion were built from 1908 to 1927), Stern 
spent a year researching the Ford Archives 
and the automotive libraries of the Detroit 
Public Library and the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn. 

Information and photos galore have been 
assembled in a highly entertaining fashion, 
with chapters on the T’s predecessors, its 
birth, its rise, how it was built, its death, its 
use today, folklore, and an extremely interest- 
ing chapter on the X-engine car. This car 
was to have replaced the T, but never went 
into production. If it had, with its 8 pis- 
tons pumping out in 4 directions from the 
central crankshaft, its planetary transmission, 
and its 4-wheel brakes, “. . . it might well 
have made automotive history as had the 
Model T before it...” 

Here is recommended reading for those 
old enough to be nostalgic and those too 
young to remember the cantankerous T. 


Anderson, Ind. | | 
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Yes . 

Gentlemen, Ladies 

and everyone else who 
operates the new powerful V8 
engines in the modern automobiles, 
knows that “BELOND” manufactures 
the very best Dual Exhaust Systems 
that money can buy! 





When you want that extra power, 
speed and economy supplied by the 
addition of a Dual Exhaust System, 
remember that only the BEST... 
“BELOND” . . . is good enough for 


(oe @ 
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@® EQUA-FLOW EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


eeecreseseeeese 


@ DUAL EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


(D FACTORY DUPLICATE TYPE 
DUAL EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


eeeseees 


See your 
Belond Dealer soon! 
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PERSONALIZE your car with SignAGram; 
your name (up to 13 letters) cut from one 
piece of heavily chrome-plated metal. Can be 
installed anywhere on your car. Easy to 
mount without special tools; complete instruc- 
tions and adhesive furnished with your order. 
$3.50, direct from Joe Nathan Ross, Box 
1609, Auburn, Ala. 





EMBLEMS for your license plates are made 
of cast aluminum and painted in correct in- 
signia colors. Included are MD, DDS, Phar- 
macist, Member of Fire Dept., Auxiliary Po- 
lice, Civil Defense, Clergy, Elks, Masons, 
Moose, Eagles, Rotary, and K of C. $1.49 
each, 2 for $2.50. Sta-Dri Products Co., 147 
6th Ave., Whitestone 57, Long Island, N.Y. 





THE NEW KAR-SHAVE lets you use 
your electric shaver in your car. Slightly 
larger than a package of king-sized cigarettes, 
it converts 6- or 12-volt current to 110 volts 
for electric shavers. The universal plug will 
fit any cigarette lighter socket. For 6 volts, 
$12.95; 12 volts, $14.95. Shavex Co., 5121 
San Fernando Rd., Los Angeles 39. 


14 MOTOR TREND/DECEMBER 1955 


© trends 





YOUR FOOD OR DRINK will stay cold 
from 6 to 8 hours or hot from 4 to 6 hours 
in these new insulated Nappy Budget bags. 
Styled in either red or yellow plaid, the bags 
are covered and lined with plastic and insu- 
lated with Fiberglas. Made by Nappe Smith 
Mfg. Co. in 3 sizes. About 98¢, $1.49, $1.98, 
at drug, food, variety, and auto supply stores. 





CAR-MATES jacket was created, design- 
and color-wise, especially to blend in with the 
1956 2-tone cars. Special back shoulder pleats 
give arm plenty of freedom for steering. It is 
functional yet dressy enough for most roadside 
stops. Length 26 inches, has 3 pockets, sells 
for $13.95..Marcus Breier Sons, Inc., Amster- 
dam, N.Y. 

















USE CHAMY-SKIM like a chamois to 
wash, polish or brighten any surface. The 
makers say it has all the desirable qualities of 
natural chamois, that it is lint-free, has no 
animal odor and furthermore won't deterio- 
rate if left damp—all at a fraction of the cost 
of the real McCoy. Priced at $1. Gale Hall 
Engineering Inc., North Hampton, N.H. 


This department is not composed of paid advert; 
ing. All items are guaranteed by the manufactuy! 
for immediate refund if you are not satisfied. Claim 
made herein are those of the manufacturer, and q 
not constitute an endorsement by Motor Trend. Whe 
ordering, include sales tax if required by your stop! 












CARRY A RAIN HOOD in your glo 
compartment for protection against incleme 
weather. Also handy as a bath or shower a 
to protect your hair. Made of waterprod 
heavy gauge Polyethylene and fitted into 
attractive colored plastic case. Made by Re 
Chief Industries; price, about 50¢ at varie 
and auto supply stores. 










she 


THE INSTANT coffee maker holds 3 cup 
Just plug into cigarette lighter socket wi 
engine running, and it heats to boiling tes 
perature in 10 minutes. Heating element m 
also be used to heat other foods. When ordd 
ing, specify 6- or 12-volt system. $7.25 wi 
tax. Schriber Imports, 2542 E. Anahei 
Long Beach 13, California. 





CASH-STASHER vehicle safe mounts 
any convenient location in trunk or autom 
bile. Tamper and pilfer-proof, it cuts d 
losses and protects against burglary and he 
ups. Made of thick malleable iron castia 
and finished in gray lacquer. For prices, 
tional Malleable and Steel Castings Co., 14 
S. Laramie Ave., Cicero 50, III. 
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17 pt. Plug 





shows 11% fuel 
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New electrode system still fires clean, hot and steady past 50,000 car miles! You may now order a set of these 
remarkable LIFE-TIME spark plugs from this advertisement... 





50,000 CAR MILES! Before .Lire-t1me development, the spark 
plug was the most often replaced part of your car. Engineers 
agreed that ‘‘creeping paralysis,” gradual electrode disintegra- 


PLATONIUM-NICKEL ALLOY ELECTRODES ~— Metallur- 
gists’ first major step beyond platinum aircraft plug electrodes. 
tion, carbon buildup, widening gap, burning, blistering, Arcing points of this material have continued to function after 
insulator failure could waste one gallon in ten. The LIFE-TIME the equivalent of 120,000 car-miles. 

plug goes far beyond the life of the average set of tires, the SPECIAL SINTERED CORUNDUM INSULATOR — Made of 


average battery, firing clean, hot and steady at 50,000 car miles! gem-like mineral which conducts heat 20 times better than 
Most spectacular spark plug research breakthrough in 50 years ordinary porcelain. Special shape (seen beneath electrodes) is 
allows unprecedented warranty. WE GUARANTEE GREATER GAS designed to vaporize and exhaust wet carbon and oil. 

MILEAGE —GREATER ACCELERATION —A MAJOR POWER INCREASE— OR INDIVIDUAL INSPECTION — Each LIFE-TIME Spark Plug is 
a tested for firing in oil and for resistance to 30,000 volts/CM. 








HOW 17 PT. FIRING WORKS 
Note electrodes closely. A circular arc- 
ing area (four concave segments). Gap 
being the same from all points. Elec- 
tricity has property of arcing from 
coldest point. Current also arcs more | 
readily from apex of two planes than 
from face of a flat, metallic surface. Note that there are 16 “THANKS FOR YOUR WONDERFUL LETTERS” 
apexes (where two planes meet) — all the same distance from The real test of a spark plug is “What will it do in 
the center electrode. my own car?” Take the above dynamometer test 
on a 1951 Buick Super. It shows an 8 horsepower 
gain with Life-Time 17-point plugs. That was a 
1212% hp gain at 2000 RPM. You don’t need a 
dynamometer with Life-Time Piugs. You can 
feel the difference both in your ride and your 
pocketbook. Try a set and let me hear from you 
about them. Many Thanks. 


PERMANENT GAP — After months of use, LIFE-TIME Spark 
Plugs mike at exact factory pre-gap. 

SELF-CLEANING FOR LIFE— Confined gases exploding in 
| chamber formed by multiple electrodes reclean arcing surfaces 
with each firing stroke. 

















be eer ane 





SPARK ROTATES AROUND CIRCLE. Normal heat and 
spark erosion are spread around the entire 360 degrees and 
around the whole circumference of the center electrode. 











CONTINENTAL MFG. CORP., CULVER CITY, CALIF. . Inventor of the LIFE-TIME Spark Plug 
QOQOQOODOO SPR BOX S525 $ ©? 5252525252555. 
LIFE-TIME Spark Plug Division 
NOW ORDER CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORP. 
REGISTERED SET FOR Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City 114, California 


Gentlemen: Please mail postpaid ~set(s) (registered) of 
LIFE-TIME Spark Plugs in proper heat range and gap for my car 
at $1.19 per plug (set of six, $7.14, set of eight, $9.52). gd Lm 
$2 per set, balance C.O.D.) California residents add 3% 


YOUR CAR AT POPULAR PRICE! 
this registered set of t1re-TrmeE Spark Plugs in 
proper series (heat range and gap) for the car 

















you indicate in coupon. Now AVAILABLE FOR AMERICAN Make of my car is year. 

& EUROPEAN PASSENGER CARS, TRUCKS, BOATS, FARM Model No. cyl. 

ae ae t enclose $ (check, cash or money order) 
DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS — The tire-t1me Spark Name 

Plug is now in full production. Write for full details. Distribu- Add 

tors: Please inquire as to status of your territory. City. Zone State 
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Every power and performance record in the book} 


smashed by new ’56 Dodge at Bonneville Salt Flats 





AAA CALLS TEST “MOST AMAZING DEMONSTRATION OF 
PERFORMANCE AND ENDURANCE IN AUTOMOTIVE HISTORY!” 


Day and night, for 14 gruelling non-stop days, this great power and rugged endurance of your fine new 


new 1956 Dodge Custom Royal 4-Door Sedan shattered 
all American stock car records in the unlimited closed 
car division for every distance up to and including 
31,224 miles. A. C. Pillsbury, AAA official in charge, 
wired, “This amazing performance demonstrates the 


Here’s how the records fell 
to the dynamic new ’56 Dodge! 


@ All-time AAA record of 92.86 mph for 14-day non-stop run. 

@ Every AAA American and International performance and 
endurance record for American closed cars up to 31,224 
miles. 

@ 27 World's Unlimited Records, open to all foreign, sports 
and racing cars. 

@ Every International Class B record from 4,000 through 
31,224 miles. 

@ Total of 306 records in all. 

@ New AAA record of 114.05 mph for the flying-start mile. 


@ New AAA record of 79.55 mph for the standing-start mile. 


product.”’ No specially equipped or “souped-up” car, 
this new champion was selected at random from the 
Dodge production line by AAA officials. It’s the same 
car you yourself can buy today from any Dodge Dealer, 
powered by our new 230 horsepower V-8 engine. 








Plenty of style too! The lady in your life will go 
for the dramatic new Jet-Fin styling, the 
“Panel-Perfect” Jacquard fabrics, the Magic 
Touch push-button driving. 





Don’t buy any '56 car until 
you see and drive the 


New 56 DODGE 


VISIT YOUR DODGE DEALER NOW 
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EADING AUTOMOTIVE industry 
figures estimate the coming year 

to be almost as good as last year’s | 

(’55) record one in which they sold H 

5,506,075 cars in the 1st 8 months 

(yearly figures not available 

as of presstime ). We can’t quarrel 

with this forecast; it’s not our place 

to predict units of production 

or total sales. What we’ve seen this 

past year would lead us to believe 

that it just can’t be repeated unless the 

motoring public has fallen into 

entirely new buying habits: that is, 

they now buy a new car not for 

replacement but because last year’s 

model is out of style. 


drivescriptions of new cars 


Stylewise, 1955 was a banner year; 
this year there is a certain amount 
of sharpening up, some change for 


































of change’s sake and one styling surprise— 
rs Studebaker. Horsepower continues to 
1e spiral upward, with performance 

e becoming more and more of the sports 
, car variety. Safety will most certainly 

> 


get the biggest push it has had in 
years (from the industry ); it is our 
sincere hope that it is above and beyond 
the desire for sales alone. 

There are features aplenty this year 
to quicken the pulse of many motorists 
and tempt them to part from their 
future earnings. The next 16 pages 
give you some of those reasons in 
detail. And watch our Jan. 56 
issue for more. 


SS aller 
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drivescription 








UICK HAS RETAINED strong kin- 

ship in inter-series modeling for '56, 
with something different in trim, chassis 
components, and plenty of little things 
that will evoke a lot of comment from 
showroom visitors, buyers, and us. 


We've often said that it’s the little 
things that count. And you can count on 
‘56 Buick instrumentation, for one, to 
start buyers counting their down payment. 
Unlike "55, when Supers and Roadmasters 
shared the same panel and Specials and 
Centurys divvied up another style panel, 
all ‘56s will be alike. (Roadmasters will 
have a padded upper panel cover which 
will be available’as an extra-cost item on 
other models. ) 

The speedometer is similar to last year’s 
higher-priced series—horizontal, with a 
thermometer-like red-line indicator. Real- 
ly new, tho, are the engine operating 
gauges. The temperature and oil pressure 
gauges are made up of 2 discs, a stationary 
one painted red and green, and a movable 
one with a white pointer between 2 “win- 
dows” (which lets red and green show). 

Here’s how they operate: The tempera- 
ture gauge shows green thru both windows 
until a dangerous unsafe point is ap- 
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proached; then it shows red thru the right 
window and green thru the left. If an un- 
safe temperature is reached, both windows 
show red. The oil pressure indicator oper- 
ates in a like manner. The fuel gauge and 
ammeter look like the other gauges, but 
are conventional pointer-type instruments, 
with the needle resting in red or green as 
the situation demands. 

With these changes, the instruments 
become considerably more legible. No 
longer can we complain (as we have 
about previous Buick instruments) that 
the dials are so small and poorly marked 
that you might run out of gas before 
observing the change on the gas gauge. 
The new dials are certainly a step in the 
right direction. 

Other instrument panel changes are 
limited to radio grille revamping, heater 
control position, and installation of the 
heater and/or air conditioner outlets at 
each end of and below the instrument 
panel by the doors. 

The heat, vent and defroster controls 
are not as conveniently positioned (mid- 
way of the panel and appended below), 
but you no longer require a manual of 
instructions to operate them knowingly. 





Super, top, Century, left, Road- 
master, right, share rear bumper 
with integral exhaust cutaway. 
Roadmaster deck strips, spear, 
letters distinguish it from others 


Exterior features aren’t far ree 
from °55 but may be indicative of fu 
design trends. Of interest are the frog 
parking lights—faired into the fend 
with a slight “blister” efféct. The grill 
while very close to ’55s at Ist glance, 
probably as far removed from Buick sty 
ing as anything to appear since °50; thi 
is because the basic upper shell now 
downward, instead of continuing its of 
ward slope. 

At the rear, tail lights are basically '5§ 





Special and Century have heavy chro 
trim around the tail lights, larger mod 
have a slimmer ‘4-inch molding arou 
theirs. The notable exception in rear-e 
treatment is the Roadmaster; its deck | 
topped with chrome strips terminating 4 
the “cleats” introduced last year. 
Roadmaster’s outer bumper guards includ 
provision for the dual exhaust outlet 
(optional on Century and Super ). 

Further Roadmaster distinction com¢ 
from a flat sweepspear (others remai 
contoured) with a greater kickup ov 
the rear wheels. 

Body options receive a boost with 
4-door hardtop now available in the lar 
Super and Roadmaster. And series ident 





























New front end with V-shaped grille 
has lost its amorphous curves, hangs 
together. All Buick series share the 
same displacement (322 cubic inches) 



































remov fication, found on hood and deck emblems, 


of fu is complete with “1956”! 

he frog The “little” Special boasts a husky 322- 
> fend cubic-inch engine for ‘56, an increase of 
1e grill 58 cubic inches to put it up with the other 
lance, Buick engines in displacement. Power- 
lick sty wise, the Special’s overhead-valve V8 is 
"20; 4 32 horsepower stronger than in ‘55 
1O0W (now 220), and its torque is upped to 
its ow 319 pounds-feet from last year’s 256. 


Graphically, the Special’s torque curve 
ally "S$ reaches its peak at 2400 rpm, as it did in 
chro last year’s 188-bhp engine. Compression 
/mode§ ratio is now 8.9 to 1, was 8.4 (one of the 
aroung few differences between this engine and 
fear-em the more powerful V8s up the line). 
deck Compression ratio with synchromesh 
ating 4 transmission is 7.6 to 1 (for operation on 
ir. Thi regular gas). 





includ Century, Super and Roadmaster share 
outlet a 255-bhp, 322-cubic-inch V8, with 9.5 

to 1 compression ratio and 4-barrel car- Roadmaster 2-door hardtop has clean, thin 
com@ buretor. (Last year’s engine in this line-up sweepspear, higher chrome kickup over wheel 
remaif put out 236 horsepower with 9 to 1 com- opening to set it apart from other Buick series 


p ovd pression ratio.) Torque is up from last 


year’s 330 pounds-feet at 3000 rpm to 341 Conventional 4-door sedan continues thruout 
wish at 3200. i line. Full rear wheel cutouts, tho limited in 


> Jar, New power comes from redesigned com- ‘55, appear on all new Buick body types 


ident§ bustion chambers. ( Continued on page 56) Side-lift jack replaces usual bumper jack for 
"56. Operator slips jack under frame rail, uses 
foot power to raise car easily for tire change 













Optional in other series, padded panel top is special feature standard on Roadmasters only. However, redliner speedometer, 
which was used sparingly in ‘55, is generously distributed clear across the ‘board in ‘56 cars for better visibility 
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Series 62 coupe is lowest-priced Cadillac, but shows ‘Florentine’ roof line 
to best advantage. 60 Special features elongated rear end of same dimensions 
as convertibles and hardtops. Rear fender flair is chrome plated on this model 
only. Convertibles are available in 62 series (above) or in most expensive Eldorado 


Having been both flat and round, 
dual exhaust ports are oval for ‘56. 
Bumper is more massive, vertical 
bars are gone from new models 


Engine cutaway shows enlarged 
manifold and ports, massive 4-inch 
bore. Cam has higher lift, slightly 
more overlap than in ‘55 engine 


BO RI TERRPS RERLEE 


drivescription 
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ADILLAC SALES MANAGER Jim 
Roche is a happy man these days. 
His company produced a record 141,000 
cars during the 1955 model run, and by 
introduction day for the ’56s, hardly a 
dealer in the country will have any left- 
over stocks. The new year production 
schedules call for 156,000 units, 214 times 
greater than Cadillac’s best pre-war per- 
formance. Well over half of this schedule 
already has firm customer orders to back 
it up, and most will be cash. 

Part of his optimism stems from a look 
at Cadillac’s investment in the new models, 
a fantastic $29 million in a facelift year. 
For the sake of comparison, we might 
mention that Hudson spent only $18 mil- 
lion to create its all-new “step-down” de- 
sign for 1948. In addition there is the 
$35-million tooling cost for the new 
Hydra-Matic, of which Cadillac  un- 
doubtedly underwrote @ large chunk. 

The styling story is sparked by the 
addition of 2 new body models, a 4-door 
hardtop called the sedan de ville and a 
cloth-covered (Vicodec) hardtop version 
of the Eldorado called the Seville. Besides 
these, there are Series 62 and 60 Special 
sedans, 2 varieties of coupes, the long 75 
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limousine, and the Eldorado convertible, 
now called Biarritz. 

We talked to Jim Roche about the 
current status of the Eldorado brougham 
(featured in April MT) and how he felt 
about the Continental as competition. 
Roche said that production planning for 
the brougham is “progressing at a favor- 
able rate” and that the car is “scheduled 
to be presented during 1956.” Rather 
than build a new plant, the car will be 
assembled in existing Fleetwood facilities. 
He estimates the price at about $8500, 
based on a production of approximately 
1000 units a year. Unlike the makers of 
the Continental, Cadillac will talk up the 
engineering features of the brougham 
(many will be unusual). Roche feels that 
the brougham is strictly modern, not just 
“modern formal” and left unsaid the im- 
plication that therefore the 2 cars do not 
directly compete. 

Performance of the more-ordinary 
models has not jnped as much as you 
would think, pi. rarily because Cad- 
illac, like the rest of the industry, is 
reaching the point of diminishing re- 
turns from added horsepower. We are 
familiar with an engineering prototype 









(56 components in a ’55 shell) equipped 
with the optional 3.36 axle that will do 
0 to 60 mph in about 11 seconds. As 
this was in DRIVE range, with a full 6- 
passenger load, it means that you can 
expect a substantial but not striking im- 
provement over last year’s quite excel- 
lent (MT’s award winner in this cate- 
gory) performance. 

Cadillac is no longer the horsepower 
leader, claiming “only” 285 for regular 
models and 305 for Eldorados equipped 
with dual, 4-barrel carburetors. Displace- 
ment is up from 331 to 365 cubic inches, 
accounting for much of the horsepower 








Eldorado Seville hardtop, in $6500 class, is new addition to line. Characteristic Cadillac tail end treat- 
ment is unchanged, except for extending bumper to cover trunk ledge, and oval shape of dua! exhaust 
ports, At front is sleek, highly fashionable sedan de ville, which we'll bet will replace the 4-door sedan 













Many models feature brocaded interiors. All have 
newly revamped instrument panel with more legible 
gauges, center glove compartment, dual lighters 


increase. Compression ratio is 9.75 to 1 
across the board, representing a steady 
climb keyed to general availability of 
higher-octane premium fuels. 

Driving the new Cadillac, you liter- 
ally cannot feel (only sense) the upshift 
from Ist to 2nd and 3rd to 4th. The 
shift from 2nd to 3rd is slightly rougher 
only by comparison. Cadillac’s Hydra- 
Matic is somewhat smoother than either 
Olds or Pontiac versions that we have 
driven, primarily because it is the high- 
est-priced car in the GM lineup, and 
therefore has the budget to be fussier 
about details in the control mechanism. 
Connection between throttle valve and 
transmission is the only basic difference 
between the 3 units. Other than this, 
the outer casting and 90 per cent of 
the pieces are the same and _inter- 
changeable among the 3 cars. 

The revamped Hydra-Matic transmis- 
sion is the biggest mechanical difference, 
and is a feature shared with top-line Olds- 
mobiles and Pontiacs. The new drive now 
has a 2nd fluid coupling and 2 sprag 
clutches, replacing the former front fric- 
tion clutch and bands. This 2nd coupling 
blends the changes between the gear ratios 
into an almost continuous flow of power 
but without the power losses common to a 
true torque converter. 

There is not much change in han- 
dling to be expected from the 56 mod- 
els. A few minor running gear changes 
have been made and of course power 
steering and brakes are still standard 
equipment. We were particularly im- 
pressed with a new side mirror conven- 
iently adjustable from inside the car. 
Instrument layout remains fundamen- 
tally the same; addition of a medallion 
designating the car as a 1956 model 
has one advantage in moving the clock 
closer to the driver. The glove compart- 
ment is now centrally located, and in- 
struments have been relettered for 
better visibility. (Continued on page 66) 
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drivescription 





UNDERSTAND that you want to drive the Monte 

Carlo,” Mauri Rose said to me when Don MacDonald 
and I met him at the General Motors Proving Ground for a 
ride in a 56 Chevy. 

“The Monte Carlo?” I asked. 

“Yes, our code name for the Chevrolet Zora Arkus-Dun- 
tov drove to a new record up Pike’s Peak last Labor Day,” 
he answered. (Due mostly to the current mixup over who is 
to replace the Triple A Contest Board, NASCAR sanctioned 
the run which saw Duntov make it up the grade in 17:24.05, 
2 minutes and 3 seconds under the existing record.) 

“Sounds like a good one to me; what does it have?” 

We can answer that question quite simply, and so can you if 
you have read Chevrolet ads since their near win at Daytona, 
1955. Dollar for dollar, Chevy’s performance has been tops for 
the year. This time around, their prima (so-called powerpack ) 
car offers 205 horses, bringing a very genuine sports car power/ 
weight ratio to the low-priced (newly defined as within reach 
of the average aficionado) field. 





Unlike — last 
year’s design, heavier bars in new grille do not lose their identity 


Convertible deserves “baby Eldorado’ nickname. 


when viewed from distance. “Two-Ten’’ sedan, midway in price 
range, is popular family model. Hood is 4 inches longer for new year 
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This Bel Air 4-door hardtop is a duplicate of the one below that 
set a record up Pike's Peak. Chevrolet added further to its racing 
laurels when strictly stock ‘56 sped up the Peak in 17:24.05. Chevy's 
new chrome trim on side aids in integration of 2-tone color schemes 


New for them is a 4-door hardtop sedan. This is essentially 
the car about which Walt said: “Sounds like a good one to me; 
what does it have?” In other words the Monte Carlo, which in 
camouflaged form sneaked so speedily up Pike’s Peak, is in 
essence the poor man’s Eldorado. 

Without undue publicity, Chevrolet offers availability of seat 
belts and shoulder harnesses, AC’s new precision-aimed head- 
lights (more about this in Jan. MT), and crashproof door locks, 
which have been an wnpublicized GM feature since mid-1955, 

Biggest improvement, acceleration-wise, appears to be 
at the top end (50 to 80 mph) which is logical from the 
standpoint that cams newly ground for performance prove 
their mettle in this range. We made this jump in approxi- 
mately 12 seconds. 

In the standing starts, with this standard shift car, we 
made it in from 0 to 60 mph in slightly under 12 seconds. 
This is not too much faster than last year’s 162-hp job with 
Powerglide and also just about the same as the real hot job 
that we drove in an impromptu performance test at the 
proving grounds last year. 

The difference partially lies in the fact that the project 
Monte Carlo car had been driven out in its short 1200 miles 
of usefulness. When we tried it, it had a standard clutch 
instead of the usual Auburn version that comes stock with 
the powerpack. 

Chevrolet had no reason to radically change their suspension 
and running gear this year; it had proven good enough to rate 
a tie for MT’s best-handling award for 1955. About the only 
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Typical of Chevrolet's styling changes for 1956 is 
heavier, chrome-lined ‘‘eyelid.”” Belying its work- 
aday role as a handy gas filler that masks unsight- 
ly paint chips, left tail light closes to become 
aircraft-like unit combining all lights, reflector 















difference is a slight outboard movement of the rear shackles 





































that and a refinement of steering geometry. 
ne The particular car that we were driving and which Mauri 
mys Rose demonstrated for us around the proving ground han- 
omes dling course is probably a better handler than the standard 
car since it has “export” rear springing. He cruised around 
tially this road racer’s nightmare at speeds up to 80 mph, and we 
» me: | Were in a 4-wheel drift practically all the time except when 
ch in | We Switched from a left- to right-hand turn. At no time did 
is in | the car want to break loose. 
Powerpack Chevrolets like the Monte Carlo are only part of 
£ seat | the story. The new 6 rates at 140 horsepower. The “family” V8 
hood still holds to 162 or 170, the latter with Powerglide. The “Super 





locks, Turbo Fire” with 4-barrel carburetor which we drove has an 
1955, all-time-high (for Chevrolet) compression ratio of 9.25 to 1. 
> ie Hydraulic valve lifters are now standard on both V8s and 6s 
the | ‘¢gardless of transmission. Cams have a higher lift in all engines. 
Chevrolet’s performance may make good advertising copy, 


all but there is more to it than just that. Down in the range 

where we all normally drive a car, I pushed the Monte Carlo 
, we from 30 to 50 in approximately 414 seconds. Later on, going 
wnds, | into a 7.2 per cent grade (the Pike’s Peak type), we indicated 


with | 85 mph at full throttle in high gear all the way up. This 
t job | Comment is included in the paragraph on normal driving 
the | because performance like this gets you around that semi- 
trailer lugging up the mountain with room to spare. I 
wouldn’t want to commit myself on top speed right now, 





oe except to say that the Monte Carlo with a clutch seriously 
utch | Weakened by our acceleration tests clocked a Sth wheel 106 
with | ™ph from a standing start at the end of 0.8 miles! The car’s 
speedometer at this point had ducked out of sight on the 

sion | ‘ight side of the instrument. 
cond The Bel Air 4-door hardtop could be named Monte Carlo. The 
only station wagon line includes a new 9-passenger model with 3 


rows of seats, the latter 2 of which can be folded for full cargo- 
carrying potential. 

Most every option known can be had here. There is a cowl- 
mounted air-conditioning system; power windows, seats, steer- 
ing, and brakes. Fancy chromed side trim is standard even on 
the previously prosaic 150 series. 

Chevrolet’s 1956 facelift was an expensive one, involving all- 
new front and rear fenders, a new hood, a grille still Ferrari-like 
but more Americanized, and reshaped bumpers. Not content 
with being the country’s No. 1 seller, it is now out after Cadillac 
with a gas filler concealed under a hinged left tail light. 

—wWalt Woron and Don MacDonald 


Full-flow oil filter is optional this year on Chevrolet 
V8s. Otherwise, the engines, in both the 6-cylinder and 
8-cylinder models, remain substantially the same as ‘55 





Success with redesigned wagons in ‘55 has spurred 
Chevrolet to higher goals. Among many choices is 
this well-appointed wagon with seats for 9 people 
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T’S A SURPRISE to no one when a new car marks its appear- 

ance with concessions to style and/or sales appeal. But it’s 
a welcome surprise when a car debuts with proven features from 
the past that have made it a well-liked automobile. In either 
case, the new Nashes meet both conditions. 

Last year, Nash came up with a hurried but successful wrap- 
around windshield and a truly unusual front-end styling treat- 
ment. That constituted a bid for “keep up with the neighbors” 
sales logic. 

This year, there’s a newness that can still be credited to a 
grille which remains unchanged, yet one which is unique enough 
to draw glances and comment from all quarters; add to this 
restyled parking lights, vastly different tail lights, higher rear 
fenders and tricky body panel chromework, and you have an 
outline of the Nashes. This year’s 14 solid colors (11 of them 
are new), 15 2-tones, and 6 3-tone colors make it a vivid pic- 
ture. That’s the overall impression; let’s break it down to the 2 
distinctive lines for '56. 


STATESMAN 


Completely revitalized for its 56 showing, the Statesman 
sedan used for MT’s Drivescription was equipped with 
overdrive and an array of comfort extras—radio, heater, re- 
clining seats (the latter not at all conducive to work!). 

Altho the Statesman’s new engine was driving thru what 
felt like a somewhat “lifeless” clutch, once it was engaged 
to the rear wheels you could tell the difference between 
last year’s model and this car. 

The Statesman boasts an all-new engine for 56. An overhead- 
valve 6 (not last year’s Ambassador engine) has been under 





24 MOTOR TREND/DECEMBER 1955 


Liveliness is ‘56's forte when compared to subdued ‘55 at rear. 
Optidnal hood ornaments, parking lights, and hubcaps have 
all been restyled. Higher this year, with the top forming a 
slight hood, tail lights have dropped to bottom of fender 


development for 8 years; this engine, dubbed the “Typhoon,” is 
claimed at presstime to have the highest horsepower-to-cubic- 
inch-displacement ratio “of any 6-cylinder engine.” 

The breathing capacity offered by the overhead-valve design 
is teamed with a twin-throat carburetor to maintain Statesman 
efficiency and economy; a further economy extra is the 7.4 to 1 
compression ratio, which won’t demand premium fuel. (The 
"55 Statesman L-head 6 utilized a “powerpack” setup with an 
8.5 to 1 head that was relatively critical in this respect. ) 

This engine looks like the Ambassador 6 at first glance, and 
has the same horsepower output (130 like last year’s 253-cubic- 
inch Ambassador, but it is actually smaller in displacement than 
the ’55 Statesman engine. What's more, it puts out more horse- 
power and torque than the powerpack-equipped '55 L-head 6. 

Low gear has always been more than adequate in the 
Statesman, but 2nd gear usually left much to be desired. 
Not so with this car. In fact, 2nd-gear starts were handled 
without strain. In 3rd gear, lugging was nearly non-existent, 
even with the engine just barely warmed up. High-gear 
pickup approached an automatic transmission in accelera- 
tion ability from traffic speeds. 

Transmission options in the Statesman series are again 3- 
speed synchromesh, overdrive, and Dual-Ranmge Hydra-Matic. 
Except for.an increase in front brake lining area, running gear 
and chassis components (coil springs at each wheel, direct-acting 
shock absorbers, torque-tube drive) remain unchanged. 

As in the Ambassador, body lean is evident to the cam- 
era’s eye, but not bothersome to the driver. Engine noise 
level should be lessened with adequate hood padding or 
undercoating; the change to overhead valves is responsible. 
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but utilizes only the lower chrome strip of Nash’s “speed-line’ 


| styling. Offered in a “Super” series only, the Statesman remains 


unchanged in body dimensions. 
AMBASSADOR 


A look-alike in most respects, the 7-inch-longer Ambassador 
shares the Statesman’s in-the-grille headlight feature, larger 
parking light housings, and the new tail light units with their 
lengthy backup light lenses. Its rear fenders too, have been 
raised nearly 3 inches. 

The Ambassador, however, in addition to having more de- 
luxe interiors and a wider range of power options, is treated to 
the full use of “speed-line” styling. Its chromework lends itself 
more readily to 2-toning, and striking color combinations will 
show up better here than on the more restrained Statesman. 

The long-proved and slightly repowered “Jetfire” 6-cylinder 
engine continues on the option list in 2 forms: 135 horsepower 
with single sidedraft carburetor, and the “Le Mans” version, with 
145 horsepower, and sidedraft dual carburetors. 

It was hard to ignore the little card clipped to the sun vis- 
or of the 56 Ambassador V8 we drove. It read: “352-cubic- 
inch engine, Ultramatic transmission.” But we did our best to 
think of this as a 55 Ambassador “with some changes.” Any 
similarity between the response in this car and MT’s 55 V8 
test car must be purely coincidental or wholly mistaken. Am- 
bassador’s 0-30 times should be no worse than 3.5 seconds. 


and STATESMAN 


Ambassador Custom sedan carries outside-mounted 
spare, will be available in 2-tones, tri-tones, 14 
solid colors. Statesman’s “speed-line” styling bares 
lower body molding, greater use of true body form 


Stylewise, the Statesman follows the Ambassador’s trim motif, 



















This Packard-based engine, with 208 horsepower in "55, now 
puts out 220 horsepower. Construction and accessory details are 
unchanged; exhaust setup is single, with a crossover pipe; carbu- 
retion is 2-barrel. But compression ratio is boosted from 7.8 to 
an impressive 9.55 to 1, and bore has been enlarged from 3.8 
inches to 4.0 for a displacement increase of 32 cubic inches. 

Further up the line is the V8, complete with an aluminum- 
cased Ultramatic transmission (the 6s use the same transmission 
choices as the Statesman) that has undergone changes to provide 
the smoothness and new life observed. (Continued on page 61) 





Travelling at moderate speed on wide-radius curve, 
220-horsepower Ambassador V8 hugs road, leans 
only slightly. There is very little annoying tire squeal 
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Heart of improved Hydra-Matic transmission is small fluid 
coupling (behind larger one) which fills and empties with 
fluid for amazingly smooth shifts. New 2nd fluid coupling 
and sprag clutch replace former front friction clutch and 
«bank in unit. Power is transmitted to transmission thru 
a set of planetary gears located in ist coupling. In Ist 
and 3rd gear, front unit is in reduction and new 2nd cou- 
pling is empty. When 2nd fluid coupling is filled or emptied 
it gives a smooth transition thru all-the possible ratio changes 


VER SINCE THE ADVENT of the 

now famous Rocket engine, Oldsmo- 
bile has been justifiably known as a hot 
car. It still is, but in "56 luxury will be a 
close running mate to performance in what 
appears to be a strong Lansing bid for the 
fine-car trade. The luxury comes from sev- 
eral sources, and quite naturally will find 
its epitome in the 98 series. While the 98 
is still typically Oldsmobile, it is apparent- 
ly directed this year to stand in distinction 
at the head of the Olds line. 

Much of the luxury will come from 
“feel”—or rather lack of it. And this 
does not say that the Olds has become 
wishy-washy in any sense. When we got 
on the open road with a new 98 (a ’55 
shell with 56 running gear) it felt the 
way it always has—crisp and lively. In 
other words, it felt like an Oldsmobile. 
But _ this everything is much 


year 


lrivescription 





26 MOTOR TREND/DECEMBER 1955 





New instrument panel with protective overhanging pad consists 
basically of 2 ovals. Speedometer, fuel gauge, H-M indicator, 
and warning lights are included in one in front of driver 


smoother, quieter and softer than before. 

The biggest enginering feature is the en- 
tirely new Jetaway Hydra-Matic transmis- 
sion on 98s and Super 88s. This new 
unit retains the desirable flexibility of 
last year’s Dual-Range H-M but with al- 
most unheard-of smoothness. Basically the 
new Hydra-Matic differs from the 55 ver- 
sion in that front bands and clutches have 
been replaced with a 2nd small fluid cou- 
pling and 2 sprag clutches (one-way 
clutches that permit free-wheeling at 
speeds of from 5 to 14 mph, depending 
on the range). This new 2nd coupling fills 
and empties with fluid to literally blend 
ratio changes. 

It was raining during our test drive 
and we had to turn off the windshield 
wipers to help feel or hear (it was hard 
to tell which) the ultra-smooth upshifts. 
Downshifts (pick the speed) are com- 








pletely without the familiar automatic 
lurch of previous models. 

In addition the transmission is designed 
to improve fuel economy and performance. 
Gear ratios are: Ist, 3.96; 2nd, 2.55; 3rd, 
1.55; 4th, 1.0. 

We noticed that the new lower 
3rd gear ratio in particular gives added 
go thru use of part-throttle 4th to 3rd 
downshifts at low speeds. Altho we 
were unable to make any timed runs, 
it is safe to say that the new Hydra- 
Matic is contributing considerably to 
added Olds punch. 


You'll find a new PARK position on the . 


quadrant which now uses a positive me- 
chanical indicator instead of the electrically 
actuated needle that has been criticized by 
MT testers in the past. Service problems 
should be reduced since the new transmis- 
sion eliminates the formerly necessary 
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band adjustments and is designed to be 
generally more durable. 

The °56 Rocket engine (called the 
T-350 this year) puts out 240 horsepower 
in 98s and Super 88s and 230 in 88s, this 
compared with a 202 maximum last year. 
These horses have been gained without 
any increase in "55’s 324-cubic-inch piston 
displacement. The combustion chamber 
contour has been lowered and a thinner 
gasket used to up compression ratio (in 
both engines) from 8.5 to 9.25. A new 
intake manifold is of the T-intersection 
type with nearly square sections. Exhaust 
valves are 14-inch larger and a new cam- 
shaft keeps all of the valves open longer. 
Ignition is improved with the use of a 
new distributor (in a handier location) 
and new sparkplugs. 

The 88 mounts a redesigned Rochester 
2-barrel carburetor with increased bore. 
The bigger engine uses a new 4-barrel 
carburetor with bore and venturi size in- 
creased. In addition the new 4-barrel carb 
has an air valve to control venturi size on 
the secondary barrels (on engine demand 
rather than sheer mechanical control) 
thereby making more use of the rear bar- 
rels at lower speeds. 

With roadability holding its own (re- 
vised front and rear stabilizer bars make 
for improved handling) the ‘56 has 
pretty much the same moderately firm 
Oldsmobile feel of the past. The ride, 
in addition to being smoother and quiet- 
er, is also noticeably softer. 

Olds chassis changes show further con- 
sideration in the luxury car direction. 
Front shocks (still carried within the 
springs) afe now trunion-mounted for 
better wheel control. New valving in the 
shocks plus newly located body mounts 
complete the move to a softer ride. 

For the 1st time Olds will offer option- 
al dual exhausts (with oblong chrome ex- 
tensions that mold into depressions in the 
rear bumper ). It is expected that this de- 
sirable option will increase horsepower as 
much as 7 per cent and torque about 6 
per cent. 

Olds will use a new power steering uait 
(with a faster 19 to 1 ratio) which still 





Super 88 4-door™sedan has its own distinctive side trim and sports same 
240-horsepower Rocket engine as 98. Note stylish tear-shaped fender cutouts 


has road feel but requires only about a 2- 


pound effort to get the power assist. The 
same efficient brakes used in ’55 will be 
retained but a new foot-engaged (dash 
knob release) parking brake—a much- 
liked feature on Buicks—will replace the 
pull-type brake. 

There will be 13 body styles in the 3- 
series Olds line with 2- and 4-door Holi- 
day hardtops offered across the board. 
Olds is keeping pace with the color race 
with 19 new exterior finishes (only black 
and gray held over from ’55). Optional 
2-toning can be had in 3 different types 
and 155 combinations. 

Stylewise, the new _ Italian-flavored 
grille is easily the outstanding feature and 
is representative of a very tasteful face- 
lift. This year distinctive trim on the 98 
series (entirely different side moldings 
in particular) make it easily recognizable 
as the top-of-the-line Olds. Super 88 and 
88 moldings are slightly different from 
one another. Elsewhere the body has some 
new lines added to the basic °55 shell 
along with all-new bumpers, trim and 
ornaments. All fender cutouts are tear- 
drop shaped with no skirts being used. 


New 98 Deluxe 
Holiday hardtop 
shows distinctive and 
exclusive trim. 

All Holiday models 
will have designation 
on right fender 








As it did with the grille, Olds has put 
an all-new instrument panel in the ’55 
cutout. The speedometer is easy enough 
to read but what seems like an excess 
of chrome on the dash may result in 
disturbing highlights or glare. 

Interior dimensions are not changed 
but the front seat has been moved back 
to give 14 more inches of front legroom. 
Interiors will be in leather, Morocceen and 
7 types of fabric in various weaves. Con- 
siderable use will be made of metallic 
plastic material on doorpanels and other 
interior trim. 

Among the options, Olds will offer an 
improved air conditioner with greater 
capacity and reduced cool-down time and, 
for the start of the selling season, a heating 
system with better output. 

A 6-way power seat (forward and back, 
up and down, degree of tilt backwards 
and forwards) will be available and in 
the 98 Holiday and Starfire models the 
front seat will automatically slide forward 
for easy entry and exit to the rear when 
the front door is opened—it slides for- 


ward when the front seatback is tilted. 
—Al Kidd 











Olds has taken the evolutionary path for ‘56 with its 
newly trimmed tail lights, dual exhausts in bumper 
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New this year is a Caribbean hardtop, styled like the convertible with twin rear antennas 





New grille and headlights repeat wraparound’s curve. This is the Patrician, largest 4-door 
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ACKARD was 55 years old on Oct. 
2, 1955. Executives of the current, re- 
juvenated company are the Ist to admit 


that all has not been placid down thru * 


the years. This was especially true during 
the late ‘30s and early 40s when Pack- 
ard lost its grip on the high-price field. 
Once lost, one’s reputation takes a long 
time to re-establish in any field, but the 
new Nance management has convinced the 


public that the company now produces a | 


truly fine car, even tho they may not sell 
in quantities comparable with Cadillac. 

A separate car from the Packard is the 
new '56 Clipper, which will be registered 
as such from here on in. This is more than 
just a legal technicality; the name Pack- 
ard appears nowhere on the car. The move 
pretty much justifies Nance’s claim that 
Studebaker-Packard is the country’s 4th 
largest producer of a full line of cars. Be- 
tween the Champion and the Caribbean, 
every price class is bracketed. 

Biggest mechanical change is the new 
electrically operated pushbutton Ultramat- 
ic transmission. It is standard on the Carib- 
bean, optional on Clippers and Packards. 
Unlike Chrysler's version, which is actu- 
ated by cable controls, the pushbuttons on 
this one signal a servo motor located on 
the side of the transmission. Incidentally, 
the transmission itself is 95 pounds lighter 
than before, due to extensive use of alu- 
minum castings. It worked real fine when 
Walt Woron and I drove the car at the 
Packard Proving Grounds, but let him tell 
it in his own words: 

The transmission controls are on an 
arm extending from the steering column 
on the right-hand side. It has 6 buttons 
in sequence; along the top N, L, and H, 
along the bottom P, R, and D. You can 
reach any one of these without even 
taking your hands off the steering 
wheel, around the wheel rim or thru it 
over the spoke. The latter method 
seems most convenient. 

The controls are well thought out, 
safety-wise. I deliberately switched 
from DRIVE to PARK at about 70 mph. 


PACKARD and 
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Price leader, but blend-of-old-and-new style leader as well, Cl:pper Deluxe 








Clipper Super’s Panama hardtop looks much longer with 2nd-color sash around 








Cc. 
ion 4-door shows off huge and jetlike yet pleasing lights-bumper comb:nation midriff, has suitably better performance to match its deftly remodeled looks 
than 
ack- There was a loud racheting noise ema- bility makes an execellent extra emergency decreased from 4.2 to 3.8. The column has 
save nating from somewhere in the trans- brake. NEUTRAL, on the other hand, is a flexible coupling to dampen road shock, 
that mission, but the engineer riding with  safetied because Ultramatic (like most but should this diaphragm arrangement be 
4th me said that it was only a built-in warn- other automatics) can be seriously harmed damaged, a metal-to-metal contact takes 
Be- ing. The transmission was not being by prolonged coasting. over to prevent loss of control. 
— damaged, and shifted like a “pre-selec- An electric power failure could pose A much publicized option for Packards 
tor” to PARK as soon as I came to a a problem on a Packard or Clipper will be a non-slip ( power-dividing) differ- 
— standstill. Much the same happens if equipped with the new controls. Whatever ential. Many varieties of these have been 
aa you push REVERSE while moving for- gear it is in should this happen, you stay on the accessory market, but this one was 
“ ward at any speed above a walking in. The only solution would be to call a developed by Packard in conjunction with 
7” pace. There is no warning noise, but service truck and attach a booster battery. their gear supplier. For a detailed report 
-tu- the car won't shift until you have _ If the unit itself fails, as with a blown fuse, on a similar differential (Hi-Tork) see 
on slowed down to approximately 5 mph. _ it must be replaced on the spot or the car_ the August MT. (Continued on page 66) 
a It takes about one second for the elec- towed rear wheels up to the nearest Pack- 
lly, tric motor to go from PARK to REVERSE, afd garage. 
a. which are at opposite ends of the sector 4 found the instrument panel basical- Unsnap your Caribbean's tough leather seats, 
in the actuator. The unit is, of course, ly unchanged except that the gauges on + d h ean 
_ wired so that you can start the car only now have gold numerals, letters, and “er err erent tie: we geet ofan 
the : yee , with seats of brocade to impress anyone at all 
when in PARK or NEUTRAL, and the but-_ indicators on a silver background. A 
ell tons will not work at all with the ignition sweep-second clock is standard on all Pea 
off. Your youngster can punch the but- Packards and most Clippers. The panel 
tons all he wants should the car be stand- is very rich looking but not the most 
“i ing unattended in the driveway, but it will legible in the industry. 
- stay in PARK or whatever gear you may A slightly refined torsion bar suspen- 
4 have left it in. sion system is standard on all Packards as 
=e Surprisingly enough, there is no safety well as Super and Custom Clippers, and 
ng feature to prevent an inadvertent switch altho not specified, we presume it 1s Op- 
it to Low while driving at high speeds. We tional on the Clipper Deluxe. The front 
od questioned Packard engineers on this and and rear torque arm links have been low- 
they point out that altho you will expe- ered, introducing a tendency toward un- 
it rience pretty violent deceleration if, say, dersteer new for this system. Steering is 
d you do this at 80 mph, no damage will be considerably faster in all models, the 
h done to the transmission, and this capa- ®umber of turns from lock to lock being 
At the very top of the line is the impressive Carib- 
bean convertible, with twin airscoops atop its 
clean hood. Rear reflectors. are Packard hexagons 
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All new front end features massive grille 
and repositioned parking lights. Silver 
streaks are wider apart, headlight rims 
are painted. Chief Pontiac is gone 













drivescription 





LD CHIEF PONTIAC has disappeared completely from the 
hood ornament of all Pontiac cars this year, and a lot more 
attention has been given to the Chief's horses than his likeness. 
While Pontiac enthusiasts are still bound to favor distinctive 
Strato-Streak styling, many performance-minded new-car buyers 
are likely to take a closer look at Pontiac this year. In "54 180 
horsepower was standard in the Star Chief, but this year the 
Hydra-Matic-equipped Star Chief will sport 227 horses and 
even the less expensive 860 and 870 models will have 5 more 
horsepower than last year’s powerpack maximum of 200. 

There is a definite feel of more power, as evidenced in the 





heat-resistant valves. 
The new Hydra-Matic (called Strato-Flight) is certainl 


area. A new camshaft (on H-M-equipped cars) will provide 
increased lift and longer opening for the new aluminum-treated, 













the big added attraction in the Star Chief (may be available 
later on cheaper models). The result of the changes in th 
transmission is felt immediately. Normal upshifts are barel 
felt from 2nd to 3rd, and then. only when youre reall 
watching for them; from 3rd to 4th there’s absolutely ne 














feel. During normal stopping or slowing down, you can’t 


feel the downshift. In all, the feeling is as if you were driv- 





55 Pontiac with 227-horsepower 56 engine and transmis- ing a car with a torque converter. Full-throttle upshifts can] qhis 
sion that we drove at the factory in Pontiac, Mich. The be felt, but seem more positive and quicker than with the 
added acceleration is felt mostly in the upper speed ranges, old H-M transmission; from 3rd to 4th at an indicated 72] brs 
or highway speeds. mph I barely felt the shift. Downshifts give you a power oul 
The source of this new-found power is in the strengthened surge (which they should) but there is no mechanical clunk } 
block, which has a larger bore of 3'%6 inches (it was 3% last even at full throttle. on 
year) resulting in a displacement increase from 287 to 316.6 The Strato-Flight H-M is an all-new unit (see page 26 for trat 
cubic inches. Compression ratio has jumped from 8.0 to 8.9 (in details) which utilizes a fluid coupling for most gear changes. | 
synchromesh cars dished pistons will lower the ratio to 7.9, if There is now a new P position on the quadrant (still up on "55 
desired, for operation with regular fuel). The V8 will draw its the column) which has an advantage over some other PARK 
all-important breaths from a new 4-barrel carburetor with en- pawls. Parked on a hill you can leave the transmission in P 


larged throats and thru an intake manifold with increased channel 


30 MOTOR TREND/DECEMBER 1955 
$ 





and still start the car, making it useful as an emergency 
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Restyled rear end takes on a new 
look with enlarged 4-pointed stars, 
chrome-hooded tail lights, dual 
exhausts with bumper extensions 





This 870 4-door sedan gives excellent overall view of the Pontiac facelift 


brake. You cannot move ahead until you’ve taken the lever 
out of P position. 

An improved version of the 55 Hydra-Matic will be offered 
on 860 and 870 models. A new and more rugged synchromesh 
transmission will be standard on all Pontiacs. 

Handling qualities of the Pontiac (rated among the top for 
55) are even better this year. Adhesion in corners is quite 





good and steering response is equally pleasing to the critical. 

Chassis changes are few but well directed. Chief among these 
are an improved steering knuckle and support assembly. 

The ride is still “solid and well-behaved” (as we described 
it la t year), altho possibly a trifle softer. 

The slightly softer ride is derived from new valving in the 
shocks and full-length rear spring liners. 

A refined power steering unit is less bulky (but with larger 
pump capacity) and while it retains road feel, the necessary 
wheel pull is reduced from 9 to 4% pounds pressure. Universal 
joints have been enlarged to take the increased torque. On the 
Star Chief and 870 models, insulation (including Pontiac’s Ist 
underhood insulation) has been improved for quieter operation. 

For the 1st time dual exhausts are offered as an option. These 
have elongated extensions that recess neatly into the rear bump- 
er. The standard system has larger pipe diameters and newly 
designed mufflers for minimum back pressure. The Pontiac also 
has a new starter motor with the smaller clutch and solenoid 
enclosed in a watertight housing to aid in easy starts and pro- 
tect the mechanism from moisture and road dirt. 

In the all-important styling department Pontiac has gone 
along with a more-or-less typical facelift—while vaguely new 
in appearance the 2-inch longer 56 models are unmistakably 
Pontiac. The familiar silver streaks are slightly wider apart and 
recessed almost flush with the hood to assume their best appear- 
ance to date. The new grille is more massive in appearance. The 
basic body shell remains the same with such trim innovations as 
chromed spears on a convex molding pointing forward along the 
rear fenders from the tail lights—these have Scotchlite tape in 
3 small indentations to serve as side reflectors. 

The 4-pointed stars of '55 have grown in size and moved 
from the fender to the rear deck. New rear-end treatment is 
highlighted with slim chrome hoods over the tail lights. Side 
trim is basically the same on all models and flows in an almost 
exact reverse of 55’s sweep. 

Pontiac will have models galore (15 in all) with 4-door 
hardtops added to the increasingly (Continued on page 57) 





The 4-door Catalina is new and 
will be offered thruout the Pon- 
tiac line. Top-priced Star Chief 
shown here has optional rear 
fender skirts and dual exhausts 
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NFORTUNATELY, we must temporarily do without de- 

tailed pictures and description of one of the most interest- 

ing of the new cars. The reason revolves around something 

called a “release date” which means, simply, that Studebaker 

arbitrarily cannot be publicized prior to Dec. 10. This issue of 

MT has been on the newsstands since Nov. 10, so we must be 
content with teasing ourselves as well as you. 

Both sedan and sport model Studebakers have undergone 
what is in our opinion the most drastic restyling short of chang- 
ing basic body tooling in the history of the industry. Speaking 
of Loewy-styled Studebakers of the recent past, parent corpora- 
tion president James Nance says: “You either liked it or you dis- 
liked it. It was a highly individualistic car .. .” 

Speaking of the new sedan models, he says: “We feel we have 
taken them out of the fringe market and put them squarely back 
in the middle of the market.” Both quotes are obvious references 
to the former, controversial European look. 

First interior si cman The new sedans—Champion, Commander, President, and 
feature to greet you . E. equivalent: of the Land Cruiser—have been thoroughly 
in the surprisingly ’ aan D Americanized,” but it has been done in a most tasteful 
new Stedebohers Is é — : manner. Both Don MacDonald and I feel at the moment 
the “Cyclops Eye” Leh N that they are prime candidates to take the next MT best 
one-figure-at-a- Ay styling award. I didn’t notice an outstanding difference in 
time speedometer. J the performance of the Studebaker driven at the Packard 
Flaned brohedrems ee | ek Proving Ground, altho there is an improvement from 1955. 
appear on President mt / Outstanding interior feature is the new “Cyclops Eye” 
and Golden Hawk " 4 / speedometer which works kind of like running a powerful 
, ee magnifying glass over a line of newsprint. There, you see 

only the word you are reading; in this case, the speed at 

which you are driving. Other instruments are set in a row 

underneath and are of the new “flag” type. For example, 

while water temperature is normal, a green band shows; 

should the car overheat, a red (Continued on page 61) 


9 STUDEBAKER 
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OR THE 7TH straight year the na- 

tion’s hottest hot rods gathered on 
Utah’s Bonneville Salt Flats to go after 
SCTA sponsored flying-mile straightaway 
speed records. With the help of masterful 
modifications, strange conglomerations of 
engines (3 flat-head Fords in one car) 
and quantities of nitromethane, it was one 
of the speediest meets ever. Fastest of all 
was the Hill-Davis-Duncan class C (modi- 
fied DeSoto V8) streamliner which turned 
in a remarkable one-way run of 238 mph. 
In a return run the same car burned holes 
in 7 of its 8 pistons so this record didn’t 
go in the books. A stock Chrysler 300 
using straight gasoline turned 130 mph 
and a slightly modified 55 Chevy V8 did 
125. Bill Scace clipped 9 mph off the 
previous closed sports car record when 
his Mercedes-Benz posted a 136.397 mph 
average. Even tho the salt was considered 
to be in very poor condition it didn’t pre- 
vent the setting of these 15 bright new 
marks in these classes: 

Class 
B Roadster 


C Roadster 
D Roadster 


D Modified 
Roadster 

B Coupe 

C Coupe 


D Coupe 
E Coupe 


Owner Speed 
Carroll Thompson 160.991 
Bill Summers 174.133 
Voigt 

Automotive 179.150 
Nie Kamp & 

Peterson 203.338 
Sanchez & Cagle 

& LeMmen 152.935 
Sanchez & Cagle 

& LeMmen 155.458 
Fish & Duffy 152.606 
Hartelt & Minder 

& Hart 156.656 
Betz & 

Koopman Bros. 109.600 
Art Chrisman 190.839 


A Competition 


upe 
D Competition 
Coupe 
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_ Bonneville saw many shattered records this year. Left: C Lake- 


ster with Merc mill did 181 


mph. Right: Hill-Davis-Duncan 


Streamliner was later demolished attempting a new International 
Class C record; driver Ed Losinski was not seriously hurt 


by Al Kidd 
Sports Editor 


H Lakester Cooper Racing 


Cars ; 91.102 
Experimental 
i 211.267 


Automotive 
Cooper Racing 
Cars 118.271 
Duncan & Hill 
& Davis 236.842 
Sports Car, Closed William Scace 136.397 
(over 1500 cc) 


And the '56 Dodge shattered all records 
for American closed cars for every distance 
up to 31,224 miles, broke 306 records, 
and traveled 92.86 mph during the 14-day 
period of continuous operation (including 
pit stops) ... Most of the 16,000 people 
(most of them regular attenders) who 
gathered at Colorado Springs’ famed 
Pikes Peak to watch the 33rd annual AAA 
hillclimb thought it was all over when 
Loren Roberts snaked up the treacherous 
12.42-mile course in a record-breaking 
14 minutes 39.5 seconds (old record: 
14:39.7, set last year by Keith Andrews ). 
But buried back in 2nd-to-last starting 
position was an old timer (never a win- 
ner) around the mountain, Bob Finney. 
With the course dry and fast and his hot 
Lincoln-powered Frenzel Special running 
to perfection, Finney lopped a full 12.3 
seconds off Roberts’ short-lived mark to 
win in a breeze. Of interest too was a 
crack at the hill made by a stock ’55 
Dodge (pace car for.the event). The 
Dodge, driven by Pikes Peak Hill Climb 
Assn. President Lloyd Faddis, turned in 
a creditable 19:34.4 for a new AAA stock 
car record. Later in the month, com- 
petition-minded Chevrolet invaded the 
mountain under NASCAR sanction. 


C Lakester 
N Streamliner 


B Streamliner 


Report on Bonneville, 
Pikes Peak, Elkhart 
Lake, Watkins Glen... 


Chevrolet engineer Zora Arkus-Duntov 
drove a disguised (but strictly stock) ’56 
Chevy up the Peak in 17:24.05 to break 
a 21-year-old stock car record... In 2 of 
the nation’s best-known sports car races, 
California’s Phil Hill and Connecticut's 
Sherwood Johnston provided most of the 
thrills and got most of the glory. They 
squared off on Elkhart Lake’s brand new 
Road America course for one of the most 
tremendous duels in American sports car 
racing history. During the entire 148- 
mile grind, Hill’s Monza Ferrari and 
Johnston’s D Jaguar raced literally side 
by side. Finally, on the last lap, Hill edged 
by Johnston to win by a fraction of a 
second. Ernie Erickson’s yellow D Jag was 
a distant 3rd. Winner Hill, who has raced 
almost everywhere, called Road America’s 
course the outstanding one he has seen— 
it could be the country’s main hope for a 
true American Grand Prix. But more was 
to come at an older course. If Elkhart 
Lake wasn’t the trump card in Sherwood 
Johnston’s hand, Watkins Glen certainly 
was. As nearly 100,000 spectators looked 
on, Johnston drove Briggs Cunningham's 
D Jaguar into the lead on the very Ist 
lap and stayed there for the full 101 miles. 
His fastest lap over the 4.6-mile course 
was 3 minutes and 18 seconds; his race 
average, over 81 mph. Last year’s Glen 
winner, Bill Spear, got 2nd place with his 
new Maserati. The Watkins Glen course, 
still perhaps best known to the U.S. pub- 
lic, consists of macadam country roads 
with several 90-degree turns, a hairpin 
turn and 3 high-speed curves. It was ad- 
mirably controlled, Lee Hines and Fred 




















HOT ROD MAGAZINE 





Niekamp and Peterson’s Class D Modified Roadster was a real 
sand-shifter with its top speed of 203.338 mph. Right: often 
a bridesmaid, Bob Finney made it in 55 at Pikes Peak for 
a 12.3-seconds-faster record in a Frenzel-Lincoin Special 


Skeris tell us, by the Race Communica- 
tions Assn. Despite speeds of over 120 
mph, their fine work avoided all spectator 
injuries. Only once was their calm opera- 
tion interrupted: During the Seneca Cup 
Race (an 11-lap, 50.6-mile run for all 
owner-driven cars over 1500 cc), Dave 
Gilbert’s new Austin-Healey hit a drain- 
age ditch and he lost control. Landing 
right-side-up in an infield meadow, he 
severed the Communications Assn.’s lines. 
They were repaired in a trice; not so 
Dave, who is on the critical list with 
spinal injuries. Other Glen winners: Sene- 
ca Cup, Dr. M.R.S. Wyllie (3rd straight 
year for him) on his C Jag after Phil 
Cade’s Maserati-Chrysler spun out; Col- 
lier Brothers Memorial (production cars 
under 1500 cc, excluding Porsches ), Oak- 
leigh Robinson (Continued on page 46) 


CLEM ZEBROWSKI 


ROY J. HARPER 


Roaring toward the bridge midway thru the final lap, Sherwood Johnsion’s D Jaguar leads Phil Hill’s 
Monza Ferrari. Hill thundered across the finish line 1st after overtaking on the last hard right 


At Watkins Glen, Johnston turned the tables (see above photo). Here he is getting the checkered flag 
after averaging 81 mph plus before 100,000 spectators in the Glen’s main event of a well-packed day 


FRED SKERIS AND LEE HINES 


what's 
coming up? 


november 

20, NASCAR Late-Model Stock Car Race, Willow 
Springs, Calif. 

20, AAA 100-Mile Champ Race, Las Vegas, Nev. 

23-27, MSCA Great American Mountain Rally, 
New York. 


december 


3-4, CSCC Race, Palm Springs, Calif. 
5-11, BAC Speed Week, Nassau, Bahamas. 


january 

7-15, Auto Show, International Amphitheatre, 
Chicago. 

20-21, SCCA Annual Meeting, Detroit. 


12-26, NASCAR Speedweek, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
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photos by Fotografia Ravensburg 


Spohn workmen swarm around prototype in last-ditch 
effort to get car (and its top) ready for introduction at 
Paris show. Even production version will be pretty much 
handmade by these same sure, unhurried craftsmen 


VERY BLUE MOON, a dedicated person or 
group attempts to produce for sale in at least 
some quantity an automobile upon which a price 
is set after it is styled and engineered. Such a car 
is the Gaylord. 
In the past, many efforts like this have met with 
varying degrees of no success. We might cite 
England’s pre-war Squire, postwar Invicta; France’s 
struggle to keep alive the Talbot Lago and disinter 
the Bugatti; Spain’s government-subsidized Pegaso, 
and America’s own Cunningham Vignale. Looked 
at another way, Rolls-Royce started with little but 
high ideals as did Daimler-Benz and many other famous names, 
some still alive and flourishing today. 
Certainly, the Gaylord was born with the proverbial silver 
spoon in its grille. Check with your wife and you will find 
that Gaylord stands for the inventor and still the world’s largest 
producer of bobbypins. You can be sure that the car has had 
every advantage that money can provide. 
It was engineered around standard American parts by pro- he 
fessionals under the inspired direction of 2 young Gaylord 
sons, Jim K. and Edward. It was imaginatively styled by the : ae ; 
famous designer, Brooks Stevens, and bodies will be built by that Components of various cars, plus purely original designs by Brooks 
superb craftsman, Spohn of Ravensburg, Germany, at the rate Stevens, have been blended into harmonious whole that makes car 
of about 25 per year. leading contender for modern classic title. Transmission is Hydra-Matic 
Does all of this make the car worth approximately $10,000 
to you? That is quite a bit to invest in an ideal subject for 


depreciation. Perhaps we can help you decide when we say that 

the project stemmed from the Gaylord brothers’ dissatisfaction 

with the best postwar automobiles produced on both sides of 

the Atlantic Ocean, most all of which they have owned at one 
time or another. 

They knew they wanted a personal automobile that would 
be at home in Chicago traffic and potentially capable of a good ‘ . aes . 4 
showing at Le Mans. In the words of Jim Gaylord, “It wasn’t Engineered in Chicago, styled in Mil- 
to be just another sports car, or even something better than waukee, its bodies built by Spohn of 


that; it must be better than anything in the world for its purpose s 
—the ultimate in personal transportation.” Germany, the Gaylord car is a new 
Brooks Stevens well remembers his first instructions, relayed contender in the highest price class 
verbally to him by Jim: “The car must have ‘clamshell’ fender cece 
design, different headlight treatment but with function. The 
theme should be sound rather than futuristic or controversial. by Don MacDonald 
The car must be relatively small but still have more passenger 
room than any other car being built for 2 passengers. It must Gee 
be completely weatherproof, but also fully convertible when i 
wanted. Lastly the grille should be a trademark worthy of 
perpetuation.” (Judge whether he succeeded. ) 
At first reading, the above might seem to be an irrelevant 
collection of details. Stevens did not (Continued on page 59) 





Perhaps the world’s only car that looks graceful FR 
with its door open, Gaylord has achieved quality we \ 
look by simple expedient of sparing no expense a 

in achieving his dream of top car in personal field re “of 


; 
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Lack of ostentatious length seems to emphasize the Gaylord’s unsur- 
passed luxury and attention to minute details. Fins are integral portion 
of design. Top, when up, gives no hint of its disappearing act 





a \n 
Rear fins serve function of making folding top appear to be perma- 


nent, instead of stuck on car as afterthought. Recessed rear window 
surrounded with lavish chrome, looks discreet, saves sunburned necks 


THE MONEY 




















by ; YY va e " +e . e / “8 The -v . i: ? ‘ yD, 
Chrome bars and cleats are intended for practical use in carrying 
luggage, particularly when steel top is occupying the rear compartment 


Massive Lucas P-100 headlights set front-end theme, while grille will 
be the trademark of future models. Stevens touch is unmistakable 


» - 
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Cooling of brakes is assisted by the fins. 
Shock mounting is rugged, makes service easy 


DRIVING 
AROUND 


EK. PAT BROLLIER 


cag ai 
7 vi 


a. 


v 
~ 
Ws 


a 
ty 


Putting up the convertible top is absolutely no chore for the owner, even 
from the driver's seat. Top stows away neatly behind the 2 bucket seats. 
Altho the factory designates the other version of 190-SL a coupe, in reality 
it’s a convertible with removable metal hardtop and added chrome trim 


MERCEDES-BENZ 190-SL 


ERCEDES-BENZ has long been a magic name among 

automotive-minded people, with its mere mention enough 
to cause goose pimples. Why? The name has always stood for 
quality, performance, dependability, and a certain aura not to 
be found in any other car—even for twice the price. It’s little 
wonder then, isn’t it, that I've been anxiously awaiting the 
opportunity to test the new Mercedes-Benz 190-SL? 

And just how does this descendant of the long line of Mer- 
cedes wonder cars stack up? In a nutshell—more than ade- 
quately. Quality is decidedly one of its fortes, while you must, 
on the other hand, come to the conclusion that the 190-SL 
is not a sports car in the strictest sense of the word—particu- 
larly if you are to thoroughly understand and enjoy the car. It 
is better that you approach it with the reservation that here is 
a fine quality, sports-touring car capable of giving you lots 
of driving pleasure but not many wins in 2-liter competition. 








\ 





end in frame keeps unsprung 





Don’t let the horsepower figure of the 116-cubic-inch, 4-cylin- 
der engine fool you, for tho it’s a fairly high 120, the overall 
weight of 2643 pounds (our test car) results in a weight/power 
tatio of 22 to 1. This is higher (meaning less performance) 
than the majority of American stock cars. On the other hand, 
there’s no American stock car engine that extracts nearly as much 
as the 190-SL’s one-horsepower-plus for every cubic inch of 
displacement. It does this by using a highly efficient overhead 
camshaft arrangement, 8.5 to 1 compression ratio, twin Solex 
carbs, and by revving high (5700 for peak, 6000 maximum). 
If you could trim the weight-more than is possible now (doors 
replaced with lighter ones, removing the windshield and 
bumpers) or up the horsepower with higher compression, you 
might well go along with the factory’s claim of a car in which 
it is “absolutely possible to participate successfully in automobile 
racing contests.” It ¢s possible, but hardly practical. 

Now that the contest-minded readers are no longer with us, 
just what are the 190-SL’s attributes? As I said previously, 
quality is one of the outstanding features. You get the feeling 
that craftsmen were hard at work, that the artisans who assem- 
bled this car are proud of their handiwork. The panels all fit, 
the finish is good (tho not very inspiring), the bumpers are 
well made and unusually adequate for such a car. In fact, 
everything is so well done up that when you come to something 
like the flimsy decklid and lock, you find it entirely out of 
keeping with the Mercedes-Benz nameplate. Equally incongruous 
is the fact that the back of your hand hits the armrest as you 
crank the window. You're certainly hard put to find any faults 


In the driver's seat you are greeted by an array of instruments and con- 
trols from an oil pressure gauge always on 90 to a hot engine primer 





Note single-U-joint swing axle. Suspending rear Shock absorber between frame and pitman Performance of small engine indicates effec- 
arm helps ease steering, smooth out handling tiveness of overhead cam, dual carburetors 
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with the workmanship, tho. It’s about as good as you'll see. 

Performance-wise you'll show your stop-lights to most of last 
year’s stock cars in the low- and medium-priced fields. Here’s 
what we racked up in standing-start acceleration checks: 

0-30 mph, 3.9 secs. (1st gear only) 

0-60 mph, 11.6 secs. (1st, 2nd & 3rd) 

Y4-mile (76 mph), 18.7 secs. (1st, 2nd, & 3rd) 

To get maximum acceleration, you wind it up real tight to 
6000 rpm in each gear, snapshifting in between. The best 
times we got in the highway passing ranges were also made by 
revving up as tight as possible in each gear, for example: 

30-50 mph, 4.7 secs. (2nd gear only) 

50-80 mph, 13.2 secs. (2nd and 3rd) 

I even tried it up a 32 per cent grade, steeper than any you'll 
find except in Los Angeles and San Francisco. The 1st time I 
shifted out of Ist gear at 4000 rpm, but it wouldn't take it 
in 2nd. I repeated the climb, but this time kept it in 1st, cresting 
the top at 30 mph and 5000 rpm, with plenty of throttle 
to spare. 

You'll have to use the gears a lot in traffic, since you don’t 
get best performance without revving up the engine. You can’t 
go much lower than 40 mph in 3rd gear without bucking or at 
least lugging the engine; I therefore found it best to use 3rd 
gear around town. It’s easy to whip around in traffic, since the 
car is small and vision is good; there’s no problem in parking. 

On the open road, you'll cruise along effortlessly and stably 
right on up to top speed, which in our case was 103.4 mph (the 
factory claims 111.8 mph). You won't have to use any corrective ! 
action, since the 190-SL keeps a straight-line course, even on | 
crowned roads. There’s absolutely no wind wander, nor is the 
car affected by sharp gusts. The only wheel vibration is over 
rough roads. 

When the road begins to wind you get the general feeling 
that the 190-SL will handle like a superb sports car, but don’t 
let this lead you to a wrong assumption. As you speed up and 
begin to push it into the corners, you get a sort of sloshing | 

| 










around (the tires seem to roll under and the car appears to shift 
sidewise). On a real sharp (90-degree) turn taken fast (30 
mph) for its radius, the back end will break, but the steering | 
is sO positive you can easily correct without even changing the 
throttle opening. On faster (40 mph and up) turns, you can 
take it thru in an easily controlled 4-wheel drift. Body lean 
is noticeable but not objectionable to the driver, requiring 
the passenger to hold on. 

Coming out of dips or over bumps there’s no wallowing. 
It's no problem keeping control of the car even when you leave 
the asphalt. Car tracks seem the same as a smooth road, and | 
















washboards don’t affect it adversely. The ride is a strange 
combination of soft and firm—it takes dips and bumps in 
stride, but you do feel the tarstrips. (Continued on page 67) 
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oe _. with glittering silver 
'. and gold to whet the desire 
of the most exuberant advocate 
_ of “gracious living” 


photos by George Barris 
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OASTING aa television set, radio-telephone, tape recorder, 

and cocktail bar among its many other expressions of all- 

out individualism, this Cadillac Le Mans by Barris cuts a wide 
swath anywhere. 

Its basic chassis is the experimental Cadillac Le Mans, which 
was shown over the country in the GM Motorama exhibits of 
1953. This modification (by Barris Kustom Autos, 11054 At- 
lantic Blvd., Lynwood, Calif.) was submitted to Harry Karl, 
the shoe store executive, before construction began. 

The body is mostly Fiberglas with the exception of the lower 
fender panels, which are formed of body steel and then blue- 
white chrome plated. Trim between the lower chromed patts 
of the fenders and the Fiberglas part of the body is 14-inch 
steel bar, plated with 24-karat gold. To stop rattles before 
they start, a strip of 14-inch rubber separates the gold-plated 
trim and the body panels. Hubcaps are done in a combination 
of gold and chrome; the 30 individually inserted “spokes” and 
the protruding center are gold, with the remainder in chrome. 


by Bill Babbitt 


Paint is 30 coats of “platinum dust” sprayed over a polychro- 
matic base sealer. 

The rear window and top are trimmed with chrome-plated 
steel. The whole top assembly including the rear window can 
be removed, or the window may be left in place and the top 
removed (photo at right below). 

The engine is the 300-horsepower Cadillac with dual 4-throat 
carburetors set up by the factory for the original Le Mans 
model. All engine accessories, valve covers, etc., are chrome 
plated, of course. 

A dynamotor, installed by Ernie’s TV (8133 Compton Blvd., 
Paramount, Calif.) converts power from the 12-volt system to 
the proper voltage for the television, tape recorder and radio- 
telephone. The TV, wired thru the ignition switch, can be played 
only when the engine is not running. 

C. & C. Bar Specialists (6826 Crenshaw Blvd., Los Angeles) 
styled the bar in Formica, inlaid wood, and gold leaf. It hides 
under a red leather panel, which matches the upholstery. 
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T PHRASE—“Is my car a classic?” 

- starts a fat percentage of the letters 
received in this department. We have to 
say “no” oftener than we can gladden the 
heart of an owner, but we have a confes- 
sion to make: 

If you have yearned to own a well- 
restored classic car but feel that you 
can’t afford it, you have every right to 
blame us. MI has promoted and pub- 
licized the hobby to the point where re- 
storable true classics not already in the =" 
hands of collectors are as rare as crown mz ss 
jewels and almost as expensive. 2: ae 

The high moguls of classic cardom 
have fortunately been so choosy that only “ ~~ 
a few makes qualify for their elite group. —- ff * 
This has left a vast fringe of neglected in feet f ‘a 
vehicles that face death in a junkyard & 
unless someone takes special interest in 4 
them. Model A’s seem saved by the many 
clubs now springing up all over the 
country. However, they are by no means 
the only cars worth saving. Take a look 
at some of these; restoring them would 
be low-budget fun, and on the road we 
think they would swing almost as many 
envious eyes your way as the best Packard, 
Lincoln, or what-have-you classic. 


1931 Buick Model 8-94 Sport Roadster 


1936 LaSalle 2-Passenger Coupe 


1934 Auburn 8 Cabriolet 


PHOTOS COURTESY AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS ASSN. 
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ACH OF US feels a pang when a fine 
old automobile becomes a victim of 

the junkie’s torch. Included in the hun- 
dreds of letters I receive are frequent ref- 
erences to specific examples of the deaths 
of classic and not-quite-classic cars. Natu- 
rally I feel distressed upon learning these 
facts; the writers must feel the same way 
or they would not refer to the incidents. 
Included, also, are many requests for 
advice on the purchase of particular auto- 
mobiles. In many instances, I have to say 
no, substantiating it with a reason, such as 
“the car is over-priced” or “the car is non- 
classic.” A negative reply frequently dooms 
a given car to the scrap pile, and a nega- 
tive reply printed in this column gives rise 
to cries of protest from those who feel that 


Dear Bob: 


Is My Car a 
Classic?” 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


| CAit 
C Lal td 


a particular car, whether classic or not, 
will be doomed. 

Many letters are received to the effect 
that even a non-classic deserves a better 
fate than the scrap pile, and a few letters 
take me to task because I advised against 
a purchase. Consider, however, the plight 
of reader friends who are unacquainted 
with the values of historic automobiles 
and who are neophytes in the classic car 
hobby. Invariably ‘those in this category 
wonder whether it is advisable to purchase 


a 1931 Buick for a sum approximating 
$600 or $800. If I say yes, there is littie 
doubt that a car ‘will be purchased and 
restored, and the total investment will far 
exceed the realistic value of the automo- 
bile. I assume that most collectors are lucky 
if they can afford one car. If my assumption 
is correct and the enthusiast invests a siz- 
able amount in a non-classic car, ne cannot 
recoup his investment in order to purchase 
the true classic when he ultimately finds 
it. The effect may therefore be that we have 
rescued one 1931 Buick at the expense of 


-one discouraged, disillusioned hobbyist. 


There are those who say it is worth the 
sacrifice of the neophyte in order to save 
the Buick. Any well-built old car, such as 
the example used, occupies an important 
position in my mind, but I cannot agree 
that it is wise to forfeit the individual's 
welfare in return for the car. 

Cries of anguish are bound to be heard 
if I write “the 1930 Franklin is non-clas- 
sic.” Yet it would seem that such a state- 
ment would be a welcome guide to the 
uninitiated. We all feel it when a car like 
a fine Franklin is destroyed, but consider 
how you would feel if you were in my 
position and received a letter like this: 

“I recently purchased a 1931 Franklin 
coupe for $800. It is the 6-cylinder job 
and requires a complete restoration. The 
car has not been started since prior to the 
War because the engine is frozen. Kindly 
tell me, if you can, the easiest way to free 
my engine. I would also like to know 
where I can obtain an exhaust manifold 
and transmission gears for this automo- 
bile.” (Name withheld. ) 

This is not an isolated instance. I 
have others in which the writers mention 
purchase prices like $900 for an unre- 
stored Model A, $725 for a 6-cylinder 
1932 Studebaker, and $750 for a 1905 
Tourist. I was particularly shocked at the 
price paid for the Tourist; because. of its 
cracked block and the condition of the rest 
of it, I personally refused to pay $75 for 
the same car within the past 90 days. 

To those of you who would advise 
saving every car, I say consider the shellack- 
ing the neophyte purchaser might take if 
I advise restoring all cars. ‘ 

John Reckner, of Galway, N.Y., wants 
to know if the 1937 Chrysler Airflow 4- 
door sedan is a classic. In my opinion it 
is not, but this car contained so many ad- 
vanced features that collectors thruout the 
country have acquired models and restored 
them. These cars were built as production 
items but sales were so disappointing that 
they were ultimately discontinued (the '37 
model was the last). There are 2 decided 
views on the car. Many collectors claim it 
died because it was ugly. Others claim that 
it died because it was too advanced for its 
time. Most enthusiasts agree that altho the 
car was distinctive it did not show that 
degree of outstanding~mechanical perfec- 
tion and craftsmanship generally asso- 
ciated with true classics. Majority of enthu- 
siasts deem it only a special interest car. 


W. J. L. Parrish, of Highland Park, IIL. 
writes: “On page 45 of the August issue 
is a photo of a 1931 Model 99 Detroit 
Electric. The body has attracted my interest 
as it bears a striking resemblance to the 
1929 Windsor 4-passenger coupe manu- 
factured by the Moon Motor Car Co. in 
St. Louis, Mo. 

“I was associated with Moon in the en- 
gineering department and some of the finer 
details shown in the photo appear to be 
those of the original body. 

“Union City Body Co. manufactured the 
bodies for Moon and it is possible the dies 
(what few there were) were acquired by 
someone after Moon went out of business. 
The basic 4-door sedan design was created 
for Moon Motor by Howard Darrin of the 
firm of Hibbard and Darrin, at that time 
custom body building in Paris. The 4-pas- 
senger coupe followed the same lines. 

“It would be interesting to know if 
my memory is correct.” 

“Dutch” Darrin says reader Parrish’s 
memory is correct. 

The classic era is generally conceded to 
be from 1928 to 1942. A few readers have 
automobiles which were originally built 
around 1918 or in the early ’20s but cus- 
tomized by established body builders in 
later years. To be more specific, consider 
the 1918 Hispano-Suiza which was fitted 
with a 1937 body by Million and Guiet. 
Is the car a classic? Does its age detract 
from its value as a classic? The problem is 
not rare. In the early ’20s many wealthy 
families purchased outstanding cars such 
as Mercedes-Benz, Isotta-Fraschini, His- 
pano-Suiza and Duesenberg, to name just 
a few. Fabulous prices were generally paid 
and by the middle ’30s the cars were ob- 
solete in appearance, yet they showed ab- 
solutely no serious mechanical wear. Rath- 
er than spend $15,000 or $16,000 for a 
new car, the owners had the bodies rebuilt. 
Many of these rebuilt cars are in existence 
today. Are they classics? 

Numerous letters have been received 
from Armed Forces personnel stationed 
overseas. Generally the men are near the 
end of their overseas duty and request ad- 
vice on whether to bring automobiles pur- 
chased in foreign countries into the States. 
Letters fall into 3 categories, i.e., whether 
to bring in classic cars, sports cars and 
even American cars. The writers wonder 
whether it would not be advantageous to 
import these automobiles in view of the 
decided financial benefits granted by our 
government to the G.I. who wishes to im- 
port a car. 

G.I.s can purchase U.S. cars overseas at 
a 20 per cent discount thru their local PX. 
But domestic cars are plentiful and sizable 
discounts can often be obtained here. 

The same situation exists in regard to 
sports cars. A comparison of Stateside 
prices with foreign prices of typical sports 
cars indicates that the G.I. will not bene- 
fit greatly, if at all, by purchasing a car 
overseas and bringing it home. 

Overseas G.I.s can benefit, however, if 
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PORTER | 


e DUAL MUFFLERS e 


America’s finest for over 
@ quarter century 








Join the 1955 automotive trend and convert 
your single exhaust s 9 to a genuine 
PORTER Dual System to 

Porter Dual Exhaust Systems incorporate the 
newest engineering “know how” with the 
highest manufacturing standards. All Porter 
Muffler shells are constructed of seamless 16 
gauge steel. 








Chevrolet V-8...... 1955 x 
Chry. Wind. V-8..1955 = ........... 33.50 
De Soto V-8.......... aaa 33.50 
Dodge V-8............ . is 33.50 
Plymouth V-8....... 1955 


Mercury 
Oldsmobile........... 
Pontiac V-8 
Also duals for 6 cyl. Chev—Dodge—Plymouth. 
Porter Steel-Pack and Hollywood Dual 


Sets available for older model cars at 
low-cost prices. Clubs, write today for 


aaa 





JOE MOORE 





ng prices. 
Saahe Mufflers, Hollywood or Steel 
ed from $6.95 to $10.50. Porter's 
pee deadening resonators $6.50 each 
(all cars). 
Ask your nearest dealer to order for you, 
——— direct to factory using coupon 
low. 





Same Management Since 1938 
11820 W. Olympic Bivd., L.A. 64, Calif. 





é Make of cor................ VORP... Model...... t 
Dual Set........ Single Muffier.... 

a Power Brake........ Power Steering........ | 
Name........... aclu 

¥ EE State... a b 
Send 50% ‘with | order, balance "€.0. D. 





plus freight charges. 
hae meee ee 
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they bring in true classics purchased at 
reasonable prices in foreign countries. 
Three requirements are paramount: The 
cars must be in good mechanical condition, 
must be priced reasonably, and must be 
Ist-rate and not 2nd-rate classics. Many 
people heve lost many dollars by importing 
2nd-rate cars such as Auto-Union, the vin- 


tage DKW,, and the older Swallow an 
Alfa. Others have benefited greatly by im 
porting certain models of the Duesenberg 
(there are a number in Europe), Me 
cedes-Benz, Rolls-Royce and other reco 
nized classics. 

As in any other business venture, ye 
must know your merchandise! 


‘ HEADING HOME IN A LEBARON LINCOLN 





Lewis B. Markley, wi 
ner of Motor Trend; 
“Win a Restorable Cla 
sic” contest, looks 
little anxious as 

heads his “new” ¢ 
into the Hollywood BI 
traffic on the 1st leg 
his journey to Ardmo 
Okla. Pete Molson (leff 
and Bob Gottlieb a 
wishing him a safe jou 
ney (he reports it wag 

















posed, 150-cubic-inch engine drives the front wheels. 
MT will let you know any production plans (there are 


none at present). Note particularly the Tucker-like 
rear. (See “Next Revival—the Fastback,’ page 60) 














Have no fear, these gentlemen a 
not a reincarnation of Hitler's 

tapo. They are testing the new 12 
mph Borgward experimental car. It 
body is lightweight metal mounte 
on a tube’ frame. A horizontally op 
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4 54 Ford. POSTPAID. . 
hev. POSTPA 4 


6 soe B 
No. 304—1953 Piyn POSTPAID. 


Seoutitut 3 tone heovyweight gg 
‘obric in Baroque White and Ebony Bio: 
im. center panel in a choice of Metallic thie. 
green or flosh red. State choice. Easy to fol 
low instruction manual included. No speciat 
Install in minutes 
Upholstery trim 
i fe 


tools or sesh needed 
Custom styte 

for all cars encent 
styling os the newest 


cludes 2 ooncis 32 50 to cover 2 doors 


PosTpaD Pale 5.49 
OVERHAUL ANY MOTOR 


MIRACULOUS RESULTS FOR ALL ENGINES 
S—8 WITH MOTOR OVERHAUL 


New, Super 
Powered 

MOTOR Concentrate 
OVERHAUL tot on, 


Uncondition- 
Guorenteed of 








— Extra — to 


Old 
ANCREASES POWER! 
SAVES GAS AND SIL 
By fitting up cracks, pits, holes and surfac 
power of 


The mileage you get from 
is automatically in- 


lets you get as muc! 
out © feach quart of oil 
pour MOTOR OVERHAUL 

That's all there is to it. 

= and your cor never has to be out of 


No. '365—POSTPAID—Eoch 











NEW FIBERGLASS 


CUSTOMIZING KITS 

ALSO oy IN SPOTS, HOLES 
iD RUSTS OUTS 

Has oo ‘roves material, tough 


of the 
NO bog a NO SOLDERING. No tools. 


19—kit and M. voip $3. 78 


Stock N 
to Cover, 3 sa. ft. POSTPAID 
$9.9 


No, 307—Kit & material to cover 
12 sq. ft. POSTPAID.......2.. 





SAFETY BELT. 


An attractive, quality 


meets all 


toches 
or. Easy t 

Adjustable tor bob: 

las well os an adult with equal ease, and 
ons. —- in — br 
k. Specify 


Each rath 4 95 


are ond instruct 
oreen, gray, moroon, 
sired ° 
No. 309. 


J.C. WHITNEY & C0.,1917-0212 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 





Flared FENDER SKIRTS 
ap ae. Seemed 


of Prime 
Plated nd finish. Rub- 

ber beading. Fits 
following cars: 
49-54 Chev, 49-51 Ford 
exc. ot Air 1955 Ford 
46-54 DeSoto 46-54 Fraz. 
46- 3 Dodge 46-54 Kois. 
PRIME bs 7 CHROME 


632 -50 Olds 76, 88 


apeupeaantiionndiiaansnall 
AH-OOO-GAH Chromed HORN 
Here it is for the 
sport car enthusiast. 
Not a vibrator or 
other substitute but 
a genuine motor 


driven horn, 
No. 60— POSTPA 





No, 59—Peir. . neo reir 14 
52-54 FORD | & MERCURY —prine 
No. 83—P. 

1955 ae 


53-54 PLYM., prime. No. 120, pale. 

» No. 121, ¥ 
CUSTOM CHROME PLATED FLARED SKIRTS 
for cars above Except Merc NO. 148, oF. $14.95 


ID 
State—& VOLTS, 12 VOLTS $12.60 
Mellow e 
. 

. 
a= Murrues 
Increases norsepower, increases gas mileage, 
straight-thru construction, no back pressure, 
ne high pitch irritating noises, deep powerful, 
non-offensive, tones., Specify make and model 


Stock No. 37—POSTPAID. . $4.95 





For Customizing the 
Ford = 55. Chev. 47-55 
wy 49-51 and 

a . 47-55. 

CHROME 

PLATED 


S, 


mepiaces tactory hood ornament. Blends per- 
fectly into moulding. 
No. 47. TPAID 


(en ee 

*“Hollywood’’ WOLF WHISTLE 
Intake Manifojd 

Whistle! Gives the Wolf 


ch only ° 


t 


Completely 
metals 
and rust free. Not 


NO RUST—NO SCALE 
Protecto 


oO 
For All 
CAR 


mi rosion 

in Rediators 

and Motors. 

harmless to water, rubber ond 
keep motors completely scale* 

affected of impaired by 

he use of anti-freeze solutions. 


will 


No. 43—POSTPAID, each 





Call, —— a Barking 
r Effec 

mole to install works 

oft the intake manifold. 


No. 61— POSTPAID Each 
AUTO FABRIC SPRAY 


For o New Looking Cor in- 
terior. Brightens and Fresh- 
ens Faded and Soiled Fabrics 
12 ounce pressurized 

for use on 





no! 
ewo-tone upholstering. Choice 
of all populor colors. 
No. 54—POSTPAID $2.95 
EXHAUST HEADER 
DUAL MUFFLER 


These sets are the most efficient fee finest 
made—+so io and constructed 

* Increase Hi wer at Least 10% 

° LIMINATE "pack PRESSURE 

* Give Higher Top Speed © Better idling 

*® More M # gal. Smooth Performance 


THE EDUCATED NUT 


Pin-point adjust- 
ment nut for front 
wheels. Ten times 
more accurate 
wheel bearing od- 
justment. It offers: 


Straighter Sones Easily installed. 


Sofer, 
slont 


plu 
tires up to 5000 additional miles per tire 
The Educoted Nut replaces the castelloted 
front spindie nut on cars & trucks and pro 
vides o quick way to make precision bearing 
adjustments. It consists of two sections with 
84 points of adjustment instead of the usual 
six @s on the ordinary castellated nut 
No. 44— Regulerly $2.98. 


Stete yeor, iba mem Set $1.95 


BERMUDA 
CLANGING BELL 
It’s the New “Rage”! 





Gives a most amusing and 
commanding two. 
s 


-tone bell 


ound Easily installed 


under car floor by driver's 
seat 
highly polished. 
Stock No, 49 POSTPAID 
eee 


Step on plunger. 
Fits anv car. 





bs Precision Built for Easy 
ry way because oe are :— 
: Constructed of Heavy Gauge S$ 
Designed with smoother curves Mer easy 
flow of exhous: 
© Ground Flanges tor perfect alignment 
jeakproot installation. 
You can install this set in less time because 
it 1s made with special longated holes for 
oy er Check our low prices — 


Orde 
ALL ‘weaben B. DUAL ss. a HAVE 
WOOD Type MU! 
© Pair *Weoder Cle 
* Dual Side Tait Pipe 
© Easy- liow instruction: 
Dust Side Toil Pipe @ Pair Heoders® 
* Clamp @ Pir Extensions 
© Easy-to- seabeee instructions 
# Chevrolet 6 needs only | heaaer & exten- 
sion & includes built-in heot riser with twin 
equalize tubes 
of Headers without Mufflers, with 2 
Hollywood Steel Packed, with regular, or 
with 2 glass packed mufflers. 
CUSTOM DUAL HEADER KITS 3 
jo. 268 No. 269) No. 8B JNo. 270 
Les: 1 Reg. [2 Steel |2 Glass 
Muffler |Muffier jufflers Mufflers 
($63.85 


47.35 
46.65 


otras me 
Extensions 


of 


CAR & YEAR 
Buick 53-55 
Cad. 50-5) 
on 5 
Chev. 6, 41-55 
Dodge 53-54 
convert 
, 35-53 
Ford V8, 54-55 
Lincoin 49-51 . 


5 
47.95 
45.95 


one ¢ 61. 4 
45.45 
ea 
75 
Se: ie 


51.25 


63.15 
model, 








be Name 


fe 
pare equal protection. Complete with oll ire STATE. 





New 1955—Fits All Cors 
1. Two 3 section 
13” high when col- 


with a 


2. Dual HIDEAWAY cerials, 61” 
collapsed. Complete with a dual 22 ft. 
N 


high when 
lead. 


TWIN AERIAL FALSIES—6'/2 
r 


* high. Chrome: 
Easily instalied. t 


One bulb for White, Red or 
Green. Fingertip push button for 
each color, Permanent and sig- 
nailing switch. Spot ond flood- 
light. S00 foot beam. Uses 
standard flashlight botteries. 
Flashlight with Chrome Body 
with block enamel trim. 





No. 71—POSTPAID 
6 VOLT eo 

No. 91—POSTPAID 
12 VOLT eo 


BUMPEREX 





EXTENSION 
Looks just like ex- == 
houst comes through 
your bumper. No 
holes to ‘drill. Heavy 

je bumper stock 
triple chrome 


Use on either side of car of in 
vow fit for oll cars ie Studepoker. S Star 


moke, 
we. 271—POSTPAID _— 


Dual exhoust systems guorantee more horse 
power, soves your gas, lets your e 
breathe properly. Eliminates costly 
pressure. 
zp 
packed 
All custom fit. Easy to install with complete 
coger Be sure to state year, make 
body style of your cor 
you he wer brakes, power 
standard or automatic transmission. 
_. --_.__ DUAL EXHAUST SETS 
. 265 £T nae ee = No. 267 
Less [rr tes [2 2 
Muffler | Muffler puters 
15.75 


12.85 
11.35 


18.75 


CAR & YEAR 
Buch EE Ww 
Cad. 


convert 
1955 .... 


31.45 | 


24.95 
21.85 


$27.95 
22.85 
17.89 

















21.15 | 25.95 
Get Your Own Copy 
of Money Saving 
|) NEW 164 PAGE 
|} Auto Parts and 
Accessory 


Stude. V8. 53- 54115.25 





AUTOMOTIVE 
ACCESSORIES 


CATALOG 
ORDER NOW! 


big giant 164 page catalog, packed with over 
items for auto, 
nt fod and custom car o1 is yours FREE 
with any order for Alger selected from this 
vertisement. If you just want the catalog, send 
only 25¢ to bo arye popes of handling and mailing 
cost (refun on your first order) 
USE COUPON BELOW 






































4 Enclose $. 


on items not marked POSTPAID. 


_____. to cover payment in full (or 25% deposit if C.0.D.) 
(NOTE: WE PAY POSTAGE o} on items marked POSTPAID when payment accompanies order. You pay shipping charges 
If C.0.D. order, enclose at least 25% deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges 


upon delivery.) 





df 





My car isa 


lor de- 
+ 





Address 


Zone. 


o Cusieg sent Free with your 
Check here if you want@ 
poo only — Send 25c. 





City 


rere ee eens 
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IF YOU “EAT, SLEEP 
AND LIVE” CARS... 








Get America’s Big-time, Big-future 


AUTO MECHANICS 
& DIESEL COURSE 


at home in your spare time? 

Los Angeles’ National Schools, America’s automoe 
tive Technical Trade School since 1905, now brings 
its famous resident Shops and Faculty direct to 
you at home — to prepare you to earn more money, 
with job security, in today’s fast-moving, oppor- 
tunity-filled Auto Mechanics Industry! 

Get your home training from the “Car Capital of 
The World”— America’s most auto-minded city, 
center of Hot Rod and or 
Sports Car activ- a eengne els 
ity! Mail coupon yee ane A + 
right now! iad Sel S 
HERE’S THE GOOD WORD ON OUR 
“SHOP-METHOD’” HOME TRAINING! 
YOU MASTER ALL PHASES, INCLUDING DIESEL! 
Every step fully explained. You pace yourself. All 
lessons fully illustrated. Latest equipment covered, 
Send for free Sample Lesson! 
q pe THIS SET OF LIFETIME 
TOOLS— YOURS FREE 
plus all-metal tool box, 
mechanical drawing set 
and other equipment. All 
part of your course, yours 
o_o to keep. 


’ 

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! youcanstart 
Spare Time Earnings soon after enrollment. Many 
students pay for their training and more this way. 
OUR GRADUATE DEPARTMENT always at your serv- 
ice, both as student and graduate, helps you with 
personal and technical problems. 

ATTENTION MEN OF DRAFT AGE. Many students 
have achieved higher rating, prestige, and higher 
pay as a result of this training. Mail coupon at once, 

APPROVED FOR G.!. TRAINING 

Both Home Study & Resident Courses Offered 


Send for FREE FACT-BOOK 
AND SAMPLE LESSON! 


NOW! 2 offices to serve you faster! 
Mail coupon today to one nearest you! 















Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, California 
CHICAGO: 323 West Polk Street 
IN CANADA: 811 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, B. C. 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on postal card) 














! NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DW-125 ! 
1 4000 s. FIGUEROA STREET 323 west PoLK street | 
] 80S ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS =| 
1 Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample j 
i Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. i 
i eR OES UE I 
i a ae i 
| city ZONE___STATE | 

I 


(C0 Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training ot Los Angeles. 
L VETERANS: Give date of discharg 
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continued from page 35 


Motor Melange 


on an MG-TF 1500; Glen Trophy (pro- 
duction cars over 1500 cc, plus Porsches ), 
Paul O'Shea on George Tilp’s Mercedes 
300-SL and 2nd place to Ed Hugus on 
his Mercedes. The Jaguar Owners Assn. 
honored Dick Thompson’s work on an 
XK-140-MC in this race with a special 
award for the best performance of the 
day. Bill Weldon’s Siata Special took the 
Queen Catherine Cup (modified cars under 
1500 cc.) ... In 54 Bob Sweikert was 
generally regarded as just another pretty 
good race driver. This year he suddenly 
soared into national prominence by win- 
ning U.S. auto racing’s premier event, 
the Indianapolis 500. Then he set out 
after the National Driving Championship. 
Nobody since Wilbur Shaw had won 
Indy and the National Championship in 
the same year and only a few people 
thought that Sweikert could do it. But 
Sweikert has been on top of the AAA 
heap ever since Indy and with driving that 
has been occasionally spectacular but more 
usually conservative, has already amassed 
enough points to claim the elusive double 
championship. As if this weren’t enough, 
Sweikert found time to sandwich sprint 
car races in between his big car appear- 
ances. In winning the Joe James Memorial 
race at Salem Speedway, Bob Sweikert 
also found himself 1955 Midwest sprint 
car champion and history’s lst wearer of 
a umique auto racing triple crown... 
In winning the Grand Prix of Italy on 
Monza’s new high speed circuit, Mercedes- 
Benz ace Juan Manuel Fangio also won 
his 3rd world driving championship. Fan- 
gio took the lead on the Ist-lap and 
averaged 128.5 mph to win over teammate 
Piero Tarufh. Altho clearly outclassed 
equipment-wise, Italy’s rising young star, 
Eugenio Castellotti, gave the Italian fans 
some solace when he finished 3rd after a 
brilliant drive on a spare works Ferrari. 
Meanwhile Stirling Moss teamed with 
sometime Mercedes driver John Fitch+on 
a 300-SLR to win Ireland’s famed Tourist 
Trophy. M-B was also 2nd and 3rd... 
With the NASCAR season coming to a 
close the current division leaders seem 
almost certain of national titles. Tim 
Flock’s win with the Kiekhaefer Chrysler 
300 at the Langhorne 250-miler gave 
him a clear-cut Grand National lead. Jim 
Reed’s success to date with a 55 Chevrolet 
has all but clinched his 3rd successive 
short track championship. In the sports- 
man division nobody is even close to 
high-flying Billy Myers, who has won no 
less than 47 races this season . . . In New 
Zealand a Rover 75 outlasted hundreds 
of miles of wintry weather and a 130- 
car field to win the 55 Hepolate Relia- 
bility Trial. And in the Australian counter- 
part, a Standard Vanguard was named 
provisional winner of the rough 10,500- 


mile Redex TiJal ... Herschel Buchay 
who has been burning up the I.M, 
stock car circuit with his Thunderbir 
fanned the flames a little more when } 
ran away with one of the Assn.’s biggs 
yearly events, the Minnesota State fj 
200 .. . Aston-Martin, having more th 
its share of success this year with the p 
DB3S models, added 2 more victories 
its chain. Peter Walker and Dennis Pog 
averaged 82.24 mph to win the Goo 
wood 9-hour race and Reg Parnell 

just a mile an hour slower in winning th 
Daily Herald International Trophy Ra 
at Oulton Park . . . After hours of 

ful preparation and 308.5 miles of m 
ticulous driving (over a variety of road 
studded with some 60 traffic lights 
Danny Ramm’s 55 Volkswagen won th 
Ford Motorsports Club’s 3rd ann 
economy run. Ramm, whose VW with 
people aboard weighed in at 2550 pound 





“Let's just continue balancing them 
in the old way, shall we, Lancaster?” 


combined allowable modifications wif 
unlimited driving restrictions (except 3 





mph average) to post a phenomenal ave 
age of 102.7 miles per gallon (130.9 m 
mpg) ... The newly formed Unit 
States Auto Club wasted no time in m 
ing it clear that auto racing as such wou 
not be its only consideration. Among the 
stated purposes the USAC seemingly p 
a great deal of stress in keeping the avé 
age motorist informed, in promoting ¢ 
gineering and highway safety, and 
assisting in the establishment of unifof 
motor vehicle laws. The Kiekhaefer C 
ler 300 stable, still waiting for a NAS 
Championship, can now claim an outrig 
AAA Stock Title. Frank Mundy won ¢ 
Milwaukee 200 and enough points to gi 
him the °55 championship. . . . Cyd 
footnote: Bonneville was noteworthy 
for the 191.082-mph record set by a 4 
cubic-inch Triumph. The cycle was i 
pressively streamlined, the run the fasté 
(one-way) in history. 
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BE A NAME INSTEAD OF A NUMBER. 


New Personalized License Frame displays 


of card your name, city or firm name. Up to 12 
- of m thick diecast chrome letters. Distinctive 

' . know your car from others. Gleam- 
of road ing one-piece chrome frame. Easy to 


lights 
won 





is wif 
cept 3f 
al ave 


mount—fits your State’s plates perfectly. 
Specify lettering wanted. Only $1.65 plus 
10¢ per letter. Item 1. Ppd. 





POROUS BRONZE GASOLINE FILTER 
prevents ‘“‘gumming-up.’’ Keeps carburet- 
or perfectly tuned! Porous bronze ele- 
ment “‘screens-out”’ all gums, tars, mois- 
ture from gasoline, prevents fouling. 
Better vaporization . . . enjoy extra mile- 
age, power and pickup. No moving parts, 
lasts forever. Fits all cars—easy to in- 
stall. Now only $2.95. Item 5. Ppd. 














WORLD’S FINEST SPARK PLUGS by 
Lodge of England. Have solid platinum 
electrodes, wide heat range. Can’t cor- 
rode or burn out - outlast average 
car. Original equipment in Rolls Royce! 





(Christmas Gift Suggestions Advertised 








pe 
Soe 











HOW HIGH THE HILL. . . how deep 
the valley? Are you approaching sea level 
what’s the weather going to be? 
Genuine Taylor Auto-Altimeter (similar 
to airplane altimeters) gives all the an- 
swers. Accurately determines elevation 
and atmospheric conditions. Easy to in- 
stall, adjustable. 5,000-foot dial, $9.95; 
10,000-foot dial, $10.95. Item 2. Ppd. 





WIND NOISE ELIMINATED with 
Style-King Wind Deflector 


“A eho Rae ee 


new 


& Silencer. 


Permits you to play radio, talk with win- 
dows open, yet hear clearly even at 90 


miles an hour. 


not 


stainless steel, 
adds a 
$2.95 pair. 


obstruct 


“custom” 
Item 





driver's 
will outlast your car . 


vision. 


Reduces drafts, too. Does 
Sparkling 


touch. Easy to install. 


3. Ppd. 

















HOLES FOR AIR-FLOW 









i 
ay! 


withour 








‘55 POWER FOR YOUR OLDER CAR! 
“Power-Thin”’ Gasket (as used on many 


55s) gives surging power, gas economy! 
Equals milling head approx. .060’’. Boosts 
compression up to 17%! Guaranteed 
Blow-Out proof. Install it yourself . 

fits perfectly. Avail. for all cars. Solid 
Copper, $6.75. Solid Aluminum, $3.95. 
(V-8 pairs, same price.) Item 6. Ppd. 





when you install 
62-Point Micro- 


TIRES GO STRAIGHT 
Micro-Lok Spindle Nuts! 
metric head holds front wheels in 10 
times more precise alignment. Stops 


**Snaketracking,’’ assures safe, controlled 





GET TWO MORE MPG! 


Gane A 


ir-Jet 


Needle replaces stock idling screw, feeds 


engine 


idle! 


Stops 


proper gas-air mixture. 
“overloading” 


with raw 


Smoother 


gas, 


carbon build-up. The only needle with 


filter cap to keep dirt out. 
minutes. 


Specify 


make 


needed for dual throat). 
7. Ppd. 


Install 


in 3 


carburetor (2 


$1.50 each. 


Item 





WHAT ARE YOUR CHANCES of living 


through a smash-up? Get protection with 


Approved 


save 


unapproved types. 


Safety 
life 


your 


Belts 


don’t 


they 
trust c 


may 
heap 


Ours test 3000 lbs.— 









DOLL-UP TIME! Change black tires to 
whitewalls or color in minutes, this easy, 
inexpensive way! Super strength bond- 
ing permanently welds pure latex circles 
to tire walls. Complete with application 
kit. White sidewalls, set of 4, $9.95; set 
of 5, $11.95. Add $2.00 per set for color- 
walls in pink, yellow, blue or green. 
Specify wheel size and color. Item 4. 
























IMPROVED-LIFETIME ELEMENT fits 
all oil filters! Protects engine—saves 
money. Ends replacement costs forever. 
Strongest, largest, most efficient built... 


avoid cheap, thin-walled imitations. 10 
Year Guarantee. Acid Neutralizer in- 
cluded. ‘‘By-Pass’”’ model, $6.95. Com- 
plete Filter. (with housing), $12.95. 


“Full-Flow’’ $11.95. Item 8. Ppd. 














HANDY TO HAVE! 10-piece socket set 
containing most wanted auto and shop 
tools. Eight sockets, from %g” to 46” 
by 32’s, plus ball-grip flex handle and 
extension. The size you need when you 








50.9 
Unit 
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Gold-soldered inner seals, diamond- steering. Tires last 5,000 miles longer— strong polished buckle, glossy H. D. ny- need it! Carry in your car for any emer- 
ground seats. Fit all cars (we ship cor- saves bearings, brakes! Easy to install. lon webbing. Comfortable, adjustable. In- ency ... comes in sturdy carrying case. 
rect model). Last ‘“‘forever’’! Pay for Insist on Micro-Lok — safe — hardened stall them yourself . easy! Blue, ma- Complete 10-piece tool set, amazing bar- 
themselves. $3.75 each. Item 9. Ppd. steel. $2.95 per car. Item 10. Ppd. roon, grey, green. $8.95. Item 11. Ppd. gain at only $1.95. Item 12. Ppd. 
13. McRay Protecto-Rod. Keeps radiator clean. Ppd. $ 1.95 23. 160-Page “Power & Economy” Book. Helpful to all. Ppd..........$ 1.98 
14. Presto Fire Extinguisher. Compact, effective. Ppd. 3.95 24. Magnetized Screw Drivers. Set of 6 handy sizes. Ppd. 1.25 
15. Mallory Magspark. For perfect ignition 22.09 25. 10’ Chrome Tail Pipe Tips. Dress up any car. Ppd. 1.59 
16. G Hull Comp Accurate, attractive. Ppd. 4.95 26. Rear Lowering Blocks. 2” drop; for most cars. Set 3.95 
17. Hooded Headlight Rims. For the modern look. Ppd. Pair 6.95 27. Genuine Holt’s Piston Seal. Restores engine power. Ppd. 4.95 
18. Full “Moon” Wheel Discs. Most popular type, set of 4 17.95 28. Champion Spark Plugs. Chrome-plated. Ppd. Each 1.00 
19. Dual Aerials. Retractable, with wiring. Ppd. Pair 7.25 29. Cop-Sil-Loy. Prevents brake-fode, reduces wear. Ppd. 4.95 
20. Rear Radio Speaker. W/3-way switch & all parts 9.95 30. Traction Masters. Prevent drive line “jump.” Pair 39. 95 i 
21. AH-OOO-GAH Horn. Like old times; motor driven 11.95 31. Stewart-Warner ‘“‘Motor Minder’’ Vacuum Gauge. Ppd. . 10.95 
22. Bermuda Bell. Two-tone clang; fits all cars. Ppd. 3.95 32. Kar Diary. Keep accurate car records. Ppd. 1.48 
IANT NEW CATA " sees wes ee sesesese em 
FREE G CATALOG : ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! Satisfaction guar- ! 
Contains thousands of : anteed or money back! Send currency, * 
eed _ 20, check or money order and we pay posi- * 
s € 9 power, economy . a ¢ & 
I : age anywhere in the world on items 
products—many not yet - marked Ppd.; others f.o.b. Los Angeles. ' 
available in stores. Sent : 20% deposit required cn C.O.D.’s (No * 
¢ otal. -de a ——ESSsS C.0.D. outside U.S.A.). California resi- 
fre with order of any ' * 4 
ee okies (Oana 1 5805 £. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 424, Los Angeles 22, Calif. dents add 3% Tax. . 
end. 25 { age. hs # Please rush items circled:123456789 1011 12 13 1415 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 3031 32 & 
send Zoc lor postage, han- i 5 
riage t Get cis wpe rie : eS ae Year Model No. Cyl.___ $ ; 
shop from your arm chair. ; ieee a Full Price Enclosed. ; 
DEALERS! Help. meet demand in your H dd i 
“area for Hi-Performance 1 Address___ a $ a 
equipment. Write~on your letterhead for - City, ee ee ae 20% Deposit. Send C.O.D. - 
new wholesale catalog—just off the press! Ricans cane ae Seer ere LE LEE CLELCELLCLLLLLL LLL 
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The luxury field’s 

only brand-new car shows 
its mettle in MT’s 

1st road test for ’56 
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AN MT RESEARCH REPORT 


HE BEST WAY TO START a dis- 

cussion of MT’s Ist 56 test car, a new 
Lincoln, is to acquaint new and old readers 
with the things we said about last year’s 
model, the “new era” Lincoln with features 
that hinted at what to expect in 56. 

Aside from a performance analysis, we 
editorialized about the car’s future—name- 
ly the 56 models—and came up with the 
thought that Turbo-Drive would be re- 
sponsible for a complete shakeup of Lin- 
coln sales outlook (i.e., styling, ride). 
To quote from the '55 report ( May issue ), 
“It reflects challenge to be projected by 
"56 models.” 

The challenge? A bid for new recog- 
nition in the prestige car field. Let’s see 
how the longer, lower 56 Lincoln meets 
this challenge. 


Test car: Capri 2-door hardtop, formerly 
most deluxe, now just a deluxe, but less 
expensive than the luxurious Premiere. 
Test car comfort-and-convenience extras 
included Turbo-Drive, power steering 
(both standard on all Lincolns), power 
brakes, radio, heater, and easy-does-it items 
like pushbutton antenna adjuster and a 
radio that went after distant stations with 
bloodhound determination. 


Engine: Considerably more than just a 
warmed-over '55 engine, the 368-cubic- 
inch Lincoln V8 gets its authoritative 
punch from a brand-new block, new in- 
take manifold, and husky, well-balanced 
lower-end components. Compression ratio, 
8.5 last year, is now 9.0 to 1. 

Inside the new block, pistons stroke 
3.66 inches thru 4-inch cylinders with a 
slight increase (240 feet per second) in 
piston speed over the ’55 engine. Peak 





horsepower rpms are up due to a higher- 
lift camshaft, stiffer valve springs, and a 
fully redesigned intake manifold system. 
Dual exhausts are standard. 


Other options: Let your payments be your 
guide, for available options can create a 
lengthy list of digits on your sales order. 
Air conditioning, of course, is the cost- 
liest. You won’t be bothered with many 
lesser options, for some, including wind- 
shield washers, power steering and power 
brakes, are “free.” Body options include 














Doubly suspended big brake pedal 
suits itself to all driving tech- 
niques. Throttle is hanging, too 
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Above: Lincoln’s new placement of 
pushbutton window regulators is not 
just a novelty. You can control all 






main windows in the car with only 






the slightest movement of your fin- 
gers from the wheel. Left: Exten- 







sive road test equipment almost van- 






ishes in Lincoln's capacious trunk. 






Built-in exhausts have come to be ex- 










pected, but rear ‘‘grille’’ is unique 





You'll know right away that you're in the front compartment of a Lincoln, 
but there have been lots of changes. Wheel is dished as on all Ford prod- 
ucts, heater controls (left, below instruments) announce what they're up to 





a Capri 4-door sedan (besides the 2-door 
hardtop), and 3 models in the Premiere 
line: coupe, sedan, and convertible. Lin- 
coln's 4-way power seat and power win- 
dows are standard in the Premiere, option- 
in the Capri; and (here’s an interesting 
er) all-leather trim is available at no 
tra charge. Seat belts, tho, cost extra in 
ither series. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO DRIVE 


it and entry: For a large car, and one 
ith obvious space to spare, Lincoln re- 
ls a complication—at least to long- 
wged drivers or passengers getting into 
front seat—and that’s the protruding 
tner of the wraparound windshield. One 
t driver (just over 6 feet tall) bumped 
is knee “too often” before realizing you 
n't be in a careless hurry getting in or 
t of the car. But the error didn’t repeat 
after a day on the road with many driver 
changes. The hardtop’s wide single door 
gives more-than-adequate entrance space, 
and getting into the Lincoln coupe’s rear 
seat is very little harder than stepping into 
a 4-door sedan. Bright courtesy lights 
mounted at the extreme edges of the in- 
sttument panel go on when the door is 
opened, are positioned to be of real value. 




























ACCELERATION 


From Standing Start 
0-30 mph 4.0 0-60 mph 11.7 
Quarter-mile 18.2 and 78 mph 





TEST CAR 
ATA 
GLANCE 

















Passing Speeds 


30-50 mph 4.8 50-80 mph 10.3 








, 
; 56 TOP SPEED 
Lincoln 


_ Capri 








Herculean V8 is new and bigger, has detail features shown by arrows. Left, new vacuum 
spark advance control for distributor. Center, new choke mechanism, integral with car- 
buretor. Right, new location for air inlet and oil filter means easier servicing 


Altho the 56 Lincoln is more than 2% 
inches lower at the roofline than in ’55, 
the seats are low enough to save your 
scalp as you settle into the car. The low 
seat also keeps the steering wheel out of 
the driver’s lap as he slides under it. 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 


SPEEDOMETER ERROR 


Was correct at 30 and 45 mph, 
but read 58 at true 60, 74 at 75, 
and 115 at top speed 


Driving position: Very much different 
from °55. In Lincolns gone by, you sat 
high, with the wheel fairly low and close 
to you, and the cowl and hood were things 
to look down upon. Now, the seat is low, 
slanted backward just a little too much for 











REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER 


STOPPING DISTANCE 


5 dynamomete 


172 feet from 60 mph 


if 


MOTOR TREND /DECEMBER 1955 49 






























ANOTHER 
FABULOUS 


“FREE TRIAL” 


BARGAIN OFFER! 


PERFOMETER 


it’s our business to bring you sensational automotive 
bargains on “FREE TRIAL” . . . AND THIS IS ONE OF 
OUR BEST! See for yourself at our risk . .. “road 
test’ your own car with any or all of these fabulous 
bargains for seven full days! If you’re not 100% 
satisfied, send the instruments back and the desl’s 
off! No strings attached. 


famous Autosphere Corp. PERFOMETER ia 


[mem Thousands sold by manufacturer 
at $27.95! This fabulous ‘“‘dash- 
board d 


















ynamometer’’ completely 
Bichecks ACTUAL ROAD HORSE- 
POWER, WHEEL ALIGNMENT, 
BRAKE ‘CONDITION, and 101 other 
Original car- 
tons, everything included. No 
holes to drill . . . fits all cars! 

nationally 


advertised at $27.95 our price only $995 


Gale Hall Engineering MILE-O-METER 
Install this famous instrument on 
your dash — khow how many miles- 
per-gallon you're getting as you 
drive — know the condition of your | 
engine — avoid breakdowns — save 


tests! 







important 





gallons of gas in every tankful! 
No_holes to drill — fits all cars! 
STANDARD sold everywhere 
7 ea ae only $4.98 
DELUXE sold everywhere 
AE $14.95 onecreneeceecceeessnecenneennennnnees only $7.95 





PRECISION COMPRESSION GAUGES 
os movements, stub-type handle. 


JET-MATIC JET-MATIC' EST-MASTER 









J (334” dia.) HEAVY-DUTY” (414” dia.) 

dealer price (3%4” dia.) dealer price 
E was $9.50 10. 

only $2.98 _ only $3.98 only $4.98 





— VACUUM GAUGE 

\ & FUEL PUMP TESTER 

1) Engine analysis gauge — 34 different 
tests — (342” dia 


was $11.70 only $4.98 


TEST-X PNEUMATIC ENGINE TESTERS 
Invaluable for trouble-shooting . . 
checks valves, rings, etc. 
TEST-X_ Regular model (4” 
was $8.75, oni 
9 TEST-X ae duty (4” dia.), 
was $10.75, 








dia.), 














$1. ge Ameaing GALE HALL Chamy- 
the sensational 
aed ‘scientifically pro- 
duced to replace natural cham- 
“ that lets you wash your 
ar to perfection quickly and 
no” easily! Nothing like it any- 
where! 











WO ed ow 
NOTE; ALL assent PLUS 40c POSTAGE AND 
ANOLING F FOR EACH ITEM 

seg ueeae ed 
» Theee ~ griees ~ oe terrific! 

Wow! é Send me the instruments whose 
numbers I’ve circled below — 
I've checked the purchase plan 
I prefer. 

x 2 2. #4. -§ aS F 2.9 
| WANT TO SAVE EVEN MORE AND GET THE 
FREE CHAMY, TOO! Enclosed is my check 

or money order for  aenee 1 under- 

stand you will absorb all postage and 
thee. charges, and that you will send me 
50 Chamy-Skim absolutely FREE! 
|  saisiend too, that | can get an immedi- 
ate refund by returning any or all of the 
items within 7 days of date of receipt. 

oO Send C.0.D. Same $1.50 FREE Chamy-Skim 
and money-back guarantee! 

Send on “free trial” basis. No money en- 
closed. (add postage and handling.) 


eer I sscssiinsstenoenis 


NEW ENGLAND SURPLUS SALES CO. 
DEPT. MT 12-5 NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 
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MT’s drivers, and the cowl and hood take 
on a new appearance. (A 4-way power 
seat control alleviates this condition.) 
You’re more within this car than before, 
and the feeling is one of a really big 
car. And it’s just that. The short hood is 
a thing of the past, yet forward vision 
remains good, with front fenders visible 
to any-sized driver. 

Instrument legibility is slightly better 
than previously, mostly because of slightly 
contrasting background of gold behind 
white letters, and red needles. Handgrips 
on inset wheel are positioned comfortably 
for long trips, but considerable glare was 
noted from chromed steering wheel spokes. 


Vision: With glass area of this propor- 
tion, it couldn’t be anything but good. 
Some windshield distortion noticed from 
the driving position near cornerposts. Posts 
themselves do not cause blindspots. 

It’s our thought that Lincoln could well 
go to a dashboard-mounted rear-view 
mirror. Our test car had a handy, knob- 
adjusted inside mirror that was easily 
inched up or down at the turn of a knob. 
But it wasn’t enough to provide a long- 
distance view of the road behind. (This 
foreshortened view is caused by the very 
low streamlined roofline at the top of the 
rear window.) The rear window is wide, 
and its cornerposts don’t restrict vision in 
any way. The inside mirror could be wider 
to take advantage of the expanse of glass 
at the rear. 


Operation of accessories: Heat and vent 
controls are similar to Mercury aircraft- 
type control knobs with a slightly differ- 
ent twist this year: a roll-over indicator 
moves upward as you pull a knob down- 
ward. Heat range is shown by a red indi- 
cator filling more and more of a telltale 
window as you advance the knob. 

Other controls (windshield wiper, 
lights, instrument lighting, rheostat, heat- 
defroster blower, etc.) are either toggle 
switches (a notable improvement over 
push-pull or turn-type controls) or con- 
ventional knobs, depending on the action 
they perform. 

Turbo-Drive’s quadrant (PARK, RE- 
VERSE, NEUTRAL, DRIVE, LOW from left 
to right) is well marked, with each range 
within a red circle as you engage it. The 
shift lever itself is positioned perfectly for 
a fast, fingertip shift without taking your 
hand from the steering wheel. 


Ease of handling: There’s nothing at all 
awkward or hard about maneuvering the 
new Lincoln, but iet’s face it—this year’s 
car is longer and wider (by 7.2 and 2.5 
inches, respectively) and you sit deeper 
inside it, so it’s not going to be easier to 
handle than the compact ’52 to ’54 models, 
or even the slightly stretched ’55. 

A little more than 3% turns stop the 
front wheels at their extremes, enough to 
make parking the test car fairly easy; steer- 





ing is still quick enough to make the cm 
respond satisfactorily when you have ty 
move it in a hurry at high speeds. 
Pedal positions are good, with a wid 
double-shaft, suspended brake pedal thar; 
as convenient for left-footers as right, 
foot pivoters. With seat forward, uppel 
leg may hit steering wheel when you appl 
brakes with your right foot. 


Acceleration: It’s interesting to note thd 
manner in which Lincoln’s new powe 
for 56 has been applied. (It’s easy to s 
if you have last year’s test handy; if 
here’s a quick rundown on what has hal 
pened): 0-30 time reduced by 0.2 sec 
onds, 0-60 time lowered by 0.7, 10-3 
and 30-50 times each better by 0.5 sec: 
onds; the time it takes to get from 50 t 
80 mph has been lowered from last year' 
13.7 seconds to 10.3 seconds. The patter 
is obvious, particularly when you fin 
that top speed is upped by only 1.4 mp 
over last year’s 104.1. 

Lincoln engineers deserve a pat on 
back for gaining more performance an 
better fuel economy at the same time. Wi 
an improvement of over 3 Seconds in § 
to 80 mph time and improved economy 
there should be little complaint on w 
leadfooters might consider a not-too-hi 
top speed. 

MT’s testers tried to outsmart Lincoln’ 
Turbo-Drive transmission by shifting it 
different points from LOW to DRIVE 
back again, but the unit always came u 
with an equally good figure when left 
shift for itself. In standing-start 14-mi 
runs, for instance, the Lincoln’s time i 
normal DRIVE range (with the thro 
floored to engage the automatic low- 
start feature) averaged out to 18.6 se 
onds, with a true speed of 78 mph. ( 
DRIVE, Turbo-Drive shifts automatica 
from its lst gear at 38 mph and fr 
intermediate range to high at 75 mph. 

The nearest we could come to betteri 
this efficient pattern was when we hel 
the unit in LOW range (manually) up « 
43 or 45 mph. This shift pattern con 
sistently resulted in slower speeds (7 
mph average at the end of the quarter) 
but dropped our elapsed time down ff 
18.2 seconds. (See “Time vs. Speed, 
Sept. MT.) 






























Braking: The Ist of the ’56 test cars ail 
jected to our brake-fade test (12 conseci 
tive hard-but-not-panic stops from 

mph), the new Lincoln came thru wi 
flying colors. Brake setup on this car 

particularly suited to ngn-lockup sto 
for the pedal action was such that th 
was no “grab” (that delicate point j 
short of wheel lock) experienced. Fo 
complete stops were made with no feeli 
of fade or uneven pull; Sth stop require 
a great deal more pedal pressure, but cf 
was brought to a complete stop in abou 
¥-car-length greater distance than earlid 
stops. It was on~this stop that the a 
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Enlarged section of piston (left) shows original 
grinding marks after 153,000 miles protected by a 
magnesium acid neutralizer. Unprotected piston 
on right shows sharp vertical scoring caused by 
acid wear after 65,000 miles. 


catalysts 


A magnesium acid neutralizer destroys 
which help form electrically conductive deposits 
on spark plugs, finally lead to internal shorting. 
Plugs shown above were used in '54 Dodge V8 
for 30,000 miles; still fire efficiently. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Filter and oil sample (left) from a car using an 
acid neutralizer show less sludge and fewer con- 
taminants—both are still clean. Cartridge and oil 
from unprotected engine (right) show normal 
heavy deposits after the same distance. 





Acid action on magnesium alloy used for 3,000 to 
10,000 miles is evident in this photo. Plug on left 
shows normal discoloration caused by salts formed 
during neutralizing action; pitted units (center and 
right) prove acids can destroy engine metals. 





Heavy carbon deposits are actually “baked” on 


the piston crown (right) 
of resins is inhibite 
cause loss of power, clog rings, 


consumption. 


unless the formation 
(left). Carbon deposits 
increase oil 





New acid neutralizer, made of a special magnesium 
alloy, uses a powerful Alnico magnet to ‘‘pull”’ 
iron and steel abrasives out of the oil. Simply 
place the unit near some iron filings and watch 
how they adhere to the magnet. 


Amazing Chemical Alloy Cuts Acids Wear 
Helps Any Car—Old or New—or Your Money Back 


Chemical device uses double protection 
action to combat (1) metal-eating cor- 
rosive acids and (2) damaging magnetic 
abrasives! 


os and road tests have finally 
proven that the major cause of engine 
wear in today’s powerful automobiles is 
corrosive acids formed during combustion. 
Yes, the regular—and high test—gasoline 
you are using in your car contains sulfur. 
This sulfur, along with other impurities, is 
burning away your muffler and tailpipe, 
eating away the chrome on your rear bump- 
er and, EVEN MORE IMPORTANT, wear- 
ing away at pistons, cylinders, and other 
parts of your engine. 

How do these impurities—they’re actu- 
ally acids—do their damage? Every 20 
gallons of gasoline contains almost a half- 
cup of destructive sulfur. During the com- 
bustion process this sulfur joins with water 
in the oil system to form metal-eating sul- 
furic acid. These acids get to work on 
metallic parts and actually cause most of 
the wear formerly blamed on friction. The 
damage is extended as accompanying sludge 
and carbon deposits result in a wasteful loss 
of power. 

With test-results to show that an alkaline 
agent would neutralize the acids and inhibit 
sludge and carbon formation, the Johns 


Manufacturing Co. has prepared a special 
magnesium alloy drain plug called Magna- 
Power. Tests conducted by the Canadian 
National Research Council (Canada’s Bu- 
reau of Standards) and the Southern Ana- 
lytical Laboratory in Jacksonville, Fla., have 
found that this magnesium alloy (1) effec- 
tively neutralizes corrosive engine acids, 
(2) greatly inhibits the formation of 
sludges, gums and resins and (3) destroys 
catalysts that cause oil breakdown products 
which foul spark plugs and cause pre- 
ignition and internal shorting. Further ex- 
periments showed that by attaching a 
powerful Alnico magnet to the plug many 
iron and steel filings in the drain pan 
could be removed. 


HERE ARE THE BENEFITS 


With reduced acid wear and sludge for- 
mation, you get increased power for quicker 
starting and faster pick-ups. Elimination of 
many harmful spark plug deposits mean 
smoother driving, longer spark plug life. 
Less sludge also means (according to the 
Canadian Research Council) that oil can 
be used well over 3,000 miles and filter 
life is often doubled. 

Road tests also show that wear on pis- 
tons, rings, valves and other parts can be 
reduced BY AS MUCH AS 80%. This 
means a cat may be driven well over 


100,000 miles without an overhaul. Mean- 
while the powerful magnet draws iron and 
steel filings out of the oil system. 


‘TRY MAGNA-POWER AT OUR RISK 

Fill out the coupon at the bottom of this 
page and mail it to us today. Your order is 
filled the day it is received and the Magna- 
Power is sent to you with a Permanent 
Money-Back Guarantee. If you are not 
satisfied with the way it works, send it 
back at any time (years from now, if you 
choose) for an immediate refund. 

Magna-Power, $2.95 postpaid, is avail- 
able for American cars, trucks and tractors, 
as well as popular foreign autos. Canadian 
orders filled from Toronto stock .. . $2.95 
each, tax incl. Canadian checks, money 
orders or cash accepted. Indicate year and 
make of vehicle with all orders. 


r JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. MT-125 
| Middlesex, N. J. 

| ge gy Seen (make)........ (year). 
I Please send me, postpaid, a MAGNA- 
1 POWER acid neutralizer. I enclose 
1 $2.95. I understand that it is sold with 
| an unconditional guarantee of satisfac- 
| tion or my money back! 
| 
| 
I 
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DON’T MISS IT! 


ob 


HOT ROD 


ANNUAL 


“all 
new 


+f ” 


edition 








OVER 100 DIFFERENT WAYS TO 
“HOT ROD YOUR CAR” 


. Every American car has been 
included in this edition... . 


. Jam packed with PRACTICAL 
ideas on how to make your car 
perform BETTER and go FASTER. 


best ever 


ON NEWSSTANDS NOW! 
Or send 85c to: Trend, Inc. 
5959 Hollywood Boulevard 
Los Angeles 28, California 














A JOB IN CALIFORNIA . 

aoe job openings in the HOT ROD INDUSTRY 

ARE OPEN. If you are interested in living and 
“orking in the heart of the Hot Rod country, the 
birthplace of HOT RODS and DRAGS, get this in- 
formative listing. Names, addresses and types of 
jobs in the HOT ROD INDUSTRY are al! covered. 
Send $2.00 for listing, today! Airmailed anywhere 
in the world. 

Mr. Bennett—Box 254-55-T—Los Angeles, Calif. 














URANIUM KIT! 


ry eee te mate 
need for prospecting! More reliable tnan 














gvarantee. Postpaid, Dept. 
(MT-12, CMG Industries, Box 611, Laramie, 
Wyoming. 


$849 


URANI - TECTOR 


URANIUM KIT 
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lst showed a tendency to veer to one side. 

Uneven stops (pulled Ist to left, then 
to right as brakes were hit) continued, 
but Lincoln retained stopping ability right 
up to 12th and final stop. (Pedal pressure 
was ineffective until within 2 inches of 
floorboard at this point.) From 7th stop 


| on, fade did not increase appreciably until 


10th stop. 

Swerving to one side or the other con- 
tinued even when the brakes were hit 
after up to 5 miles of 50 mph driving. 
But Lincoln never lost its ability to stop. 
Car was exceptionally free from nose-dive 
in all brake tests. In a 60-mph panic stop 
(brakes full-on, just short of locked 
wheels) after brakes had completely re- 
turned to normal, the heavier 56 Capri 
stopped in about %-car-length greater dis- 
tance than last year’s test car. 


Roadability: Outlining his impressions of 
the "56 (as compared to the 55) in a 
Drivescription in the October issue, MT’s 
Editor, Walt Woron, questioned the 
ability of the "56 to match the ’55 on a 
roadability basis. Now, after a complete 
road test, we are able to pin down Walt’s 
feelings about its handling. 

He summed it up in one paragraph: 
“There seemed to be slightly more body 
lean when taking corners, but it is not 
uncomfortable. At high speeds the car is 
stable and sure footed.” 

A large part of the Lincoln roadability 
story concerns itself with ‘‘seat-of-the- 
pants” analysis. The new car is not the 
short-hooded, slight-overhang machine of 
the past; its bulk discourages the pleasure 
of literally “throwing it around” as every- 
one was prone to do with the smaller car 
of last year and before. 

Mechanically, softer-sprung ‘56 is basic- 
ally familiar, yet soft enough to be a 
stranger to anyone who puts many miles 
on the older versions. What difference does 
it make on the road? Actually very little, 
for the "56 is a true road-hugger that’s not 
disturbed by curves banked wrong or by 
running right wheels onto a low, dirt 
shoulder at 60 mph. 

There’s considerably less steering wheel 
movement on straight and curving roads 
with rough surfaces; conversely, there’s 
more steering wheel correction on straight 
roads than in previous models. 

Directional stability rates high in every 
respect but one: We noticed more ten- 
dency for the 56 to be disturbed by cross- 
winds than former Lincolns. 


Ride: Not entirely soft and pillowy, '56 
Lincoln nevertheless allows a very restful 
ride; it’s a good example of how a car 
can retain a degree of solid roadability and 
still provide good passenger comfort. 
Seats are on firm side, very comfortable, 
and support you well enough to make 
long-distance drives a pleasure instead of 
the backache they can be in a too-soft car. 
There’s no unwarranted bouncing, re- 
gardless of road surface; vibration thru 


body is nonexistent, and road noise 
doesn’t penetrate Lincoln’s soundproofing. 
Even under rigorous conditions, sidesway 
remains low. Recovery thru dips is excel- 
lent; initial rebound is swift, but not jar- 
ring; there’s no bothersome oscillation 
coming out of a dip or a hump in the road. 


WHAT THE CAR IS LIKE 
TO LIVE WITH 


Riding in the front seat: Because leg- 
room is so plentiful, we weren’t too con- 
cerned with measurements during the 
test, but a later check revealed 14-inch 
more legroom, plus an increase in seat 
adjustment travel of nearly an inch. Front 
seat rose 44-inch in ’55, but now rises only 
half that far. 


Riding in the rear seat: Because our test 
car was a hardtop coupe, it’s hard to evalu- 
ate the car on a sedan-for-sedan basis. 
But statistically, here are some changes 
from °55: Hiproom is more than 11- 
inch greater, shoulder room is just over 
an inch wider. Legroom is minutely less, 
and the rear seat depth (from ‘the front 
edge of the seat to the seatback) is short- 
ened one inch. 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF 
MAINTENANCE 


Fuel economy: If you're like a lot of 
gas-station philosophers, you'll say Lincoln 
owners aren’t overly concerned about econ- 
omy. But think of the people who con- 
sider a Lincoln “it,” and who count their 
money to get a ’56 and are concerned 
with operating costs. They’ll want economy 
—and they'll get it to a greater degree 
than they did in ’55. 

Increases over the '55 test car range 
from 0.8 mpg at 75 mph to 1.7 mpg at 
30. Traffic checks on MT’s simulated 
traffic course dropped off this year, but 
“driving around” mileage (tank average, 
excluding performance tests) is impres- 
sively better. 


Is the car well put together? For the Ist 
time in many test seasons, we had a car 
that we didn’t have to alibi as an early 
production model. This test car was early 
production, but its finish bordered on end- 
of-the-year detailing. All components 
fitted well; exterior paint was free of im- 
perfections. Interior trim was good ap- 
pearing, altho close inspection revealed 
a not-the-best paint job around the door 
moldings. Upholstery looked neat, no 
frayed ends apparent. 


How did it hold up? This car wasn’t 
babied as a new Lincoln owner might 
break in his car. We took railroad cross- 
ings at speeds we approached them; we 
criss-crossed over rutted roads, gave the 
car little reprieve between acceleration 
runs. Yet nothing came undone; engine 
noise remained at its. low level; chassis, 
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transmission, and running gear did not 
complain. Slowing down in LOW gear 
from a %-mile run possibly ruptured a 
plate in the left-side muffler, for the tail- 
pipe emitted a few soft explosions not 
evident earlier; but the normally quiet 
exhaust system never raised its voice dur- 
ing the test. 

There was evidence of staining around 
the rear bumper exhaust outlets during 
the tests, but it did not reappear‘in normal 
driving conditions. A note of warning: 
Stay clear of Lincoln’s high-set exhaust 
pipe outlets if you’re walking thru a park- 
ing lot or working in a gas station. After 
high-speed running or the dynamometer 
check, these chromed outlets became dan- 
gerously hot—and we mean hot enough to 
burn our hand. 


Servicing: Altho engine changes are 
among the °56’s differences, these won't 
change servicing, for most components 
remain where they were in ’55. Something 
that servicemen will find unusual is the 
carburetor air intake, a tube running from 
behind the radiator crossbrace up to the 
aircleaner. In this large hose is a choke- 
like heat valve controlling air intake to 
the carburetor. It admits warm air from an 
exhaust manifold: heater when carburetor 
air temp is 65° F or below, and from cold 
air intake at 90 and above. This will un- 
doubtedly give quicker and more sat- 
isfactory warm-up, prevent carburetor ic- 
ing and its attendant stalling, and increase 
engine power due to cooler intake air. A 
50° F_ reduction (not unreasonable ) 
gives about 4 per cent more power. 


SUMMING UP 


Lincoln is prepped for a prominent 
spot in ’56 fine-car sales picture. And it’s 
not overlooking any of the current pitches; 
its safety program includes a “deep-dish” 
steering wheel (designed to keep the 
driver off the steering column in a col- 
lision ), a non-glare, covered (not padded ) 
dashboard, safety doorlatches, and optional 
seat belts. Its low, wide and handsome 
body drew many admiring glances (and 
close inspection) wherever we stopped 
during the test. Prices are competitive, 
and the big, quiet package offered is at- 
tractive in many different ways. We're 





















inclined to predict that when sales are 
tallied at the end of the model year, you 
won't have to look too closely to recognize 
Lincoln in that gilt-framed picture. 

—Jim Lodge 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
1956 Lincoln 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.00 in. Stroke 3.66 in. 
Stroke/bore ratio 0.915:1. Compression ratio 9.0 to 
1. Displacement 368 cu. in. Advertised bhp 285 
4600 rpm. Bhp per cu. in. 0.774. Piston travel 
max. bho 2806 ft. per min. Max. bmep 164.7 psi. 
Max. torque 402 Ibs.-ft. @ 3000 rpm. 


DRIVE SYSTEM: STANDARD transmission is Turbo- 
Drive, 3-element torque converter with planetary 
gears. RATIOS: Drive 1.47 x converter ratio and 
torque converter only (2.40, 1.47 and torque con- 
verter only, at full throttle thru downshift detent); 


low 2.40 x converter ratio; Reverse 2.00 x con- 
verter ratio. Maximum converter ratio at stall 2.1 
@ 1550-1750 rpm. 


REAR-AXLE RATIOS: Standard 3.07, 3.31 with air 
conditioning. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 126 in. Tread 58.5 in. 
front, 60 in. rear. Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.13. 
Overall width 79.9 in. Overall length 222.8 in. 
Overall height (empty) 61.2 in. Turning diameter 
45 ft. 7 in. Turns lock to lock 314 (power — 
Test car weight 4675 Ibs. Test car weight/b' 
ratio 16.4:1. Tire size 8.00 x 15 (tubeless). 


). 
p 


PRICES: (Suggested retail price at main factory; 
does not include federal tax, delivery and handling 
charges, or freight.) CAPRI 4-door sedan $3821, 
hardtop $3735. PREMIERE 4-door sedan $4183, 
hardtop $4183, convertible $4318. 


ACCESSORIES: Turbo-Drive, power brakes, power 
steering standard, radio (with automatic antenna, 
rear-seat speaker) $126, heater $125, power seat 
only $74, power seat and power windows (standard 
on Premiere), $186, air conditioning $556. 
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Push Button | 
POWER LUBRICATION 


Buy it installed from your car dealer, 
garage, or service station—or install 
it yourself. Kit includes complete 
instructions for quick and easy in- 


USE THIS BLANK TO 
OBTAIN COMPLETE 
INFORMATION 


stallation. 


address of my nearest Multi-Luber Dealer. 


NOW lubricate all chassis points on your car 
in seconds with the mere touch of a button 
on your dash. This amazing new high pressure 
system guarantees that smooth “Just Lubri- 
cated’’ ride . . . provides wonderful, new time- 
saving convenience... adds years of life to 
your car. Multi-Luber has been exhaustively 
tested and is available as optional equipment 
on current models of one of the largest 
car manufacturers. 


LINCOLN ENGINEERING COMPANY 


ST. LOUIS 20, MO. 
Please send me your illustrated leaflet describing MULTI-LUBER, and the name and 


Own a Chevrolet or Ford? 
('54-'55 Chevrolet; '54-'55-'56 Ford) 


Then you can enjoy the 
CONVENIENCE, SAVINGS 
and SMOOTHER RIDE of 





IN KITS 
AS LOW AS 


546% 


PLUS 
INSTALLATION 





| 
stom enrtenepimmmenbenwiind 


d 


MOTOR TREND/DECEMBER 1955 53 














1 TorK 


THE DIFFERENTIAL THAT 
REALLY DIFFERENTIATES 


as described in 
August 
MOTOR TREND 





HI-TORK forces axle shafts and differen- 
tial to rotate together—differentiation oc- 
curs only on demand. It automatically uti- 
lizes all available traction at both rear 
wheels. 
HI-TORK 
=? 
e Eliminates Wheel Spin 

e Ups Your Top Speed 

e Increases Acceleration 

e Faster, Safer Cornering 

HI-TORK replaces your present differential, 
installation procedure being the same as 
a standard differential. Fits most late 
model cars—Ford, Mercury, Hudson, Stu- 
debaker, Plymouth, Dodge, DeSoto, Chrys- 
ler, Kaiser, Willys, Jeep 4X4 and ‘55 Chev- 
rolet. 


ORDER YOURS NOW ... ONLY $99.50 
x0 
ses 
~einaaied eatin” 


WARN HUBS 


pare 


is an “unlocking” differential 


Literature on request; state make, 
model and year of your car. 
LYETH ENGINEERING 
P.O. Box 3841 
12859 E. Eight Mile Rd. 
Detroit 5, Michigan 


AUTOMATICALLY 
FREE-WHEEL 4-W.D:. 
IM 2-WHEEL DRIVE 











Free-wheeling 2-wheel drive 
stops front end drag! Cuts 
front end repairs 50% or more, 
saves gas, tires; gives amazing 
pep, performance, handling 
ease to 4 W.Ds. Warn Auto- 
matics engage or disengage 
front power train as you shift 
into 4-wheel drive, or out for 
fast, economical free-wheeling 2-wheel drive use. 
Automatics only also permit high speed driving in 
4-wheel drive. Warn Automatic and Locking models 
for Willys factory approved, sold only by Willys 
dealers worldwide. Over 75,000 sets in use around 
the world. Models for other 4 W.Ds. at dealers or 


pone WARN MFG. CO. 
Riverton Box 6064-17, Seattle 88, Washington 


“ENGINE SWAPPING” 





RUGGED DESIGN 
PROVEN IN USE 





Outstanding new book tells what bigger ohv 
V-8 makes the easiest installation in your 
car and how to do it! ENGINE SWAPPING 
covers Ford, Merc, Chevy, Cad, Chrysler, 
Olds, Buick and Stude conversions in step- 
by-step detail. Special sections on drive- 
shafts, adapters, mounts, generators, etc., 
apply to all cars. Answers hundreds of ques- 
tions in 22 chapters by experts based upon 
successful swaps. Describes shortcuts, elimi- 
nates mistakes, even lists prices. Only book 
of its kind will save you many times its low 
cost. 

Limited edition, only $3 postpaid 
THE MILES-WEST PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Dept. 7-12, 5525 Wilshire Bivd. 

Los Angeles 36, California 


___QRDER TODAY! _| 


PORTSMAN 


MUFFLERS - DUALS - HEADERS 
Arnold Haviland Company 
Defiance 22, Ohio 
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Take 
it 
Easy 
in 


‘36 


You can add to the versatility of your ‘56 Lincoln or Mercury with the 


LESTER NEHAMKIN 












Coachcraft Reclining Seat and its cushioned headrest. For prices and 
further details, write Coachcraft, Ltd., 9017 Santa Monica Blvd., Los 
Angeles. The lady taking it easy is Shawn Smith, Allied Artists starlet 








BRIGHTER FACE is peep- 

ing thru the Iron Curtain 
in the form of the new Skoda 
1100. Designed to withstand the 
punishment of Middle Europe's 
rough roads, it has a tubular 
backbone frame and all-independ- 
ent suspension. Springs are trans- 
verse leaf type, with wishbones at 
the front and swing axles at the 
rear. A pedal operates the chassis 
lubricators pump (shown with 
its reservoir beside the brake 
master cylinder). The 4-cylinder, 
66-cubic-inch engine has cylinder 


liners for long life. Forty horse- 
power (at 4700 rpm) gives a 75- 
mph top speed or fuel consump- 
tion of 32 miles per gallon. 
The back window exactly dupli- 
cates the windshield. A handy but 
room-consuming cradle holds the 
spare, and there’s a spot in the 
trunk for an emergency gas can 
Those have driven 
types say the car is a good per- 
former and rides well. There 
are no U.S. distributors; Motokov, 
of Prague, is answering inquiries. 
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Tired of... 


NTS? 
OSTLY FILTER REPLACEME 


EXPENSIVE OVERHAULS? 


9 
FREQUENT OIL CHANGES: 


..then try 


Heavy Duty 


MPR EU Aeiiil 


Porous Bronze Oil Filter 





REDUCES CAR COSTS 3 WAYS! 


1. Saves Money on Filter Replacements. One IMPROVED-LIFETIME Filter saves you the 
cost of more than 100 ordinary filters. If the cost of paper or rag filled elements averaged 
only $1.00, you'd save $100.00 on replacements alone! IMPROVED-LIFETIME’S porous 
bronze wall filters efficiently all the time, year after year! Occasional kerosene or solvent 
rinse keeps it in perfect working order—you will never need another! 


2. Saves Money on Overhauls. Damage to bearings, cam lifters, cylinders and other engine 
parts due to abrasive grinding and acid etching shortens engine life . . . causes repair bills 
to mount up. IMPROVED-LIFETIME’s uniform porosity removes all dangerous grit... makes 
longer engine life a reality. This filter cannot “channel” and return unfiltered oil to your 
engine. In addition, the ACTIVE MAGNESIUM ACID NEUTRALIZER (not found in regular 
filters) neutralizes harmful engine acids—ends acid wear. Thus, IMPROVED-LIFETIME can 
double the life of your engine. 

3. Saves Money on Oil Changes. Oil stays efficient miles longer. IMPROVED-LIFETIME’S 
porous bronze wall screens out all abrasive wear-particles . . . leaves valuable additives in. 
Materially reduces oil “breakdown”’ Need for oil changes can be cut in half! 


GUARANTEE: The Heavy Duty IMPROVED- SENSATIONAL 30-DAY FREE TRIAL! Get an IMPROVED- 


. . : _ LIFETIME today! Try, test, compare this amazing filter 
panegee prcadhas ayer wat -oyed = for a full month. Then, if you’re not 100% convinced 


. it’s everything we say, just send it back for a prompt, 
FULL YEARS; it can actually never wear out! — full refund. Keep the Acid Neutralizer for your trouble. 


If your dealer can’t supply you, use coupon 


DEALERS AND JOBBERS NEEDED 


Dealers and jobbers are urgently needed to handle the ever-increasing 
consumer demand created by powerful advertising and editorial articles 
in leading national magazines. Get your share of this rapidly expanding 
market. For complete details, write, wire or phone: 


ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO. 
5801 E. Beverly Boulevard, Dept.429, Los Angeles 22, California 


ment at $6.95 


Case) at $12 


Enclosed is $ 


(— Rush *fullfion” Filter Element at 
$11.95. 


° f 

Bronze Cartridge only $i 6.95 vai 
for most cars (Fits your present filter case) 
“Full-Flow” Element... $11.95—Required for these cars 
Buick V-8, Olds V-8, Pontiac V-8, '54-’55 Ford V-8 ane 
Mercury, ’52-’55 Ford 6 and Lincoln, '46-’55 Chryslet 
Complete Unit . . .$12.95—For cars with no stock filte. 
(includes case). j 
AVERAGE 43% MORE AREA! —Heavy duty cylindrical de! 
sign averages 43% more area than other metal filters, 
Tiny bronze balls—fused together—assure permanent. 

fixed-porosity filtration... remove abrasives as sma} 
as 39 millionths of an inch, but can not remove bene’ 
ficial and expensive detergents ! | 
Be sure! Avoid smaller, or cheaper thin’ 
walled imitations that “appear” alike. 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO. GENTLEMEN: Please send me filter(s) | 
5801 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 429 


Los Angeles 22, California 
( Rush IMPROVED-LIFETIME Filter Ele- 4 


checked at left. | understand that if | © 
am not completely satisfied | may return | 
for full refund within 30 days, but may 
keep the Acid Neutralizer, regardiess. — 


CAR YEAR. MAKE. 





(0 Rush Complete Filter Unit (Incl. “i 


i icceneniintinpacnigilagin 
NAME. 
ADDRESS. 








Better Automotive Products Through Research full price, ship postpaid. 
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| 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
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(C0 Enclosed is $2.00 Deposit—ship 
C.0.D., plus postage. 


CITY. 
STATE 
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420 FREE 


WHOLESALE CATALOG | 





SEND 25c FOR 
WHOLESALE 1956 
SURPRISE CATALOG 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


BOX MT 1904 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 











PREVENTS 


log. 7 - Ver i, tem 
FADING! 


ONE OPERATION 
cleans, softens, protects leather 
or plastic upholstery! 7 
concentrated —long lasting. 
8-02. CAN. 
—3-IN-1 EFFICIENCY— Fy 
die cues | =-= 


i neatsfoot oi! . CONDITIONS 
j__ beeswax PROTECTS 













plastic. leather 








site only 9 ped 


TANNER PRODUCTS pert. w 


716 &. Washington + Los Angeles 21, California 








JAG OWNERS!!! 


Give your Jag the 
prestige it deserves 
with a combination 
rille-guard badge 
ar. Constructed of 
heavy chrome steel 
for maximum protec- 
tion. Easy 5 minute 


installation — Price 
$16.95 Ppd. Also 
available for MG-A, 
Austin - Healy, and 
R-2. 

See your local 
dealer or write 
teday to: 


S & S ENTERPRISES 
Box 13 — Sunland, Calif. 


AUTOMOTIVE HAND CONTROLS 


FOR THE HANDICAPPED DRIVER! 
GET INDEPENDENT! STOP DEPENDING ON OTHERS! 
All chromed, strictly mechanical, _Mail- Order _Kit 
available for cars with 
HUNDREDS IN USE. Money-back qvorantee. Price 
$59.75. Give name and year of car. C.O.D. or 
postpaid. Other controls available. Write us. 
HANDICAP PRODUCTION 
Dept. 4, 7342 Cerritos, Route 1, Anaheim, Calif. 
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‘56 Buick 


The new chambers were relieved on 
the valve side for better breathing, and 
the pistons were redomed for the com- 
pression ratio increase. Valve timing was 
altered, as was exhaust valve head design 
(it’s “tulip-shaped” or “dished,” for less 
gas flow restriction, more flexibility, and 
lively lightness. ) 

This new power is definitely felt in 
the new Buick. Before official an- 
nouncement time, we were able to 
wring out a °55 Century 4-door hard- 
top that had the 56 underpinning, ’56 
engine, and °56 Dynaflow. We can’t 
figure that the times we got in using a 
stopwatch against the speedometer are 
accurate, but they did at least give us 
some indication as to what we might ex- 
pect in our road test (to come later). 
Starting from scratch we got to 65 mph 
(assuming a 5 mph error at that speed) 
in 10 seconds using Low range, and 
about 12 using priveE. This is not too 
different from last year’s Century. 

For °56, Dynaflow has a second stator 
assembly to improve the take-off perform- 
ance or acceleration at low car speeds. It’s 
designed to give a more solid feel to the 
drive line in LOW or REVERSE ranges, for 
the low stator blade angle now occurs in 
all ranges, instead of in DRIVE range only. 

At highway passing speeds, using 
Low range to go from 32 mph to 54 
mph ( assumed speedometer error for 
30 to 50) we made it in about 3% sec- 
onds (about 1 second better than 755). 
If you stay in DRIVE, you'll take one sec- 
ond longer to get from 54 to 85 mph 
(estimated error for 50 to 80) than you 
will using Low range up to 65 indi- 
cated, then manually shifting to prRIvE. 
Using the latter method, we clipped it 
around 10 seconds (almost 2 seconds 
faster than 755). 

Altho the Century, Super and Road- 
master engines read alike in rated output, 
power at the wheels may be upped slightly 
by the Roadmaster’s dual exhaust system. 
Transmission gear ratios and torque con- 
verter factors are the same for these cars, 
as is rear-axle ratio. (Special has a 3.9 
ratio with standard transmission, 3.2 with 
Dynaflow, and the Century, Super, and 
Roadmaster have a 3.36 to 1 axle ratio 
with Dynaflow. 

The 3-speed transmission, available in 
the Special only, absorbs the power boost 
thru a heavier clutch (with suspended 
pedal), has higher gearing than it did in 
55 (it’s last year’s Century and Super 
3-speed transmission with the necessary 
modifications ) . 

The chassis and running gear altera- 
tions common to all models include the 
installation of direct-acting shock absorbers 
at the rear, the redesign of the rear spring 
crossmember, a beefing-up of the siderails, 
inclination of the kingpins 7 degrees in- 
ward at the top from the vertical (zero 
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degrees) position of 55, and raising of 
steering arm ends. 

The kingpin change and moving the 
steering arm upward %4-inch, Buick en- 
gineers claim, have brought slight un- 
dersteer in corners, greater directional 
stability, and better steering control. in 
the area where we were driving the en- 
gineering Buick Century, it was difficult 
to determine if handling in the corners 
is different. It is safe to assume, how- 
ever, that such a change would build in 
understeer (the car’s tendency to drift 
thru a corner taken exceptionally fast). 
As far as directional stability is con- 
cerned, the changes made are definitely 
for the better. When you leave the 
asphalt with the 2 right wheels, it takes 
a practically negligible effort to pull 
the car back. Immediately after whip- 
ping the wheel to one side, the car 
seeks its own straight course. It’s only 
over a fairly bad dip that it wallows 
and needs wheel correction to keep it 
in a straight line. No more does it take 
much effort to steer a Buick toward the 
top of a crowned road. 

Despite the changes for more road- 
ability, the ride remains the same— 
pillowy. You seem to float over bad 
dips and bumps; incongruously, rough 
spots like tar strips are apparent in the 
seat of the pants. 

Other chassis changes include heavier 
crossmembers on the Special and Century, 
and heavier front-center crossmember ex- 
tensions and siderails on the convertibles. 

The rear-axle housing has deeper sec- 
tions this year, and, in order to discourage 
removal of factory-specified oil, no drain 
plug is provided in the unit. The rear 
coupling of the driveshaft has been rede- 
signed to eliminate bind or transfer of 
end-wise forces on the shaft. Still employ- 
ing torque-tube drive, Buicks for "56 have 
a “torque-ball” rubber compression ring 
housing at the axle, providing a leakproof, 
flexible pivot for the axle. Ring and pin- 
ion gears have been redesigned for greater 
strength, while axle shafts are larger in 
cross-section for the same reason. 

Buick’s new suspended brake pedal 
carries with it these advantages: relocation 
of the brake system components for better 
body sealing, protection of pedal linkage 
from weather, and improved pedal action. 

On Dynaflow-equipped cars the ped- 
al is closer to the throttle, both later- 
ally and in height, making for an easier 
and quicker transfer of the throttle foot 
to the brake foot. If you're a left-foot- 
braker, it’s still as easy to reach. 

Brake lining of the Special is now 24% 
inches wide (it was 1% inches in 55). 
Brake shoes in all series have a *%s-inch 
groove down the center, relieving a high- 
pressure zone over the shoe web and aid- 
ing even load distribution over the width 
of the brake, which should also help to 
eliminate the uneven braking action some- 
times encountered with previous Buicks. 

—Jim.Lodge and Walt Woron 
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continued from page 31 


‘56 Pontiac 


popular Catalina 2-door hardtops thruout 
the line. The luxury Safari will continue 
to head Pontiac’s station wagon group and 
a new 9-passenger wagon will be offered. 
The 3-seat wagons feature a split middle 
seat to allow 1-, 2-, or 3-passenger seating 
in conjunction with varied bed space. 

Pontiac is going right along with the 
color trend by offering a whole variety 
of bizarre finishes (Tarragon green, Gra- 
nada gold, etc.) and some 79 interior trim 
options. Upholstery will be leather (on 
custom models), Morrokide (washable 
leather-like material), nylon or orlon in 
many new weaves. 

Altho interior dimensions remain the 
same as in 55, the front seat has been 
repositioned and tilted back for a slight 
increase in head and legroom. The dash- 
board retains its desirable 55 shape (with 
instruments that look up at you) and has 
a few chrome and color variations. Dash 
padding is available on all but air-condi- 
tioned models (the vents are in the way ). 
Lighter and ashtray have swapped sides, 
with the former now on the driver’s side 
of the center-positioned glove box. 

Optionally speaking Pontiac has gone 
all-out. All power assists will be available, 
including a new 6-way power seat (Pon- 
tiac’s novel “360-degree” hand-operated 
seat will again be available). Other acces- 
sories are improved front-mounted air 
conditioning (it has quicker cooling thru 
use of recirculated air), signal-seeking 
radio, standard (for the Ist time) direc- 
tional signals, electric windshield wipers 
(vacuum standard), and trumpet-type 
horn for use with standard horns for a 
louder blast. Novel, too, is the option of 
dual rear-seat radio speakers which, when 
used in conjunction with the front speaker, 
give a hi-fi, salon-like effect. A new wind- 
shield washer is operated from a tiny 
pendular foot pedal which is pumped to 
control duration and intensity of stream; 
automatic type will also be available. An 
internally adjusted side mirror is a con- 
venient ‘55 carryover. 

Safety-wise, in addition to the padded 
dash option, Pontiac will have safety door- 
latches (introduced late in 55) and will 


very likely offer optional seat belts. 
—Al Kidd and Walt Woron 











pet 


he world’s busiest driver uses an AUTO- 
CRAT Seat Belt for added protection 
when he takes his famous sleigh ride. 
This year his sleigh will be loaded with 
ss gift-packs of AUTO-CRAT Seat Belts. 
4 m1 What more wonderful gift is there than 
teas highway safety for you and your family? 
When ordering safety belts for your car 
ss insist on AUTO-CRAT the belt used by 
: one of Detroit’s largest auto manufacturers 
after years of research and testing. Only 
AUTO-CRAT has the patented cam-action 
quick-release buckle for maximum safety. 
Now available in high-quality nylon in 
seven sparkling colors: 
grey @ tan e@ _ light blue 
green @ red e@ black e@ white 
When ordering please specify color desired. 
Special Christmas gift price $11.95 per 
person. 





AUTO-CRAT 
SEAT BELTS 








DEALERS: 


Write today on 
your letterhead! 
Dept. MT 


HOWARD SCHEIB AUTOMOTIVE 605 So. Arroyo Parkway 


Pasadena 1, California 














Do you want to buy a 
56 car? 

If you do (or if yow’re just 
car crazy, like some people 
we know), yowll want 
MOTOR TREND’S January 
Buyers Guide. For the 1st 
time, yowll get reports 
from behind the wheel of 
all cars before some models 
are in the showrooms. 

















Desiqued to steal your heart 


THE ENTIRELY NEW MG A 








¢ 


| White with black leather 
upholstery is one of a rainbow 
- brilliant 
age. 


is 


Lae * new beauty. And, promise becomes reality 

with the surge of its powerful new engine 

and the safe, solid roadability that puts the 
MG A in a class by itself. Designed to steal your 
heart ... make a date for a test drive today. 





Represented 
in the United States by 


ha mb roc 

AUTOMOTIVE CORPORATION 

27-29 W. 57TH ST.. NEW YORK 19, N.Y 

Sold and serviced by a nationwide network of distributors and dealers. 

Product of THE BRITISH MOTOR CORPORATION, LTD. 

Makers of MG, AUSTIN-HEALEY, MAGNETTE, MORRIS, AUSTIN AND RILEY CARS 
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HOT ROD magazi 


Use the handy 
bind-in coupon at right 


for sending your order 
TODAY! 


ORDER NOW FOR THE 
MAN-SIZED GIFTS 
YOU’RE SURE THEY 
WILL LIKE! ~ 


on MOTOR TREND & 


.. . IDEAL GIFTS FOR 
CAR-MINDED MEN 
























What could be more appropriate 
for the car-minded man than a 
gift subscription to MOTOR 
TREND ...or HOT ROD 
MAGAZINE .. . or both—at 
special gift rates? 

It’s so easy to shop this way, and 
when you send your gift you can 
relax, knowing you have sent 
really welcome remembrances. 
Attractive gift cards will be 
mailed for Christmas Delivery; 
first subscription copies will be 
delivered shortly thereafter, and 
your postage, handling and de- 
livery details ail taken care of. 
Just be sure to tell us which 
magazines to send, and print the 
names plainly on the inserted 
form. Sign your name so we can 
handle the gift cards just right 
and then send your order with 
your check or money order today. 
If you have friends in the Serv- 
ices, remember they are sure to 
welcome your gift of good read- 
ing from home. No increase in 
prices for overseas military ad- 
dresses. Your gift cards will be 
air-mailed to guarantee holiday 
delivery. 










A new reminder of your 
thoughtfulness — EVERY 
MONTH — An attractive 
gift card — delivered at 
holiday-time — An easy 
way out of your shopping 
hassle—All add up to this: 
SEND TREND MAGA- 
ZINES THIS YEAR POR 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS AT 
THESE SPECIAL 
RATES (good until Dec. 
31). 




















ONE SUBSCRIPTION $3 






TWO SUBSCRIPTIONS $5 







THREE SUBSCRIPTIONS $7 






EACH ADDITIONAL $2 








Your own new or renewal 
subscription may he in- 
cluded at these bargain 
prices. 



















i ee ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ae 
TREND, Inc. Subscription Department 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, California 



































Enclosed is my payment of $ : _for one full year subscription at $3.00 and full year gifts at $2.00 each. [] cash [] check [] money order 

i Send Magazine as my gift for 1 year to: Send Magazi as my gift for 1 year to: p 
NEW - en Cc) NEW ae 

E _) EXTEND penal a ee (CD EXTEND simieiinatige } 

i Send oft cand “tee rs Send gift card “from “id § 

i a _______.Magazine as my gift for 1 year to: 
C) NEW A 

; Oe: 4 ee Sean eee SENDER’S NAME i 

— —__--———— ADDRESS 
L_* end gift card “from ee City all 
me ME Se Pe om | oe h6oehLhUhUmr UMD UDLCUMDCUMDCUMDGS.CMGS.CS.LUDr.LLUDCUMGC QT 
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continued from page 36 


One for the Money 


Saginaw power steering has revalved unit with less 
eager boost. Expansion tanks reduce frontal area 





Front coils nest in well-forward A-frames. Front 
end of frame is reminiscent of aircraft construction 


7 a 






PHOTOS BY DON MC CRAY 


3 


Unique telescoped driveshaft has rubber insert to 
cushion torque wrap. Hydra-Matic is in rubber too 


Dual exhaust system operates at minimum back pressure. Pipes go cnder outside 
frame member, flexible couplings connect to headers. Note the floor shift 





react as tho it were. He felt that here at 
last was his dream commission, even tho 
styling was subordinate to engineering by 
order. It was the kind of car that everyone 
talked about but never made. 

Interpreted thru a designer’s eyes, “Here 
was a project that called for classic ele- 
gance somehow at home on a racecourse. 
The demand for a trademarkable radiator 
obviously meant a vertical motif, but not 
warped as used on current Jags and Alfas. 
Take the old theme and give it a new, 
nonwhimsical flavor.” 

Subsequent elaboration on the require- 
ment for a “different headlight treatment” 
brought to light a Gaylord fondness for 
Lucas P-100s. As styled in by Stevens, they 
set the stage for the car. To Brooks, the 
“clamshell” phase of the instructions 
meant “function without mass; the lithe- 
ness of the classic °30s without the prob- 
lems—just flavor.” 

The wraparound windshield is actually 
a truncated piece of glass from a Ford 
Thunderbird, a good example of the prac- 
tical approach to the spare parts problem 
evident everywhere. Despite the true 
brougham appearance of the rear, the car 
will automatically and completely swallow 
its all-metal top into the deck at the touch 
of a button. 

Length/width ratio was originally to 
be based on a Jaguar’s approximate 3 to 
1, which Stevens considers to be good. 
However, engineering dictated American 
chassis and engine components so the car’s 
litheness (readily apparent even in the 
photos) had to be achieved thru styling 
illusion rather than true dimensions. Using 
stylists’ terminology, the sides were 
“sucked in” and the length “stretched.” 
You won't be fooled by the photos, tho; it 
is an adult-sized auto throughout, unlike 
some of the peanut-sized Italian coupes. 

The prototype Gaylord, as shown at the 
recent Paris show, is powered by a 300- 
plus-horsepower Chrysler V8 coupled to 





Radiator by Harrison, engine by Chrysler, transmission and wheels by Cadillac 
make the Gaylord as cosmopolitan as any car. Front suspension is orthodox 


Hydra-Matic. Within reason, your choice 
of powerplant and transmission will be 
optional; any problems stemming from 
unusual combinations requested will be 
met on a “time and material” basis. 

The dual-wishbone frame is constructed 
from light but super-strong and -costly 
chrome-moly steel alloy. Nothing is 
attached to it that is not insulated in rub- 
ber. This passion for isolating metal-to- 
metal contact is even carried into a revo- 
lutionary new drive arrangement where 
the shaft’s two pieces are connected one to 
the other by a strong telescopic rubber 
grip that can cushion any V8’s torque. 

Like any true custom car engineered 
from the wheels up, the ‘chassis abounds 
in unusual details. For example, the dual 
exhausts are routed under the frame side 
rails (insulated by asbestos) into muf- 
flers mounted crosswise at the rear. Sus- 
pension follows conventional practice of 
coil front, leaf-spring rear but is an origi- 
nal Gaylord design thruout. 

Shortly before presstime we received 
pictures of the prototype (bodies will be 
all metal) in the works at Spohn. A basic 
reason for choosing this carrossier was that, 
unlike most Italians, he meticulously fol- 
lows the instructions of the original de- 
signer. He is working solely from a *- 
scale model. 

On the spot in Ravensburg are the 2 
Gaylord brothers and Brooks Stevens, 
sweating out each stage in the construc- 
tion of their dream. As we wrote, the 
nearly completed car was getting the final 
touches prior to a last-minute dash to its 
stand in the Paris show. There, its cre- 
ators were to hear the verdict of the ex- 
perts, both visiting stylists and car lovers 
with checkbook in hand. If you couldn’t 
make the show and are serious about lik- 
ing the car, address your inquiry regard- 
ing purchase to James K. Gaylord, Gay- 
lord Products, Inc., 1918 Prairie Ave., 
Chicago 16 (1st deliveries, early 1956). 
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STOP pusr, 


CORROSION 


- scientifically 
a 


$195 





Proven by the U. 5. Navy, 
now specially designed to 
keep the block and radiator 
of your car clean, clear and 
trouble free. Add years to 
engine life. Installs in min- 
utes. Unaffected by anti- 
freeze. Money back guaran- 
tee. 


THE MAGIC FILTER CO. 
Box 704 3020 Pico Blvd. 
Santa Menten, Calif. 


SEAT a 


All Nylon 
C.A.A. Approved $995 


11 colors 
x 2. *& 2% Bee 
SUPER CHARGER 
M°CULLOUCH $255°° UP 
Send 25c for Sumar Catalog 


SUMAR SPEED EQUIPMENT 
109 N. 7th + C-8174+ Terre Haute, Ind. 


HOUDAILLE 








leRt-le my Lem aie), mae): ie) 





SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Ideal for '28-48 Fords. Insures excellent road- 





ability and control at all speeds. Guaranteed 
12,000 miles or 1 year. Just $10.50 each ppd. 
Specify Ford model and wheel locations. 
PIONEER SHOCK ABSORBER pg 
- Prairie Ave., Hawthorne 2, Calif. 
ealer inquiries invited 


CLEAN CAR 


ipe it off every nice 
day with a $2 KozaK 
Auto Dry Wash Cloth 


and you'll NEVER have to 
hose it. KOZAK will even 
DRY wash a nice car that is = 
so dirty you can hardly tell 

the color of the paint. Been doing it 
for 30 years now . . . for people 
whose cars are ALWAYS clean .. . 
this $2 investment will return you 
fifty in car wash savings. And has 
been so guaranteed to 10 million 
buyers since 1926. 


The ORIGINAL 

















FASTBACK 


HEY SAY A LEOPARD can't change its 

spots, but here’s cousin Jaguar with not 
only markings that are new, but a body with 
even more litheness than it originally had. 
Raymond Loewy, one of this country’s top 
designers, demonstrated his capabilities recent- 
ly when he designed a new body for his per- 
sonal XK-140. He shipped the chassis to 
Turin, Italy, where Boano built and fitted to 


MOISIO 









it the aluminum body seen in these photos. 

It’s a low (50 inches) 2-seater, has a wide 
door to allow easy loading of luggage into 
the rear compartment (which also has 2 jump 
seats), uses foam rubber and other acoustic 
materials to achieve interior silence, has a 
“grille” of perforated aluminum, and a roof 
with a sliding panel. , 

The use of chrome on the car is limited to 
parts that are flush with the body skin, which 
Loewy believes should be “. . . the ultimate 
use of chrome as a practical and dramatic ma- 
terial in automobile construction.” Efforts like 
this could bring back the fastback. 








Auto DRY wash 


®KOZAK, 66 S. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 
Please send postpaid at once: 


REG. $2 KozaKs 
(millions use them) 


(C1 for $2 


SUPER $3 KozaKs 


(lasts four times longer) 


0 1 for $3 








(CO SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
2 Reg. ($4) plus 1 Super ($3)—$7 value—$5.00 
Enclosed (]check [] cash 
(0 Check here for free Xmas wraps 
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TORRID BMW 





New 507 sports-touring car has V8 capable, they say, of 145 mph. Five- 
speed gearbox is featured. Open 2-seater model is almost as attractive 
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continued from page 32 


‘56 Studebaker 


band would appear. Generator, fuel, 
and oil gauges work in a similar manner. 

Altho sedans (the term as used in con- 
nection with Studebaker is a general one, 
meaning 2- and 4-doors as well as station 
wagons) have taken on a Yankee look, 
the coupes are more European than ever. 
There is now total styling distinction be- 
tween the 2 basic lines of cars. 

Headed by the Packard-powered Gold- 


en Hawk (a much more powerful re- 
placement for last year’s Speedster), 


coupes and hardtops feature a Lancia-like 
grille with a long, high hood. The rear 
deck has been built up with Fiberglas and 
there is a rear grille somewhat similar to 
the Gaylord car on page 36. 

I noticed when driving the Golden 
Hawk on the Utica, Mich., proving 
grounds that there was a definite tend- 
ency towards front-end heaviness. It 
wasn't objectionable, but made the car 
feel much different from last year’s 
Speedster. This is the result of grafting 
in the big 275-horsepower Clipper V8. 
Steering effort, while still quite toler- 
able, is definitely increased during fast 
cornering. Altho I couldn’t get accurate 
figures due to rain, acceleration is quite 
phenomenal; the car should soundly 
crack 10 seconds in a 0-60 mph run. 

Indianapolis driver Bill Holland was on 
hand to take the Golden Hawk around the 
Packard track on a timed speed run. It was 
raining and Bill had trouble with the 
windshield wipers losing adhesion at 
speed; nevertheless, he clocked 114-plus 
mph. Later in the day, before another 
group, he clocked slightly over 120 in the 
same car, which is closer to its capability. 

The Golden Hawk continues to fea- 
ture the custom (Stewart-Warner) in- 
strument panel with single, round 
gauges. In addition to the usual, there 
are a tach, a vacuum gauge, and a 
sweep-second clock. I found the group- 
ing very legible, and the black Fiberglas 
dash is claimed to have much better 
crash resistance than padded steel. 

—Don MacDonald and Walt Woron 





continued from page 25 


‘56 Nash 


Hitting the Ultramatic kickdown 
at 30 or 45 mph in the lower prive 
range brought a reaction that should 
impress any showroom shopper. More 
important, Ultramatic, described last 
year as having a “smooth range” and a 
performance range, now has a pair of 
smooth ranges, with no loss of per- 
formance in either. 

Takeoffs in the low pRIvE range 
were quiet, as well as smooth, and the 
biggest test—a kickdown to low gear at 
15-25 mph—came off without the jarring 
lurch and noise inherent to last year’s 
unit. Pickup in the normal driving range 
is silky smooth and notably improved 





Batte are 
manufactur 
under Letters o 
Patent assigned 

by the U.S 
Government, 
« Patent No 


for all 6-volt cars 


$27.95 


for all 12-volt cars 


AMAZING SELF - RECHARGING 
ABILITY ...In laboratory tests, 
the Srtver LIFETIME BATTERY 
made 403.492 ‘‘starts’’ and each 
time bounced back with no sign 
of weakening—equivalent to 
starting your car 30 times a day 
for 36 years! In one minute or 
less after complete, rapid dis- 
charge, this battery will start 
your car with a surge of self- 
regained power. The S1I.Lver 
LiretrmMe Battery is the finest 
battery made for emergencies. 


FORGET ABOUT ADDING WATER 
FOR A YEAR OR MORE... Heavy 


ONS 


»> 
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\N 


Lifetime 
gives you 6-year 
guaranteed service at 
an economy price! 


\ ¥ 
out Bee Wag 
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Made with Silver, the Strver Liretime Battery incorporates 


the most advanced developments of the American and Euro- 
pean battery industries. Mass production equipment and 
methods make possible its modest cost. Your purchase of a Sirver Liretime Batrery need be your 
only battery purchase for six years or more! You will enjoy faster starting, brighter lights and 
better operation of all your car’s electrical equipment. Most important, you will discover the 
satisfaction of real battery dependability, avoid embarrassing battery failure. 


Sitver Liretime the most 
trouble-free battery made! 


GIVES BETTER SERVICE DURING 
ITS ENTIRE LIFE... The Sitver 
LIFETIME BATTERY produces up 
to 1990 amps of instant power 
release. It spins your motor 
10%, faster than ordinary bat- 
teries...gives you brighter 
lights and better operation of 
all electrical equipment. Has a 
remarkable 600 watt capacity, 
and exceeds S.A.E. require- 
ments for overcharge tests by 
1007. Is not affected by over- 
charge. ‘ 


ver Liretime’s extra fluid capa- 
city, special plastic separators 
and heavy duty plates, keep 
damaging heat to a minimum 
...add greatly to its long life. 
SILVERLYTE BATTERY SOLUTION 
...Exclusive formula contains 
silver (plus other ingredients). 
Natural electroplating action 
forms a coating of silver on the 
grids, increasing conductivity 
and ability to develop electrical 
charge quickly. 

THE SILVER LIFETIME BATTERY 
SAVES UP TO $100. The average 
lead-acid battery costs you 
about $20.00, lasts less than 1% 






































duty plates, special plastic COOLEST OPERATING BATTERY years (about $14.00 per year). 

separators, extra large electro- EVER BUILT! Heat causes plates Tue Sitver Liretime costs you ' 

lyte reservoir, and new-type to dry out. harden and buckle, $24.95 and is guaranteed to last - 

vent caps combine to make the insulators to ‘short!’ The Sr- six full years! 

SILVER LIFETIME BATTERY CORP, + 9937 Culver Boulevard, Culver City, California » Cable Address: SILVERLIFE : 
I leseeelinenseatllnenainnnlnneettioenetinemeetiemmetimmeetitneetiomentimntinmdinemnttamettantemntiemedieheatics tested 


SILVER LIFETIME BATTERY CORP., Dept. MT-125 


















I 9937 Culver Bivd., Culver City, Calif. . ' 
Ship Silver Lifetime Battery with 6-year guarantee : 

DISTRIBUTORS | CO 6 volt automotive battery [ 12 volt automotive battery | 
WANTED! ] ~ ($24.95 including tax) ($27.95 including tax) i 
Exclusive protected sales territories now I for. ; 
being awarded. Write, wire or phone 1 Make & Model, Year of Car i 

for details. Silver Lifetime Batteries ] Cash, check, or money order enclosed. Silver Lifetime 
are available also for aircraft, ‘ndustrial, i pays all delivery costs to your door. ; 
marine, truck, tractor and bus use. NAME { 
Inquiries invited. | : 
| ADDRESS : 
| city. ZONE___STATE 3c 







































“| GUARANTEE YOU SAVINGS ON 
THE BEST IN SPEED PARTS!” 


“... and on the few items where | can’t give you a 
lower price, I'll beat delivery! Your order is shipped ag 4 — back 
same day as received. Every item guaranteed!” °° "st orcer i 


NEW : 
1956 CATALOG! 
Just off the press. 
Great values. 
Send 25c for your 











HICKOK SAFETY BELTS: New sliding bar design. Finest belt we know for family safety. i 
Set of 2: $29.95 


HIGH-COMPRESSION GASKET: — tested. Raises pete ratio up to full point. 


ceper. Most cars: 56 5 
CURE-RIDE SHOCK ABSORBER: Famous among experts. 25,000 mile guarantee, top 


riding control: $8.00 





CALDER DELROY SPEED PARTS, Inc. 


U.S. ROUTE 46 E. PATERSON, N.J. FAIRLAWN 6-2415 
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A PERMANENT CURE FOR LOOSE IDLER ARMS, WE ALONE HAVE | 






WRITE FOR LITERATURE--ORDER TODAY--STATE CAR 
L. NEEDED EVERY WHER 


B and B Specialty Company 


1718 HAWTHORNE @ =* * * HOUSTON 6 TEXAS 






ee tee ene 
© ust mace 32.75 O 
[Shipped Prepaid, 


AMAZING PERFORMANCE 


VERTEX 
MAGNETOS 


15% more power 














Faster Acceleration 
Proved High-Speed 


Performance 
Send 25¢ for complete 20 page, 
illustrated Vertex Handbook, in- 
cludes performance curves. 
RONCO CORP. 


Blue Bell 1, Pa. 
(Philadelphia Suburb) 
Phone Conshohocken 6-4124 














NORDIC; 
CUSTOM RADIOS FOR \ ; : 





1952 TO 56 FORDS 

SUPERHETERODYNE + BIG 6 x 9 < 
INCH SPEAKER + LOW BATTERY aie 
DRAIN + EASY INSTALLATION $389° 
PERMEABILITY TUNER WRITE FOR LITERATURE 


NORDIC RADIO COMPANY + BOX 582 «EVANSTON, ILL. 
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OHV ux 
ADAPTERS 

LARGEST SELECTION—TOP QUALITY 
GUARANTEED FIT—DEALERS ONLY 


CRAGAR EQUIPMENT CO. 





3663 Gage Ave. 
Bell 60, Calif. 














Just Say “Char ge It” 


WITHA... 


Duncan Hines 
Signet Club Credit Card 


Whether you motor for business or 
pleasure, your Duncan Hines Signet 
Club travel credit card will be honored 
by 2,500 eating and lodging places in 
all 48 states, Canada, Mexico and the 
Caribbean. All of these establishments 
are Recommended by Duncan Hines. 
For complete information without ob- 
ligation on membership in the Duncan 
Hines Signet Club, use-coupon below. 








Duncan Hines Signet Club | 
Box 492, Ithaca, N.Y. 


Gentlemen: Please send me complete in- I 
formation on membership in the Duncan l 
Hines Signet Club without obligation to | 
me. 


IIs /ininnienitsiniidesneniidieaiadinsenaninnit sidaeititiiniakianinas ’ 
Sen. Riera OE a 


EE ee Zone....State................ l 


Dan ce ce me a ee ee ee 


Address 


Rane an oe oe a ee a ay 
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over ’55, particularly thru the 20 to 30 
mph speeds. 

Unchanged in chassis design or sus- 
pension, the Ambassador continues to 
awe onlookers with what seems like 
excessive heel-over in tight turns; but 
as we reported in last year’s test, the 
feeling within the car is quite differ- 
ent. The car remains fairly hard steer- 
ing, even with a power boost, but its 
ability to turn quickly offsets “whole- 
hand” (vs. “fingertip”) steering. 

Here, as in the Statesman, chassis is 
unchanged for ’56. Brakes, still consider- 
ably larger than on the lighter (by 400 
to 650 pounds) Statesman, were not re- 
worked. Suspension and driveline setup, 
like the Statesman’s, use the ’55 pattern. 

Body dimepsions are the same as on 
the 55s. Models offered are 3 V8s, the 
Custom Country Club (2-door hardtop), 
Custom 4-door sedan, and Super 4-door 
sedan, and the 6-cylinder Super 4-door. 


DETAILS OF BOTH CARS 

Interiors feature new colors and up. 
holstery materials. Custom Ambassadors 
ate available with leather (genuine, of 
course) trim and nylon “silver-leaf” cloth 
(an extra-cost option in Supers). An add- 
ed feature in Customs is an aluminum 
trim insert extending across the dashboard. 

And best of all, the well-liked features 
that have made Nash the comfortable, 
family-sized long-distance traveler are 
again offered in the ’56 line. 

Best of all are the proved features: 
MT's favorite, reclining seats and the 
twin-bed setup, can be had in both Am- 
bassador and Statesman. The non-spilling 
“fishnet” catch-all above the sun visors is 
still there, as are the dual radio speakers 
at each end of the instrument panel. 
Nash’s excellent heating system is again 
offered separately, or as a low-cost pack- 
age with refrigerated air conditioning. 

—Jim Lodge 





BRIGHTER 





So 


_ PRIORITY FOR EXPORT is the 
way we would classify Sunbeam’s new 
hardtop. (It’s known more sedately at home 
as the “Rapier saloon.”) Powered by what 
is basically the newest Hillman Minx over- 
head-valve engine, the Rapier gets more go 
from higher compression, a Stromberg down- 
draft carburetor, new manifolding, modest 
porting, and tubular pushrods. All this brings 
it up to 62 horsepower. A heavier clutch 
deals with the extra torque, and a Humber 
Hawk gearbox has the Ist new-type Laycock- 
de Normanville overdrive, operating on 3rd 


GORDON WILKINS 








and 4th. The unit body-frame is all-real- 
leather trimmed, with such lush touches as 
a padded dash, folding rear-seat armrest, 
washable headliner, and a tachometer. Two- 
tone colors are standard. Intended as a 4- 
seater only, the Rapier has a very deep drive- 
shaft tunnel, heavy doorsills and a step-down 
interior. Another departure from old-line 
British practice is the engine mounting, with 
the front 2-cylinders outside the wheelbase. 
Sunbeam’s return to the smaller-car field 
looks hopeful, we'd say, if this is an indication 
of what they’li offer. 
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TUDY Ford Motor Company’s “experimental” 

Mystére and it becomes fairly evident what 
they will do with next year’s (or beyond) product. 
It was “. . . developed primarily to study styling 
themes,” according to George Walker, VP and 
Director of Ford Styling. Our guess is that future 
Fords will have fins and some of these features: a 
steering wheel you can position in front of either 
front seat; a rear engine compartment; a bubble- 
type forward roof canopy that opens and synchro- 
nizes with small half-doors below the belt-line; a 
roll bar forward of the rear fixed canopy; 4 head- 
lights; 4 pivoting bucket-type seats; and a radio- 
TV combination for rear passengers. 





















WHAT'S 
THE 
MYSTERY ? 


It’s not whether 
you'll see these 
features on stock 
cars; it’s when 















NEW 1956 CATALOG 


.. Everything for TOP 
POWER! ECONOMY! STYLE! 























— EXTRA! 
DISCOUNTS . . . HI-PERFORMANCE 


1000's of NEW. DIGEST & CHART. 
EST Power Kits, r How to easily get 
Hi-Speed Mani- EXTRA power. 
folds, Dual Ex- DOUBLE peg 


hausts, Super- age, SAFER, 
chargers, Racing FASTER get- 
Cams, Heads, Pis- away from 


tons, Engines, Econ. 


your car! 
omizers, Chrome. BOTH plus 
——_ “ne Cus- catalog, 25c. 
omizing Acces- (Refund on 
sories—ALL CARS! Ist order) 


ALMQUIST ENGINEERING CO. praters 
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y Auto racing’s Weekly News letter. 
Inside information by America’s top 
racing writers. Sold by subscription 
only. 
1 year $8.00 — Air Mail $10.00 
Special Trial sub. 10 wks. only $2.00 
NATIONAL PIT PASS 
P.O. Box 66 - Culver City 8, Calif. 
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Buy 
and use 
Christmas 
Seals... 
Fight 
Tuberculosis! 
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McBar Adaptor Housings 


MODEL ENGINE TO TRANSMISSION 


e CF-52—Cad and Olds to '52-54 Ford & Merc 

e@ CF-50—Cad and Olds to °49-51 Ford & Merc 

© CF-40—Cad and Olds to °32-48 Ford & Merc, Lincoln, 

Ford pick-up and 1% ton truck 

© 52-LF-52—Lincoln OHV to '52-54 Ford & Merc 

e 52-LF-50—Lincoln OHV to "49-52 Ford & Merc 

© 52-LF-40—Lincoln OHV. to ’32-48 Ford & Merc 

e LF-40—’49-51 Linc. FH to ’32-48 Ford-Merc-Linc, ete. 

© CRF-52—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to "52-53 Ford & Merc 

e CRF-50—’51-53 Chrysler V8 to °49-51 Ford & Merc 

© CRF-40—’51-53 Chrysler to 32-48 Ford & Merc 

© CSM—Cad & Olds - Nat 3 Stude manual transmission 

@® CSA—Cad & Olds 
FREE CATALOG CUSTOM INSTALLATION 

Inquiry invited. Proper clutch recommendations 








McBar Machine p, inc. 
65 N. Miami St., Peru, Ind., Phone 5155 or 6200 
MMMM 
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Acclaimed by thousands of 
; stock, hot rod and customizing enthu 
Complete with cists as the welder of 1001 uses 


Twin Carbon Arc 
Torch and acces- Easily operated from properly wired 









sories . to 110 volt AC or OC line. The idea! 
handle all metal- gift with a life-long use . . Order 
craft work. today on 10 day money back guarantee 





Literature on larger equipment on request 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 South Federal St., Chicago 16, Illinois, Dept. F27-N 










NO-LITE Dome Light Switch Control 





Works on door switch keeps dome 





light on or off with doors open 


NIGHT DRIVING PARKING DRIVE-INS | 


* Easy to install * no wiring * 


2 for Tudor $1 + 4 for Fordor $2 
At your service station, auto stores, gorege or 
advise auto make, year, model. Write Dept. M T' 

Deactivator, Inc., + P. O. Box 1138 

Anderson, South Carolina 

Dealers, jobbers: write for sales plan 






















DON'T DRILL the manifold! 


Use a HI-VACUUM CARBURETOR 
FLANGE to install your 
9 VALVE OILER « WATER INJECTOR 


VACUUM GAUGE ¢ VACUUMHORN 
Send $2.00, make & model car to: 
FLANGES 
P. 0. Box 526, Burbank, Calif. 















BIG PAY JOBS 


for men who qualify in 


as 
DIESEIS 44 


TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor, and Heavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 


YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 


state Training Service Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs...better pay. 
— 


. op <a It can do the same for you! 

































ters 4 WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION TODAY! has ; 
\e eta INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE pinio 
na Dept. A-29, Portland 13, Ore. tiona! 
Please see that | receive FREE 24-page book, 

“Getting Ahead in Diesel.” move 
you p 
ou we hydra 
ADDRESS. movi 
L erry ZONE___STATE. x (also 
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we 602 -Citrotn 


by Pete Molson 








T’S NOT OFTEN that we'll use a title like car speed drops very low, to permit smooth 

that on a story announcing a new car. stops and starts. That tiny pedal operates the 

It’s not often either, we trust, that we sound power-boosted brakes—discs at front, tradi- 

as incoherent as we may about this Citroen, tional drum brakes at rear. Percentage of 
the lst new model to come out of the Paris braking power applied to front and rear 
factory since 1934. (We are referring to wheels varies automatically with size and 
standard-sized cars; the astonishing 2-CV_ distribution of load. The larger pedal, on the 
appeared in the July MT.) In brief, we’re left, is a Buick-type emergency brake; it oper- 
impressed by the new DS-19. ates the front discs. The grilles at either end 

It retains the 4-cylinder, overhead-valve, of the dash bring in cool air from the front 

@ long-stroke engine introduced on the previous of the car (note the absence of vent panes). 
* 4-cylinder car about a year ago. It has 2 The front seats fold quickly into beds. Up- 
carburetors and puts out 75 horsepower, and _holstery is nylon jersey in outspoken colors, 

it sits right behind that bulkhead that pokes and the roof is reinforced plastic with built-in 


into the front compartment (photo at left). rear direction signals. It can be translucent. 
The 4-speed transmission and the differential, Behind the multitudinous power boosts, 
" of course, require space up forward, since the including 2 we haven't mentioned yet, is a 
< @ DS-19 has the traditional Citroen front drive. central hydraulic system, 1st introduced on the 


The spare is there too, in front of the radiator. conventional-looking Big 15 (a 6). Supplied 
But let’s return to the front compartment. only to those who agreed to keep the factory 
The flexible wheel’s column simply bends informed of any difficulties, and the subject of 
to one side, to become its only spoke. Steering dramatic tests with filled champagne glasses 
has a power boost, but remains rack and at speed over cobbled roads, the hydro-pneu- 
pinion. One of the few more-or-less conven- matic rear suspension proved so startlingly 
tional components is the gearshift lever. You effective that it has been applied to all 4 
move it to whichever of the 4 forward speeds wheels in the new car. It incorporates a level- 
you prefer, but the actual shifting is done by a _izer that compensates automatically for vary- 
hydraulic booster. There’s no clutch pedal; ing loads and gives automatic jacking. 
moving the gear.lever operates the clutch Citroen Cars Corp., a factory subsidiary, 
(also hydraulically). It also disengages when _ is at 8423 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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New COP-SIL-LOY ‘I 


@ SAFER, More Pasitive Braking 

@ STOPS Brake Fade 

@ INCREASES Lining and Drum Life 

@ ONLY NOMINAL COST. Easy to Apply 

@ GUARANTEED TO OUTPERFORM Any 
Braking Compound or Money Back 


Research Has Developed Cop-Sil-Loy Brake 
Compound in a New Plastic Film Form! 
Takes Only Minutes to Apply! 
Front Wheel Treatment — Only $2.00 Postpaid 
Four Wheel Treatment — Only $3.00 Postpaid 

Order Now. Send Make, Year of Car 
When Ordering. Dealers Inquire. 


DEE DEE COMPANY 
Manufacturers and Distributors 
BOX 2109 EL MONTE 9, CALIF 

















Rush 
Coupon for 












coreren oe 08 


UTOMO 
ACCESSORIES 


.— + 


=. 0 
== PARTS 


‘and 
pd jauet Sean 


iam ACCESSOLIGS 
4% Saves You ¥, 50% 


Get your FREE copy now .. . this is the 
only complete buying guide to every- 
thing you need for your car, truck, cus- 
tom styled car or hot rod. You'll save up 
to 50% buying-by-mail from Whitney! 
Choose from thousands of hard-to-find items. . . 
new and replacement equipment for cars from 
1920 to 1956. See newest Hollywood accessories 
not offered in stores; high speed and power parts, 
custom styling equipment. . . all at lowest prices! 
Guaranteed satisfaction or money back. Fast 
shipment. Mail 
coupon for free | syst 4 FEW OF THE 50.000 ITEMS 

= LISTED IN THIS BIG NEW CATALOG 


clorresl : Auto radios Transmissions 
enclose 25c to hel “ 
pay catalog mailing | Hi-Speed Equipment CustomStyleAcces. 
and handl ng. costs. Mufers, pipes Tires Tubes 
ew cre . 
on your frat or- | Engines, parts Ignition Parts 


EF 









































: J. C. Whitney & Co., 1917 0-12 Archer Avenue, Chicago 16, Illinois 


Rush giant 1956 catalog of auto parts and accessories at sale 

prices. I enclose 25c to cover part of mailing and handling cost, 

which will be credited to me on my frst $5.00-or-more order. 
. 


Name 





Address. 








City. State 
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continued from page 21 


‘56 Cadillac 


Early 56 Cadillacs came off the line 
with steering wheels that had a real 
lethal-looking hub, but which has now 
been changed on all cars to an innocu- 
ously flat plastic crest. A dash pad like 


last year’s stops glare before it starts. 

Cadillac is practically going into the 
custom car business, as far as paint and 
trim combinations go with almost 500 
solid and 2-tone options possible. With 
no comment, we report that air-condition- 
ing is now available in the convertible. 

—Walt Woron and Don MacDonald 





The World’s Most Complete 
Record of Land, Sea and 
Air Racing. 


Complete records on the 
fabulous Indianapolis 


900 we RACE 


PLUS 


Current records on 
MOTORCYCLE 


MOTORBOAT - AIRPLANE » GRAND PRIX 
STOCK - HOT ROD - SPRINT + BIG CAR 


and other events of the motor racing world 


NEW 1956 EDITION, 


Speed Faws-/ 






Publishers’ Price 


SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER, ONLY $2.00 (ounces 


An Ideal Christmas Gift for yourself or a friend 








Send cash or money order (no stamps) 


and name and address to 


RACING RECORDS 


54 MONUMENT CIRCLE + INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 





SATA 





this fine group 


average age 


26.1 


UOMIUUOOOUASAOOUUNUOOOUUUAAGREAUULAAOUUUAL 


For details regarding this 
combination, write to the: 
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The 


“fPelewsen Automotive Group ‘a 


comprised of Motor Trend, Hot Rod and Motor Life now 
offers advertisers a combined total circulation of 


« 1,0337716 » 


avid, enthusiastic car minded readers. Now, for the 
first time, this advertising package enables you, as an 
advertiser, to deliver your all important message to 
with a minimum of effort and cost. 


MOTOR TREND MOTOR LIFE HOT ROD 
circ, ABC circ. (sworn) circ. ABC 
484,381 189,281 360,054 


average age 


average age 


24.2 


25.1 


AUUNTUUOAAUUOUUUEUOAALAUUAAEOUAAEEUAALEUL 





PETERSEN AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., L.A. 28, Calif. 


CCC 
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"56 Packard and Clipper 


Altho I didn’t get a chance to drive 
a Packard equipped with one of these 
new differentials, I have had experience 
with Don MacDonald’s car, which has a 
similar setup. A unit like this is admit- 
tedly non-essential (except, perhaps, 
for rural mail carriers), but at least once 
a year most of us get stuck in mud or 
snow, and that is where it pays off. In 
normal driving, it adds that little extra 
in satisfactory performance which 
makes it more than worth its additional 
cost (neighborhood of $100). 

Packard demonstrated this dram=tir- 
ally on their proving ground by sliv=ing 
a pan of ice under the right rear wheel 
of a Caribbean not equipped with the 
new differential. A man stood behind it 
holding onto a rope attached to the car. 
The driver got nowhere, despite the 
whine of the slipping right rear wheel. 
Then this Caribbean was replaced by 
another equipped with the new differ- 
ential. The pan of ice was put in place, 
the car was hooked chain-gang fashion 
to 5 other Packards (with engines off), 
and the driver easily towed the whole 
entourage off the cake of ice and down 
the road. 

Good transmission of power is coupled 
to plenty of it under the hood thruout the 
whole Packard and Clipper line for ’56. 
Deluxe and Super Clippers offer 240 
horsepower (at 4600 rpm) and 350 
pounds-feet torque (2800 rpm), while 
the Custom ups this to 275 and 380, re- 
spectively, at the same rpms. Packard tops 
the industry with 290 horsepower and, 
more important, 405 pounds-feet of 
torque available within the vital passing 
speed range. If you want a powerpack on 
top of this, you can have it; Caribbeans 
come equipped with a dual (4-barrel) 
carburetored V8 claiming 310 horsepower, 
a convenient 5 above Cadillac’s current 
peak. Much of this increase can be credited 
to a 10 to 1 compression, an all-time pub- 
licly available high. 

About the only change in body models 
is the addition to the Caribbean line of a 
2-door hardtop, complete with a Derham- 
like fabric-covered steel top. Neither Pack- 
ard nor Clipper offers a 4-door hardtop as 
yet, a fact which will probably adversely 
affect some sales but. can’t economically be 
remedied until 1957’s new tooling. 

Clippers offer you a choice of 3-speed, 
overdrive, or Ultramatic transmissions, 
whereas Packard uses the automatic «as 
standard equipment. Every power assist in 
the book can be had at extra cost, except 
on the Caribbeans where everything except 
air-conditioning is standard. It would seem 
as tho Packard and its newly divorced 
mate, Clipper, are out to solidify their sub- 
stantial 1955 inroads into Cadillac’s pre- 
viously private bailiwick. One can’t help 
but applaud such an endeavor. 


—Don MacDonald 
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continued from page 39 


Driving Around 


With the 190-SL, you have to be fa- 
miliar with the somewhat more difficult 
task of getting in and out of a sports car. 
There isn’t a lot of room between the 
doorsill and seat, or between the seat and 
wheel, so you have to wrap yourself in 
and watch your feet (the column doesn’t 
telescope). You also have to watch your 
head when the top’s up. What a no-con- 
cern job putting up the top is! To put 
it down, you loosen 3 clamps at the wind- 
shield, and from the driver’s seat push the 
top to its folded position; reverse the 
procedure and it’s up. 

The seats are extremely comfortable; 
well-padded, contoured to your body, 
almost wrapping you in place. They ad- 
just back and forth on their track quite 
easily, and can also be lifted forward to 
allow access to the rear area. This area 
takes fitted luggage, or with the removal 
of a floor covering and addition of a 
seat cushion can be made usable for an 
emergency passenger. 

The steering wheel is down fairly low, 
but not quite in your lap. The tach and 
speedometer are directly in front of the 
driver, with the other instruments grouped 
below them. The 190-SL has almost as 
many controls as a light plane. 

There’s good room around the foot 
controls—there’s no danger of stepping 
on your own foot or on the clutch instead 
of the brake. You can rest your left foot 








to the left of the clutch pedal, and your | 
right leg against the transmission housing. | 


Your shoulders won’t feel cramped, unless 
your name happens to be Les Bingaman. 
Headroom is just adequate with top up. 

There is some distortion in the sharply 
radiused corners of the windshield, but 
vision is otherwise great. The hood slopes 
forward quite radically and both front 
fenders are visible. There is no glare and 
no reflection at night from instruments. 
The lights themselves are soft. 

The electrically operated windshield 


wipers have an overlapping sweep, but | 
still don’t wrap into the upper corners | 


of the windshield. The heat controls are 
in the center of the panel, accessible to 
both driver and passenger and altho they 
are not lit, the map light throws an ade- 
quate glow if you get confused. Individ- 
ual vent controls are on both sides of the 
panel. You have to grope somewhat for 
the emergency brake (below the panel ) 
but it’s easy to pull on and to release. 

It’s my feeling that the Mercedes-Benz 
190-SL, at its delivered price of around 
$4000 (plus tax, license, and extras, of 
course) is a competitor in the personal 
or luxury car field. You can get such nice 
extras as a radio with an automatic an- 
tenna (for $250) and a removable hard- 
top that makes it even more weathertight. 
If you want something different that’s de- 
pendable to the utmost, the 190-SL could 
be just your potsson. 





For Smooth g-ai-aul cee 


Yoltlio Mm coltlamdels 
with a... 
Stewart-Warner 
ELECTRIC 


FUEL PUMP 


= aaa el 


~_— 





@ Eliminates Vapor Lock! 
@ Assures Quick Starts! 
® Saves Battery! memati Ch gee 


Pump operates independently of en- 
gine — works only when needed. 
Dual unit, for heavy-duty service, 
provides extra capacity, plus an 
extra pump in reserve for emergen- 
cies. Can be wired for individual 
operation. And the cost is low! 


Be sure of faster starts, more de- 
pendable performance, and positive 
fuel delivery with a Stewart-Warner 
Electric Fuel Pump! The instant 
you turn on the ignition—before the 
starter turns the engine over—your 
engine receives a steady flow of gas. 
STEWART-WARNER 

See it at your speed shop 

or write: 


Instrument Division, Dept. W-125, 1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Ill. 


Installation is simple 












b Star of stage, screen, television, radio 


TONY MARTIN SAYS: ‘‘PERSONALIZED 
CAR MATS MAKE A WONDERFUL 


CHRISTMAS PRESENT"’ 


YOUR INITIALS OR FRIEND'S 
INITIALS MOLDED IN 


NEW COLOR ALL RUBBER 
BIRTHDAYS, PRIZES, ALL OCCASIONS CONTOUR CAR MATS 


Mitchell Contour-Mat-O-Gram car mats 
are more resilient, thicker rubber for 
longer life. The extra weight and 
careful custom contouring make them 

lie flat and firm. Protect floor 
upholstery from all wear for the life 

of your car. Dress up your car interior 
with the finest quality rubber mats 

ever made. Immediate delivery. 





CHRISTMAS, 





CUSTOM CONTOURED ANY CAR 


YOUR CHOICE OF: 


RED, BLUE, GREEN, YELLOW, IVORY, BLACK 3G postpaid 






Initial diamonds are ivory 
with contrasting letter. 







DEALERS 
INQUIRE 





MITCHELL RUBBER PRODUCTS, INC. 
2120 SAN FERNANDO ROAD, LOS ANGELES 65, CALIF. 


sets Contour Initial Mats 
(check or M.O.) 
it per set C.O.D.) 





Please send postpaid 
color Encl 





with following initial 


Please send C.O.D. Enclosed, $ . ($3 dep 











name 


address, city, state 
if you are not eatisfed, return within 7 days and money will be cheerfully refunded 
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Special sealed-beam airplane landing 


Finctines brighter than headl 
ive times bDrighte: $s U 
Sarde Wokce ey 


a for mountain and lonely amar 4 
bo in metal glare deflector. 

Modern flat pyrex lens 

Aluminum mountina bracket and heavy wiring furnished. 
Senutifel chrome-plated finish 

be used singly or in pairs. Fit American or Foreign Cars. 
“eotedte only trom: 


CHARLES E. KING &CO. 


950 W. CHICAGO AVE. CHICAGO 22, ILL. 


G ASI: SEND YOU 
w THIS FREE! 
a Ze POSTMAN NOTHING! 










iit 


100 Watt 
Gerd 














s money f 

ing from %s MILLION USERS. Carburetor E 

feports SAVING OF 72¢ PER DAY. v— 

FLEET OWNERS, — aco icy 
nce 






hicle users. Out- 

ed Fits. ‘ALL CARS AND 
"YOURSELF ‘iN 2 mW iS with simple 

(Replaces present idle adjustment screw 
) AMAZINGLY EASY TO DO! 









twrst-of che-w rist 
in your carburetor 
e 
on NOTHING! Test this revolutiona 
iT OUR EX 










e 
new automotive 


discovery in your cai PENSE! Check mil i. 
‘Some users report no improvement—so Ti ORE YOU 
WY.) if amazed at increased mileage PAY ONLY $1.58 


| — = us not ning ‘én — h? Soecity make of a, 2 
Sten’ dates" cyl. cars use Rush, Free Trial 
ECONOMY AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES, Dept. G-12 
1036 S. La Brea, Los Angeles 19, Calif. 


A GIFT OF POWER 


For your car, this Christmas! 
Based on a sound engineer- 
ing principle, the amazing 
HYDRA - ACTIVATOR re- 
builds and keeps new car go- 
power. Greatly improves 
combustion, removes carbon, 
frees sticky valves. It’s guar- 
anteed! Free literature! 


If your dealer cannot 
supply you—write: 


Myvora- 
MerivaroRr 


The Harmond Co., Box 25216, Los Angeles 25, Calif 


nanico) AUTO SAFETYBELT 


Famous military and aircraft belt maker now 
offers “air line type safety belts for all cars. 
Money-back warantee. No finer belt regardless 
of price. All Detts are complete and meet rigid 
CAA req. Colors: grey, green, blue, maroon. 











HARMOND 





























Deluxe Belt nylon ‘webbing. Front seat single $9.95 
ppd. Complete rear seat $10: 95 ppd. 4, ,000 Ibs. test 





Std. Belt aylen webbin —same buckle as used by 

TWA. Front seat $8.95. Comp. rear seat $9.95. 3,000 

Ibs. test. Shoulder straps, nylon khaki color $9. 95 
MARECO CORP.—Sorry no C.0.D.’s 

5916 Sepulveda Bivd. Van Nuys, California 


RAMCOTE Flexible Finishes 
for Leather and Vinyl-Plastics 





_ Restore original color and texture to 
Festi car upholstery. Or change color! 
aaly y one Neo = bel yom. Wash- 
Write for FREE enter aon T141 W. 69th 
Chieege-21, tH. 
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On the road with 
DUNCAN HINES 


New cars come from the 
north but the sun 

comes from the south 
now. These spots 

can make Florida more 
>| fun for you 


HEN MOST AMERICANS east of the 

Mississippi want to escape the rigors of 
winter, they generally think of traveling to 
Florida. And since we're primarily concerned 
with motorists, let's approach the Sunshine 
State from the north, stopping off Ist at 
ORLANDO This is the heart of the orange 
country and may be reached via highways 
17, 22 and 92—thru countless orange groves. 
Besides oranges the Mead Botanical Gardens, 
near the city, are the big attraction. 
Places to Eat: Appropriately located on the 
Orange Blossom Trail is Gary’s Duck Inn. 
The specialty here is sea food, including 
delicious shrimp with appetizing Sauce Yum- 
Yum. They have that Southern favorite, too 
—hush puppies. Lunch from 60¢ to $1.25. 
Dinner from $1.50 to $3.25. Open noon to 
midnight; closed Christmas. 

Or you can dine overlooking Lake Eola 

in the beautifully decorated Markham’s 
Hibiscus Room in the Eola Plaza Apt. Hotel 
(431 E. Central Ave.). Lunch from 80¢ to 
$1.50, dinner from $1.50 to $3. Open for 
lunch weekdays from 11:30 A.M. to 2 P.M. 
Dinner hours weekdays are from 5:30 to 
8:30 P.M. Sunday dinner, noon to 2:30 P.M. 
Sunday buffet, 6 to 8 P.M. Closed Mondays 
June thru September 30. 
Place to Stay: I recommend the 90-room 
Hotel Alabama in Winter Park, which is 
just northeast of Orlando. It is located in a 
private park on Lake Maitland. Here you 
are in the capable and hospitable hands of 
Henry Shenck. Single with bath from $6 to 
$15, double with bath $10 to 20. American 
plan also available. 

Now let’s swroceed southwest to Winter 
Haven to see the lush Florida Cypress Gar- 
dens. Don’t linger too long or you may miss 
out on one of my favorite places: 





LAKE WALES Here is the Mountain Lake 
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DAYTONA BEACH 


ORLANDS 


VERO BEANE 


PALM BEACH 


AUDERDALE 
MIAMI 


FT: 


EVERGLAD® 
NATL. PAR 


Sanctuary with the famous 
Tower and its melodious carillon. 

Place to Eat and Stay: Make the Chalet 
Suzanne your headquarters during your 
sojourn here. It is a rambling structure set 
in the midst of orange and tangerine trees. 
The dining rooms and lobby are built di- 
rectly over the water and many of the bed- 
rooms have a lovely view of this little private 
Lake Suzanne. It is on highways 17 and 27 
just 4 miles north of Lake Wales and only 2 
miles from the Bok Singing Tower. 

Breakfast is from 75¢, lunch is $2 up, 
and dinner is $2.85 up. It is open from 
7 A.M. to 9 P.M. every day. Try the orange 
souffle and steak with mint ice. 

This is also an all-year resort with its own 
beach on the lake, with facilities for children 
and pets. American plan rates available. 

Space does not permit me to tell you as 
much as I would like about this unique 
place. The architecture is a potpourri with 
objects of art gathered from all over the 
world by your hostess, Mrs. Bertha Hinshaw. 
The tables in the dining room are of tile 
from Mexico, Spain, Egypt, and Italy. The 
patios, hung with Spanish moss and bright 
with bougainvillea, suggest Spain or the 
tropic isles of the Caribbean. The furniture 
is English, the crystal Egyptian. The wait- 
resses are charming in Swiss costumes. You 
may ride about the grounds in a genuine 
Chinese pedicab, pedaled by an authenti- 
cally costumed “coolie.” 

As an overnight guest you may be lucky 
enough to be assigned one of the rooms with 
a mosaic tub in the bathroom. In the morning 


Bok Singing ' 
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(Next : 


a pretty “Swiss” maid will rap on your door } e Gu 








ind present you with an eye-opener of | 
offee and orange juice. 

Reluctantly you bid farewell and continue 
your travels to Vero Beach on the Atlantic 
Ocean, where you will want to stop at McKee 
ungle Gardens. 
lace to Eat: Good prime ribs of beef, 
tied chicken, pompano and red snapper are 
e features of the menu at the Rose Garden 
ining Room on the north edge of town 
(3030 Commerce Ave.). 

Lunch from $1 to $2.50, dinner from 
1.60 to $3.50. Open November to June 
rom 11:30 A.M. to 9 P.M., and closed 
ednesdays in November and December. 
ALM BEACH Proceed down the east coast 

see the Rainbow Tropical Gardens, 12 
iles from Palm Beach. On Highway 1, this 
one of Florida’s most famous play centers. 
lace to Eat: Under the same ownership 
in Bar Harbor, Maine—Testa’s Restau- 
nt (221 Royal Poinciana Way). Special- 



























\CH here are corned beef and cabbage, boned 
hicken and spaghetti, red snapper, pompano, 
reen salad bowls, and fresh strawberry pie. 

ALE Breakfast from 75¢ to $1.25, lunch from 

MI 1.50 to $3, dinner from $1.50 to 3.75. Open 


rom 8 A.M. to midnight from December 15 
April 15. 

laces to Stay: In Palm Beach, the Surfside 
tel. Winter rates: single with bath $12 to 
20, double with bath $16 to $24. Summer 
tes range from $5 to $9 single with bath 
d $8 to $12 double with bath. 

In West Palm Beach there are some very 
fine motor courts: 

Broadway Motor Court (3508 Broad- 
way) has 6 very nice ultra-modern units. 
Single with bath from $4 to $8, double with 
bath from $5 to $15 (also with connecting 
bath, and kitchenette units from $7 to $15). 
Sun Dial Motor Court (Broadway at 31st 
trees, pt» on U.S. 1) has 12 units with wall-en- 
tt di- Flosed parking space. Single with bath from 
_ 83 to $8, double with bath $4 to $10, de- 
pending on the season. 

Mt. Vernon Motor Lodge (2600 block 
bn U.S. 1 or Belvedere Rd.) is air condi- 
tioned; every room has tiled bath, heat, tele- 
phone and TV. It is near shopping center 
bnd beac’. Single with bath $5 to $8, double 
with bath $5 to $12, depending on the season. 
If time permits, you have the whole vista 
bf Miami, Miami Beach and the Florida Keys 
to explore further south, with a host of fine 
rating, lodging and vacation places for every 
taste and every budget. 

On the way down, a new and excellent 
blace to stop and eat is in Fort Lauderdale. 
located at Sunrise Blvd. and Intercoastal 
Highway is Creighton’s Restaurant. This 
is one of 5 places owned by Charles Creigh- 
ton that serve, according to the menu, “the 
world’s best” apple pie. Other fine Creigh- 
on restaurants are Johnston’s Coffee Shop 
in Daytona Beach, the Wedgewood Inn, St. 
Petersburg, and Mammy’s Shanty and the 
Pickaninny Coffee Shop in Atlanta, Ga. 
This southernmost of the chain serves 
unch from 90¢ to 1.25 and dinner from 
$1.15 to $4.50. It is open daily from 11:30 
A.M. to 9 P.M. 

Have’ fun, and watch the sun. 
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LOOK DO IT YOURSELF & SAVE LOOK 


GENUINE CONTINENTAL KITS 
A Kit you will be proud to own 


BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER. 


At last here is a Kit designed with you in mind. Rugged, 
rattle free, folds back for easy access to trunk, easy to in- 
stall (or build). Gives your car that real Continental look. 
A Kit every car owner can afford because you can—Buy a 
complete set of easy-to-follow, full-size drawings and 
build it yourself, or—Buy the Kit complete with all metal 
parts cut to size, tire cover furnished. You just bend, drill, 
and bolt together, (no welding). The only tools needed are 
hammer, drill, wrench and vise, or—Buy the completed 
Kit, ready to install on your car, including tire cover. 
(All parts prime coated.) 






Chrome tire covers $10.00 extra ( ) 
Cash or money order in full for 
Prints, 25% deposit on Build-it- 
yourself Kit or the Ready-to-install 
Kit, balance C.O.D., F.O.B., 3% 
sales tax in Calif. 


Full size Build-it- Complete ready- 
drawings yourself Kit to-install Kit 
I GID assis cnn snnccnncnsasscocensssenses 
LL, eee sania otk 
53-56 Plymouvth................. 
53-56 Dodge................. 


52-56 Mercury......... 
54-56 Buick............... 
54-56 Oldsmobile... 


Gentlemen: Please ship me 
Prints ( ). Build-it-yourself Kit ( 


LeKaye Engineering Co. 


“DRAFT - EZE’’® 


All Season Air Control. Tailored for you, tailored for 
your car. Simply installed in minutes on your vent 
windows. No tools necessary. Optically clear for per- 
fect visability—perfect driving comfort. Saves the 
ladies’ hairdo’s. Reduces draft and roar of the wind 
while driving with windows open. Prevents cigarette 
ashes from blowing around. Keeps rain out. Riding 
in the rear seat becomes enjoyable. A simple adjust- 
ment of the vent window allows you to increase or 
reduce air for driving comfort. Theft proof. Unbreak- 
able plastic. Available in optically Clear, or tinted 
colors of Blue, Green, Amber and Coral. Price $2.99 
a pair. Available at all accessory stores. Distributor 
and dealer inquiries invited. 


CHEMICAL PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


L. K. R. 917 East Jefferson Ave., Detroit 7, Mich. 


Victress Sports Car is Yours 
for Less than $1500. ...! 


Has price constituted a major block? . . . then it’s 
time to air some facts! Visval’ze a production sports car of 
comparable performance to the sleek VICTRESS S-1A with a 
Detroit V-8 engine, chassis and running gear. Take the 
list price of a VICTRESS Body of your choice, plus 

a couple-hundred $$ for a good used car and y 
tabulate. That’s right, a savings of hundreds of - 
dollars. Plus the fact you are beating compe- 
tition, not just meeting competition in styling 
and savings. Illustrated car built from °39 
Ford components. 


SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER! 
On a limited basis we are offering for only $1.00 a Fiberglas 
Body Construction Catalog (step-by-step process on how to 
design, mock-up, and lay-up laminated Fiberglas bodies) 

Frame Modification Brochure (illustrating frame 
modification with complete instructions) ... and at no extra 
charge is included the latest VICTRESS Sports Car Catalog. VICTRESS MFG. CO. 
Send ONE DOLLAR for all three. 11823-T Sherman Way, North Hollywood, Calif. 


a Ul UN 
“f ‘N 





). Ready-to-install Kit (_ ). Make of car 








5880 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD 
HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIFORNIA 




































This car built for less than $1500 us- 
ing the S-1A 99” wheelbase Sports 
Car body priced at $595 plus tax. 













if so, 





Other Body 
Styles Available... . 
$-4 stock Ford (3 or 
5 pass.) chassis, $695 
S-5 MG-TD or TC chassis, $575 
Dragster (accommodates 
all engines), $250 
All prices subject to Fed. Excise tax 

















ROD-TEST on the new LIN- 
COLN — NEW Nicson Triple- 
Throat Manifold for Chevys 
— “What it can do for your 
og car.” 


HOT ROD On Sale NOV. 17. 


COMPLETE 
ANALYSIS OF THE & 
NEW NASH 


—by Racer Brown 
and other important car-news 


in the DECEMBER 
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WINTER |’ 
Cao i’ 
"OL; DOEGX* 
Radiators should be checked and even pin- 
‘ hole leaks repaired. Bubbles in the radiator 
eS oe may indicate a gasket leak. Anti-freezée 
a ee 4 solutions will seep through holes that 
ud wa water won't. If your water pump is leak- 
i. a ; ing get it fixed. Hoses that have been in 
= RADIATOR ; service for more than a year may need 
Be WATER PUMP a replacing. Heaters can leak too; be sure 
& FANBELT 2 is yours is in good order when you need it. 
- ANTI-FREEZE ; 6-2 Use methanol or permanent anti-freeze, 
2 3 sens >. ae : but the National Bureau of Standards says 
Z : to renew it every winter. Even if it looks 
a 5 perfectly clean, the rust inhibitors wear 
“4 f : out and can’t be replaced. 
:j}$— 14 
i BATTERY There is no substitute for a well-charged 
GENERATOR battery, generator with good brushes and 
; aT... bearings, and properly set voltage regula- 
3 SPARKPLUGS tor. Have good wiring thruout the entire 
POINTS electrical system; during sleet or snow 
DISTRIBUTOR storms defective wiring is apt to be not 
: aaa only frustrating, but downright dangerous. 
TF HEADLIGHTS It isn’t a bad idea to incorporate an engine 
ee TAIL AND STOPLIGHTS tune-up in your winter conversion. 
2 4 
= ; *Warm-weather oils take too long to “loosen up” 
Ri cold-weather operation. Winter-grade oils are thinnef 
penne reach vital points quicker and make for easier startinge- 
STANDARD TRANSMISSION : This means less wear and tear on both engine and bat , 
REAR AXLE eg e tery. It is not necessary to change the fluid in automatic: 4 
. transmissions. Standard and overdrive transmissions arid 
% rear axle must have winter-grade lubricants for the sarnes® 
a «i reasons that apply to the engine. 
st —— =. : e P - 
4 2 Brakes are as important during winter as any other sea*™ 
. Pe 4 son so now is a good time to make sure they will stop< 
g TIRES Ee . Where there is lots of snow, snow treads for the tires ares 
=e BRAKES ‘4 desirable; otherwise good tires and a set of chains are” - 
: if enough for most winter driving. Don’t use chain’on 
b: fe dry pavement for any length of time. It wears out chains 3 
ted et in a hurry and is rough on tires. Le 
i 8 2a The exterior finish needs more protec: 
Ss s tion now, so keep the car clean and waxed: 
Ee ‘ ; If the chrome trim is clear-enameled make 
~ EXTERIOR PAINT - sures the enamel is intact. Salt .used. for 
Ree CHROME ig - + melting ice will :soon ruins the finish on 
ae is "~~ chromed parts unless they get particular. - 
eT ET ; — | . attention. Keep the under-carriage well er 
; washed so salt won't rust body panels and as 
‘ : ether metal. A good undercoating job pays ~ ne 
a omy for itself here. 
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By the 


MT RESEARCH STAFF 


Q. Do power brakes wear out brake lining 
faster than conventional hydraulics? J. C. 
Halliday, San Francisco. 

1A. It depends on the individual. Assuming 
car weight and all other conditions the same, 
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mgin the ‘53 models. 


lining wear should be about the same. Power 
brakes are simply easier to operate. 

Q. Can you furnish all the information nec- 
essary to install a ’53 or later Buick V8 in 
my 49 Buick Super? E. J. Koontz, Gar- 
dena, Calif. 


FHA. It is impossible for us to give complete 


data of this nature on every combination of 
changes. We suggest you contact shops who 
specialize in this field (many have ads 
in MT). 

Q. My ’54 Hudson Hornet has a factory- 
installed high-lift cam. The timing chain 
becomes noisy after 5000 miles. The Hud- 
son factory advises me to get the cam used 
Is it possible to get a 
better grade of chain or make some other 
change and keep the cam?Name_ withheld. 
A. Our advice is to follow factory recom- 
mendation. It’s based on experience. 

Q. How much should I mill the head of my 
‘51 Packard 300 to .get more horsepower? 


MSteve Kaleta, Cleveland, Ohio. 
MA. Mill .060 inch and you will have about 


7.8 to 1 compression ratio. 

0. Does a 2-cylinder, 4-cycle engine with 
cankpins opposite each other (180 degrees) 
have a power stroke every 360 degrees? Pvt. 


R. Schemann, U.S. Army. 


. No, the firing interval is 180 and 540 


madegrees, etc. 


. My °54 Plymouth 6 seems underpowered. 
How much will a 2-carburetor setup help? 


“ql How much will it cost? Richard Spell, Dur- 


bam, N.C. 

. You will probably gain about 6 horse- 
dower. Check with equipment dealers for 
prices and further details. 

. What is the maximum safe amount I 
tan mill from the head of a 49 Buick Super 


‘ (Dynaflow)? W. F. Mattern, Reno, Nev. 


. Mill .080 inch; this will give about 7.6 
o 1 compression ratio. 

I would like to improve the performance 
f my °53 Fordomatic 6 without sacrificing 
other desirable characteristics. 

. You can mill the head .120 inch and 
install a dual carburetor manifold. 

. Are kits available for installing some 
ther stock engine in a 1952 Studebaker 
and Cruiser? J. B. Owen, Ames, lowa. 

. Yes. We can’t recommend any particular 
in this column, but several of them 


have ads in MT regularly. 


, I am thinking of buying a °48 Lincoln 
ontinental. Did it have a 12-cylinder en- 
ine? If so, can a 48 ee be installed? 
Joseph Daniels, East Meadow, . 

Yes, the ’48 Lincoln een had a 


q 12- cylinder engine, tho it may have been 
Meplaced. A °48 Mercury can be installed 


ith a small amount of modification. 

. My car starts and idles perfectly in sum- 
ner months. In colder months tho, the en- 
gine starts O.K. but it idles very roughly 
d stalls unless it is put into gear and 
driven off. H. Nelson, Flushing, N.Y. 

. Sounds as if the idle adjustment is set 
rich for cold-weather operation. Cars 
equipped with automatic chokes that are im- 
properly adjusted will also give this sort of 
pling trouble. 








PLEASE NOTE: We've been swamped! 

Over the years, MT Technical Serv- 
ice has built up such a popularity that 
our staff has never been able to get out 
from under. We like to answer each of 
your letters personally, but the mail 
has been so voluminous that it is no 
longer possible. If we spend all of our 
time answering these letters, then our 
technical staff cannot provide you with 
the accurate magazine we like to. 

We are therefore forced to initiate a 
program of answering as many of them 
as possible in these columns only. By 
maintaining a rounded variety, we hope 
that even tho you may not find your 
own question published you may find 
one exactly like it, deriving your an- 
swer from that. 

To those of you who have already 
sent in questions with self-addressed, 
stamped envelopes, please be patient; 
you will receive a personal reply as 
soon as possible.—Editor 











Q. Will you please explain what is meant 
by an “export suspension”? R. R. Robinson, 
Amityville, N.Y. 

A. Export equipment is generally intended 
for overseas sale, but many dealers’ catalogs 
list such items as heavy-duty springs, etc., 
calling them export equipment (they are 
usually interchangeable with a similar “do- 
mestic” part). 

Q. What oil temperatures are reached in 
desert or extreme hot-weather driving? R. 
Johnson, Bakersfield, Calif. 

A. Temperatures of 300°F have been re- 
corded, although it is considered risky to 
operate an engine with an oil temperature 
over 275°F. 

Q. Have aluminum rod and main bearings 
ever been used in this country? R. Mason, 
Camden, N.]J. 

A. Yes, they are being used in truck and 
other heavy-duty engines. 

Q. If I have a way to filter dirt from the air, 
is there any objection to modifying the 
crankcase breathing to pass much more cool- 
ing air than is now possible? Dick Selmer, 
Seattle, Wash. 

A. The more air the better (without dirt, 
that is). Increased ventilation helps rid the 
crankcase of water vapor and blow-by, which 
means less oil dilution. 

Q. I plan to install a supercharger on my 
"52 Mercury. What engine modifications 
should I make? Don Halstead, Denver, Colo. 
A. If you are buying a kit, follow the manu- 
facturer’s instructions; if you are building 
your own it would be wise to consider such 
things as valve timing and compression ratio 
with regard to your expected boost pressure. 
Consultations with cam grinders and others 
who are familiar with these problems is a 
good idea. 

Q. Is it necessary to replace hydraulic valve 
lifters if they are only slightly pitted? I 
have a '52 Olds 88. 

A. If lifters are pitted at all they should be 
replaced, otherwise the cam lobes will wear 
down quickly. 

Q. I recently installed new piston rings in 
my °53 Plymouth. The cylinders weren’t out 
of round enough to warrant a rebore (I 
thought), but after 5000 miles it is as sick 
as ever and drinks many quarts of oil. What 
did I do wrong? Harold Peters, Daven- 
port, lowa. 

A. One thing necessary for re-ringing is to 
scratch-hone the cylinder bore. This removes 
the glaze and lets the rings seat to form a 
proper oil and gas seal. 











FOREIGN CAR PARTS 


—— 
lirecu 
TIRES 


World's most reliable tire for sport, 
touring, racing. Drive faster, 
safer ... they grip the road! 
Ask your dealer or write to: 


COLUMBIA MOTOR CO. 


New York 19, N. Y., Circle 6-4844 




















245 W. 56 St., 





RESTORE LEATHERS AND PLASTICS 


i ““NUAGANE” Leather Lacquer 

**PeVeC” Plastic Lacquer 

Made in England and used all over the world 
for over 40 years. 


Fadeless — Flexible — Waterproof — 


2 4 Durable 


COLORS TO CHOOSE FROM 
Write for information and free color chart 


GRAYS HARBOR MOTORS 


First & G Streets, Aberdeen, Washington 
IMPORTER U.S. 
Except Ore., Calif... Nev 
aE — awe ews es as 


L 








TONNEAU COVERS 
THUNDERBIRD — CORVETTE — JAG — MG 
AND MOST POPULAR SPORTS CARS 

@ CUSTOM STYLING 
@ HIGHEST QUALITY MATERIAL 
ROBBINS AUTO TOP COMPANY 
1453 Lincoln Blvd. Santa Monica, Calif. 
Phone EXbrook 5-9174 























better 
BOAST new rugged angers ad 
economy, flashing get-away. 
parts list, pics. hop-up info, tune-up tips all for 
50c with Double-Your-Money Certificate worth $1 
on buys. Tell whether for V8 or Champion. Write 
’ FRANK MORGAN CO. Dept. 81-12 
’ MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA 








NOW AVAILABLE 


VENTURE Plastic Sports Car Kit. Modern styl- 
ing—simple construction. Engineered to fit Ford 
Chassis—’41-’48. Price $650.00 including federal 
tax. Write today to: 


REPLAC CORP, 21829 St. Clie 


Cleveland 17, Ohio 


























1664 WANT TO K 


This Big Practical Book gives 7 1 
mation with working diagrams 
the principles, construction. 
tion, service and oo teng of modern 
cars, trucks and buses. 
Diesel Sagtnce, H Soomatie 
& Fluid Drives F. y 
A complete Guide of 1664 pages, 
with over 1500 illustrations show- 
inside views of working Darts, 
with instructions for service jobs. 


IT PAYS TO KNOW 
$ Ae COMPLETE « PAY $1 AMO. 









cy FILL IN IN AnD 
Matteo COUPON’ TODAY. 








AUDEL, Publishers, 49 West 23rd St., New York 10, N.Y. 
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B Address 


Try IT FREE! 





Gale Hall’s Sensational Zee 
MILE-O-METER Cacdzou 


Yes — the new Mile-O-Meter is so outstanding that 
we want you to try it ot our risk! See for yourself how 
the amazing “rotating dial” is scientifically calibrated 
to show actual miles-per-gallon for any make of cor 


while you drive... see how you can save up to 1 


gallon out of every 4... 


drill! Get yours today! 


$14.95 (31” dia.) 
Both models illuminated for night driving. 


“AUTO REPAIR KINKS” .. . 224 
eee pages and 100's of illustrations 
it on money-saving tips on tune- 
evease up and trouble-shooting! A sen- 
eve sational $2.00 valve! 


/ Send me... Mile-O-Meter 
ed: “Customs”. | want the ( ) $14.95 
( ) $9.95 model, and prefer the 
following purchase method: 
ia I'd like to save money and get my free 
224-Page Book, too! Here is my check or money 
order for $, » In return, you will pay all postage 
and handling, and I'll get the $2 value “AUTO 
REPAIR KINKS” free! | understand that | can get an 
immediate refund by returning my purchase within 
7 days. 
‘a Send C.O.D. Same $2 value FREE “AUTO 
REPAIR KINKS” and money-back guarantee! 
CT] Send on 7-day “free trial” basis. No money 
enclosed. (Add 50c for postage, insurance and 
handling.) 


Name 








& City State 
GALE HALL ENGINEERING, INC. 





@ Dept. M12-5, NORTH HAMPTON, N. H. 
BES SRSSE RBBB Eee See eS 





how the new Mile-O-Meter 
keeps a constant check on engine condition, warns of 
impending engine troubles, and is a “must” for engine 
tune-up! Easy to install on any dash — no holes to 


$9.95 (2%2" dia.) 
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Now... GET LONGER LIFE 


FOR YOUR BATTERY 





Amazing “NEW LIFE” Sottery sehecenstor ex: 
tends useful life of new or 

many months. Use lights, he 4 rad as 
much as you like. Get sure starts even in 
zero weather 
NO RECHARGING NECESSARY! “New L 


keeps battery charged automatically. Get Faster Starting — Greater 
Pe use! One treatment lasts entire life of battery! 
ioney Back Guarantee. Use | box for 6 volt, 2 boxes for 12 volt 


rower Easy to 
oatotes Rush only $1.00 per box 


JSM PRODUCTS CO. 


1118 CASTLETON R8D., DEPT. 36 
CLEVELAND 21, OHIO 
























TOJEIRO-BRISTOL (Loy 500) — The 
most successful 2 litre sports racing car built. 
Modified and rebuilt prior to 1955 season at 
a cost of over £1,000. Latest type BS4 Bristol 
engine. Competed successfully at each of the 
events entered this year, viz, First-Davidstow 
2 litre race, Second-2 litre class International 
Leinster, Fourth-2 litre class Nine Hour Good- 
wood. 

pa og ae Trailer, Spare back axle 
£1425 5 spare wheels, etc. Photo 

gvailoble. 
Rolls, Hermitage House, Hermitage, 

Nr. Newbury, Berks, England 
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sétt'N swap 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address), frst come, first served; 
we reserve the right to edit ‘where necessary; we are 
not resbonsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This service 
45 mot open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment 15 not made in advance and 
such communications wall not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell 'N’ Swap 
insertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is four dollars per insertion. 
If your car 4s cenad and you have a photo of st 
suitable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to print it there’s no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll have to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 


‘40 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. New Thun- 
derbird red enamel. R & h, ww’s, Columbia o.d., 
leather interior, new white custom top. Ist reas. offer 
or trade. Will deliver. Ken Hill, Averill Park, N.Y. 
'34 PACKARD Super 8 sed. Exc. cond. inside & 
out. Model 1103. 43,000 mi. A real beauty, smooth 
my $2 07y Ben Noon, 53 Westlake Ave., Ocean- 
side, L. 

‘22 REO 6-cyl 7-pass. touring car. Tires fair, body 
exc., top mew. Red & black. 32,500 actual mi. 
$1000 or best offer. James E. Walters, 904 Binns 
Blvd., Columbus 4, Ohio. 

'34 DESOTO AIRFLOW in restorable cond. Com- 
plete car, parts, or trade. Do not wish to pay differ- 
ence. Consider “a, Send for pictures & details. 
Wilmer King, 1940 Dunklin St., Cape Girardeau, 


Mo 

‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., V-12 en- 
gine, ww's, new rings, new springs, orig. leather 
interior very good. Body in good shape; top fair. 
$1000. W. M. Griffin, Box 6, Churchland, Ports- 
mouth, Va. EXport 9-9977. 

‘35 CHRYSLER Airflow Imperial 7-pass. Former 
hospital limousine. Exc. thruout, no rust. 78,000 mi. 
Rear exterior spare. $350. Carl Larson, 1211 W. 
State, Milwaukee, Wis. 

‘38 CADILLAC V8 Model 75 5-pass. sed. Low 
chauffeur-driven mileage. Immaculate cond. thruout. 
Pix on request. $1500 or best offer. E. L. Pratt, 433 
N. Greenleaf Ave., Whittier, Calif. 

‘37 SS-JAGUAR 2.5-liter 4-pass. conv. cpe. with 
custom body built by Tuscher of Zurich, Switzer- 
land. Right-hand drive. $1200. Thomas E. Shoemak- 
er, M.D., 211 E. Gravers Lane, Philadelphia 18. 
AUTORAMA souvenir program. Popular demand re- 
print, collectors’ item. Over 100 pix and stories, cars 
featured at great enthusiasts’ production. $1 cash or 
money order. Fw Kizis, 215 Broad St., Milford, 
Conn. Dept. 

CLASSIC CAR Sales Catalogs: Packard, Chrysler, 
Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, orphan and foreign 
cars; minimum $5 each. Also MoToR (N.Y.) An- 
nual numbers; details for large, stamped, addressed 
envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore, Los An- 


geles. 

DUESENBERG: Dismantling Model J for parts. 
What do you need? Copies revised parts list, $12.50; 
supercharger parts list, $7.50; specifications book, 
Pa. A. R. Thurn, 1865 Cloverleaf St., Bethlehem, 
34 MG MAGNETTE. 6-cyl. ohc engine. Truly fine 
classic, recently restored. Highest offer. Frank Nor- 


4 





wood, 5175 Densmore Ave., Encino, Calif. Phone 
STate 4-1900. 

‘33 AUBURN V-12 phaeton. Absolutely perf., res- 
toration cost $5000. Pictured page 123, True Auto 
Yearbook #4. $2000 or trade for supercharged Au- 
burn 851 phaeton. H. Denhard, R.D. 2, Greene 
County, Greenville, N.Y 

CORD 812 phaeton. San Diego gold, new ww’s, 
roof, chrome, completely restored. 36,000 mi. Sell or 
trade for Jaguar XK-120 or ‘54 Studebaker plus 
cash. Frank Tenore, 211%4 N. Reid St., Elizabeth, 


N.J. 

‘38 GERMAN MAYBACH 7-pass. lim. 8-speed 
trans. Good condition; can be driven anywhere. 
$1500. Capt . i Edmonds, 5404 Spruce Ave., 
Sacramento 21 

42 LINCOLN’ CONTINENTAL conv. converted to 
"48. New Cad engine in Dec. '52. Mint cond., mold- 
ed Hall top, new paint, tires, etc. t offer. In- 
qs ee D. A. Brittain, 1310 92nd Ave., 

n 
‘41 CADILLAC conv. Unusual, luxurious, near-new. 








K, KA 
Henry J. Cadillac, N; 
Healey (incl. engine), Overland. James Yule, 68 
Dunbar Rd., Baltimore 22, Md. 

°37 CORD 812 supercharged custom sed. Exc. con 


$2100 invested.. $745. Also parts for 
colns (inci. KA engine). 


new brakes, tires, trans. Body a ggey orig. interiog 
$1900 or — — eo J. Beli, 1975 N. Beach 
wood Dr., wood 28, Calif , 
"41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL. Customized to 
conv. with 34 rear windows. Sell or trade. Neil 

, 1222 N. Mountain Ave., Claremont, Calif, 
"13 DE SHORT cycle car without engine. Any 
type motorcycle engine will work. 28 x 3 win 
wheels. Belt and friction driven. Rare. $250 f.o.b 
Independence. Paul W. Hatmon, 1101 Crescent Ave, 
Independence, Mo. 
"54 AUSTIN-HEALEY. Beautiful deep metallic ma 
roon. Perf. cond. $2000. Paul Draughn, Box 8], 
4361 Wheeler St., Houston, Tex. Phone CA 8-847], 
*55 CHEVROLET 2-dr. sed. All equipped for rac 
ing; used in AAA _ races. In good shape. $2300, 
Donald Kohley, R.R. 1, Harvard, Ill. Phone 7O9ORI, 
‘28 HUPMOBILE 4- ar. " sed. Very clean. $112 in re 
cent repairs, incl. brake relining. Less than 45,000 
mi. Best offer over $300. Robert Garner, Cheapside, 
Greenfield, Mass. 
‘40 LA SALLE conv. sed. Orig. paint, top perf., me 
chanically exc. Leather uph. cracked; tires good; 
r & h. 68,000 mi., drive anywhere. $200 or bes 
offer. B. Rennie, Athens Rd., Catskill, N.Y. 
*51 SIMCA 8 conv. Farina alum. body. Engine mod- 
ified by experts; Cisitalia trans. Orig. Dunlop ww’s, 
Never raced or wrecked. Thomas Glendening, 647 , 
S. Prospect, Hartville, Ohio. 
REO ROYALE §8 sport sed. Custom Murray coach 
work. Exc. cond. thruout. Complete history, details, 
& pix 10¢. W. Snyder, 4039 N. Kilbourn Ave. 
Chicago 41. 
38 MERCEDES-BENZ 540-K 4-pass. conv. Black, 
with side mounts, blower, wire wheels, centralized 








Perf. running 


lubrication. Exterior & interior exc. 
29th In- 


cond. $3150. Capt. Frank Belock, Co. L, 
fantry, Fort Benning, Ga. 
°37 ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom II Continental; 1 own- 
er, low mileage, mech. perf. Body in exc. cond. 
Modern styling, exc. tires & paint. $2795. V. A. 
Corradini, — Oaklawn Rd., Arcadia, Calif. Phone 
CU 5-6320 
‘28 ROLLS- ROYCE P-I close-coupled, owner-driver 
Immac.. paint, uph., canvas, new tires. $1500. 
P. H. Shavney Hi 1415 N. 52nd St., Philadelphia. 
Phone GR 7-79 a 
‘29 FORD pig ‘body with ‘32 frame. Hydraulic 
brakes; good cond. Best offer over $75. Charles H, 
Schwab, 620 W. 47th St., Chicago 9. 2 
'35 AUBURN Speedster. 95% restored. Factory-re- 
built engine, rechromed, re-uph., black lacquer. 
Needs sidecurtains & top recover. $2600 invested.) 
Best reas. offer. P. Carruthers, 2766 73rd Ave.. S.E., 
Mercer Island, Wash. 
‘51 BMW VERITAS conv. Speedster type body, 
knock-off wheels. Good running cond., needs paint. 
Best offer over $750. Roy Young, Rt. 2, Weaver- 
ville, N.C. 
°31 FORD tudor. Full canvas top model. Partly re- 
stored. Body exc., fenders fair. New engine, top & 
uph. Extra tires & parts. $150 or best offer. Bill 
Gaylord, Montgomery, III. 
‘11 MAXWELL 4-cyl. touring. Restored like new. 
Prize winner on ‘55 Glidden tour. Complete with 
custom tandem-axled, full-fendered trailer. $2500. 
Robert Hannaford, Hudson, Ohio. 
14 MODEL T. Exc. cond., all orig., ready for 
restoration, new tires. First $1000 takes. Pix on re- 
uest. Milton D. 1 Jr., Apt. 3, Anderson Apts., 
South Pittsburg, Ten 
‘40 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., "51 Ford 
engine. Good paint, top, uph., tires. Runs good; 
needs minor work. $675 or best offer. F. Hougham, 
1109 N. McLean St., Bloomington, III. 
'35 CADILLAC V-12 Fleetwood conv. sed. Rare 
mode! in exc. cond. Wire wheels, fender mounts. Re- 
built engine with dual ignition, exhaust & carbure- 
tion (down-draft). $850. Robert Dolan, 1946 Leav- 
enworth St., San Francisco 11, Calif. 
’54 MG-TF. Exc. cond., 12,000 mi. Black with 
green leather; wire wheels. Never raced or wrecked. 
$1400 or trade on late model Volkswagen. F. 
re! ad Kirby Rd., South Burlington, Vt. Phone 
2-58 
35 PIERCE- ARROW 8 sport sed. Orig., exc. run- 
ning cond. Power brakes, wire wheels, radio. Pur- 
chased from Pierce-Arrow ex-dealer. Cost $5000 
originally. $250. W. C. Armstrong, 26670 Latigo 
Shore Dr., Malibu, Calif. Phone GLenwood 7-2441. 
37 PACKARD 120 sports conv. Good cond. me- 
chanically & in appearance. 23,600 actual mi. Best 
offer. Info & pix on request. Chuck Barrett, 124 
Country Circle, Mason City; Iowa. 
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29 BENTLEY 4.5-liter Le Mans type rdstr. 118” 
wheelbase, type D gearbox. Very good cond. Asking 
$3000. Pix on request. Donald Flower, Montgomery 
Rd., Fayetteville, N. 
35 PACKARD big 8 2-dr. conv. Exc. cond., new 
top, tires, Orig. paint, good leather, radio. Exc. en- 
pine; drive away with no worries. W. F. Strebeigh, 
164 Santa Rosa, Sausalito, Calif. 
39 PACKARD 12 4-pass., 2-dr. conv. victoria. Cov- 
d sidemounts & orig. black-finished alum. body. 
1500. Julius Simms, 11713 Lake Ave., Lakewood, 


Ohio. 

148 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. Low mileage; 
ed only for meets & spec. occasions. Orig. beaut. 
nish & cond. $2500. Julius Simms, 11713 Lake 
‘Ave., Lakewood, Ohio. 

'30 ROVER 2-seater. 4-cyl., right-hand drive. Very 
rare; less than 60 of this boat-tail model were built. 


“Exc. cond. $350. John S. MacKiernan, 43 Bushnell 
' $., Dorchester, Mass. 


29 LINCOLN double-cow! phaeton. Completely re- 
New 6-ply tires, top, tire and 
leather. $2000. F. Hershey, 
Plymouth, Mich. Phone 


54 FRENCH COMETE Monte Carlo. 105-hp V8, 

speeds, 10 wheels ( wire/Zisc), 24,000 actual mi. 

ight/dark blue, mint cond. Best offer over $3695. 

Richard C. Walker, 2629 Paseo Rd., Colorado 

ings, Colo. 

7 LINCOLN RONTINENTAL hdep. V-12 fair, 
good, interior fair. New parts trans. o.d., exc. 
$775: K. — 11549 Harry Hines 
Dallas 29, 

14 PAIGE akon _— Recently purchased from 

uto Museum. Completely restored, new tires. Priced 

of quick sale. Raymond W. Edge, P.O. Box 51, 

fenice, Fla. 

09 INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER high wheeler. 

cyls., air-cooled; right-hand drive. Fully restored; 

tc. cond. New tires. Pix 10¢. $900. Bob Schwende- 

man, Burnside, Iowa. 

53 CROSLEY cast block engine. Complete, includes 

diator. Ideal for small car, boat, auxiliary power 

wpply, etc. $100 cash. C. Christianson, Rt. 1, Box 

58, Loma Linda, Calif. 

35 DELAGE conv. Right-Hand drive, Lincoln con- 

sion. Rare. Exc. cond., new tires. Extra wheels, 


New 
Court, 


trunk covers. 


lires, rear end, front axle. $1500. Bill Lewis, R.F.D. 
, Bedford, Ind. 
52 JAGUAR XK-120 fixed head cpe. Red, r & h, 
belts, many extras. Superb condition, engine recently 
hauled. JE 9 to 1 pistons. $1840. W. H. Freder- 
, 311 Poplar Dr., Falls Church, Va. 
ORD T parts. Wide range mechanical, body & ac- 
essories available. Write for large free listing. Also 
ord A mechanical parts listing available. E. Hem- 
nings, 1036 Hampshire St., Quincy, Ill. 
31 CADILLAC V8 rumbleseat conv. Rear spare. 
c. body, paint, engine. Needs uph. & little restor- 
ng to make beautiful classic. $400. E. F. Vilter, 
b432 N. Shepard Ave., Milwaukee 11, Wis. 
Bl CADILLAC V8 sed. All orig. & exc. thruout. 
s than 45,000 orig. mi.; exc. running cond. Side 
nounts. Best offer around $300. E. F. Vilter, 3432 
. Shepard Ave., Milwaukee 11, Wis. 
86 CADILLAC V-16 engine, trans., differential, 
., also most parts for chassis. Many parts almost 
. Will sell complete or any part. C. A. Schultz, 
BL N. Chestnut St., Lansing, Mich. Phone IV 


33. 
* CORD 812 supercharged cpe. Immaculate. Driv- 
in 350 mi. since factory-rebuile at cost of over 
3000. Pix and info $1. Dick Eckles, R #5, Key- 
pwn Camp, Marion, Ohio. 
0 BUICK Century 4-dr. conv. Orig., exc. running 
fond., stored 6 yrs. Royal Masters, r & h, leather 
terior, side mount. $275. Von's Mobil Service, 
35 E. pee. Long Beach, Calif. Phone Long 

h 909 
8 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdetp. Exc. orig. 
bnd.; 48,000 actual mi. Recent new factory V-12 
gine. Dark green. 2nd owner. Accept — 4 reas. of- 
i W. B. Armstrong, 1248 9th St. »_ Fargo, 


S ‘PACKARD 1002 Standard 8. Good running 


.; exc. for restoration. Wire wheels, side mounts. 
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e Adds the Style and Distinction 
Your Car Deserves 


e Light-weight, Easily Installed and 


Removed 


e Large Wrap-Around Rear Windows 


e Beautiful Fabric-Lined Interior 
write for free literature 


63 Beacon Place, Pasadena 8, Calif. 


SYcamore 5-6200 


e Stainless Gutters, Chrome Hardware 


e Highest Quality Custom Workmanship 


NII 


COUNTRY’S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF PLASTIC TOP 


Christmas Gift Idea! Genuine 


CONTINENTAL KITS 


at HALF of Car Dealer Prices! : 





COMPARE THESE PRICES! 


Your Choice of Solid-Drum or 
Open-Face Plate yomys —" 


CHEV, 33°55 BUICK 1958 

ply. i955 948.50 PONT. 5355 $56.50 

(minimum drilling): 
MERC. 1954 


FORD 52-54 
cHEV. 49-54 $41.85 LING. 1954, $69.50 


MERC. 52- 53° 
LINC. 52-53 $7950 
Chrome tire ring, $10 extra. Write for 
information on cars not listed. 
25% deposit required. FOB L.A. 
Postage COD. Calif. residents add 


Open-Face Kits 





3% sales tax. 


Beautiful, newly styled luxury kits—now at 
lowest prices ever, as low as $48.50 com- 
plete! Genuine California kits like these are 
selling for twice as much elsewhere! 


So important to you: NO HOLES TO 
DRILL IN TRUNK LID OR FRAME! Uses 
existing holes, braces to frame. Tire carrier 
is factory pre-assembled. 

THESE ARE NOT “FALSIE” KITS. All 
parts included: splash pan, bumper exten- 
sion brackets, all-metal tire cover, tire car- 
rier assembly — everything but the emblem. 
Prime coated. Unconditionally guaranteed! 


NEW CATALOG OF CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
—free with order or send just 25¢. 


3319 MT-12 So. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles, California 


JAGUAR 





POD 

















“ELASTIC CRYSTAL” 


The strange new plastic material, 


“elastic crystal’’ de- 
veloped by |. G. Farbenindustrie was first used last year 
by European race drivers for its remarkable vibration- 
deadening and non-slip qualities. It practically eliminates 


$ a 


arm fatigue, makes maneuvering and turning far safer 


and more certain whether in racing or in traffic. 
now much in vogue in European passenger cars. 


it is postpaid 


WEIRD COMBINATION OF QUALITIES AND PROPERTIES. . 


‘Elastic Crystal’’ brilliantly refiects light from all angles, 


like any 


solid crystalline substance, yet it stretches like rubber, It always feels 
pleasantly lukewarm to the touch, will not transmit extreme hot or cold 
wheel temperatures to hands. It is smooth when touched, non-slip when 
grasped. It is tasteless, odorless, grease-proof, washable in soap and 
water or cleaning fluid. An excellent gift for the car owner. 


CHOICK OF COLORS: RED, GREEN, CORAL, YELLOW, BLUE 
Send check, cash or money order, Calif. residents add 3% state tax. 


Dealers inquire, 


ATLANTIC PLASTICS CO. 


1165 E. Colorado St. 


Pasadena 1, Calif. 
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. . . Of the ten best customs 
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Brings you a full year’s fin- 
est automotive creations. A 
wealth of “how to” materi- 
al, hundreds of pictures, de- 
tailed description of custom 
work and cost analyses— 
plus the newest ideas in cus- 
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continued 


SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


Good tires; no missing parts. $350. R. Rall, 203 
Glencoe Dr., Dravosburg, Pa. 

31 ROLLS. ROYCE P-1 Ascot phaeton. New top, 
boot, curtains, tonneau cover, English green lacquer. 
Tires like new. Won 4 Ists in '54. $2650. Webster 
Woodmansee, 704 W. Wisconsin Ave., Milwaukee 3, 


Wis. 
‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdtp. 51 Lincoln 
engine, 27,000 mi., immaculate. Featured Nov. '53 
Rod & Custom. $2200. Will consider some trade. 
John Bucher, 5921 Balsam Pl., Arvada, Colo. 
'36 CORD classic phaeton. 3-time prize winner. 
Driven only 4000 mi. since immaculate restoration. 
Further info on request. Les Griebling Garage, 1662 
W. Cook Rd., Lexington, Ohio. 
'°38 CADILLAC 65 V8 sed. Exc. mech. cond., 
28,000 actual guar. mi. Orig. lustrous finish, body 
perf. inside & out, no rust. Good tires. $550. Cur- 
tis Thompson, 1438 W. Liberty, Hubbard, Ohio. 
'34 PACKARD Super 8 conv. 6 wire wheels, new 
rings, pins, valves. Rechromed, no dents or rust. 
$950 or will swap for sports car. R. H. Anderson, 
Box 1074, Columbus, Miss. 
‘37 CADILLAC V-12 sed. Runs good. Metallic ma- 
roon. Tires, body & interior good. $195. Scott Fer- 
gerson. 7035 S.W. Macadam, Portland, Ore. 
‘40 FRANKLIN Continental. Featured in Jan. '54 
— Life. Franklin V-12 engine, turbo-supercharg- 
Best offer over $2000 or trade. Do not contact 
a mechanically capable of maintaining car. Stuart 
A. Woodward, Cedar Beach, Belgium, Wis. 
"19 DODGE touring. Good cond. .. can be driven 
anywhere. 5 extra tires, tubes, extra parts incl. Ist 
$550 takes. C. Hatfield, Box 124, Clarinda, Iowa. 
‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdtp. Modified Lin- 
coln flathead V8. Chassis & engine completely re- 
built. New Seamist green paint. Sell or trade. R. A. 
~ neem 8150 Park Ave. S., Minneapolis 20, 


Min 

‘40 LINCOLN frame with V-12 engine, Nash grille, 
Columbia rear end, 34 cam. Homemade, exc. cond. 
Sell or trade. Best offer. Bobby R. Burton, 1794 
Grand Ave., Beaumont, Tex. 

‘30 MODEL A FORD rdstr. Mint condition. Jet 
black with red striping & red wheels, white orlon 
top, red naugahyde uph. Recently o’hauled engine & 


trans. Rumbleseat, sidecurtains & windwings. $700 
cash. Ronnie Ralph Sheffler, 1700 Kenilworth, St. 
Louis 17, Mo. 


38 HISPANO- SUIZA 4-dr. sed. 12-cyl., 660-cubic- 
inch engine. Rare collector's item. Low mileage, exc. 


cond., good tires, servo brakes. $4250. V. A. Corra- 
dini, 1231 Oaklawn Rd., Arcadia, Calif. Phone 
CU 5-6320. 


'39 HISPANO-SUIZA 2-place cpe. 6 cyl., last series 
made. Tremendous acceleration, easy to handle in 
traffic. Servo brakes. Concours material. $4500. V. A. 
Corradini, 1231 Oaklawn Rd., Arcadia, Calif. Phone 
CU 5-6320. 

FORD PARTS. Complete selection of factory orig. 
body & other parts for '35-'48 Fords. Also 20 Model 


T windshields & fenders. Milton D. Stone, Jr., Apt. 
3, Anderson Apts., South Pittsburg, Tenn. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. Complete 


orig. equipt. Quiet, exc. cond. Driven every day. 
Have receipts for $2000 spent to restore. Best offer 
over $1500. J. D. Carman, 369 E. Tuscarawas Ave., 
Barberton, Ohio 

‘18 STANLEY STEAMER touring. New leather 
uph., top. Dark green paint, yellow running gear. 
Runs well, good tires. $2000. Sanford Ballou, 1208 
N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, Calif. 

‘32 BENTLEY 8-liter Weymann 4-dr. sports saloon. 
Superb cond. Winner '54, 3rd consecutive yr., best 
maintained, Bentley Rally, London. $5600 f.o.b. 
Cardiff, Wales. Donovan O. McAtee, 7605 Foster, 


‘48 PACKARD Super 8 removable alum: hdtp. 
lory ignition. Engine good, body fair. Best offer ¢ 


Details & pix 10¢. William S. y Ss hy 4039 N. Kil 


bourn Ave., Chicago 41. 
48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdtp. Very g 
cond. inside & out. R & h 


$1500. W. F. McLaughlin, Eureka Springs, Ark. 
"10 BUICK Model 10 rouring car. Complete, or} 
exc. cond. Asking $2500. No reas. offer refused, 


replies answered. D. O’Connell, 16 Grove St., Frank 


lin, Mass. 


‘25 DETROIT ELECTRIC Model 97, Type 3, 
& photostat of manml, 
preservation. $1200 firm. Neil Me 


Modern batteries, charger, 
Runs daily; exc. 
Dade, P.O. Box 831, Chattanooga 1, Tenn. 


°37 BUICK Century conv. cpe. Exc. cond. 





fenderwells, 
David Di Giuseppe, 742 Westphal Ave., 
Ohio. Phone DO-4306. 

REAR ENGINE roadster as shown in Oct. 
Custom magazine. New hot car worth $4000. $1500 
or best offer. C. Barry, 15742 Marlowe, Detroit 27. 
'32 HUPMOBILE 8 cyl. 4-dr. Exc. orig. cond. New 


black & gray lacquer, wire wheels, side mount. 
44,000 actual miles. $750 or best offer. Charles A 
Bresette, 832 W. Davenport St., 
Phone 1834. 
‘20 JORDAN 7-pass. touring. Gr od cond., 
Continental replacement engine ~gwn, 
guides, clutch plates, etc. Sell as ™ 
. W. Norton, 2827 Woolsey St., 
Calif 


‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop. Lincoln 


V8 engine, o.d., duals; new tires, paint, interior. Exc. 
cond.; $1500 invested in last year. 
offer. A. S. Hendrick, 207 Hoosick St., Troy, N.Y. 
‘49 ALLARD rdstr. New top, new racing tires, Scin- 
tilla magneto, racing heads, 


or rans K. Rathbun, 319 Victory Ave., henec- 
tady, N.Y. Phone 6-6961 
31. “WILLYS-KNIGHT 4-dr. sed. Body in good 


cond., 
H. Olson, Box, 34, Burnett, 


WANTED 


SHOP SERVICE MANUAL for 
any reasonable price. Appreciate any leads. 
Hinman, Den Road, Stamford, Conn. 


Minn. 


'37-'41 PACKARD conv. rdstr. in good cond. Ri 


110 or 120. Must be in Midwest area. B. 
207 E. Fowler St., W. Lafayette, Ind. 


'°34 DESOTO AIRFLOW 2-dr. Will pay good price 
radius of Detroit. Le 


for clean, orig. car. 500-mi. 
Keeling, 9453 E. Monroe Rd., Britton, Mich. 


"48 TUCKER sed. in any cond. Send pix, price, et. 
Wayne, 


William C. Parker, 1807 Monroe St., Ft. 
Ind. 

'°30 OR ‘31 MODEL A FORD rdstr. in runni 
cond. Please state price and cond. Pix reques 
Within 400 mi. of Pittsburgh. D. 
Forest Rd., Bridgeville, Pa. 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION 
6-cylinder, 5-inch re x 5-inch 
horizontal alum. engine & fluid trans. 
this engine. C. C. Alexander, 


stroke, 0; 





0.d., ww’'s, dual spor! 
Everything works well. Black, with red leather uph, 






thruour, 
engine just o’hauled. Rumbleseat, trunk, 6 wheels, 





beautiful uph. Best offer over $350. 
i Columbus, 


Rod & 


Rhinelander, Wis. 
licensed. 
new rings, 


at cost—$750. 
Berkeiey 5, 


$1250 or bes 


1 of 4 in country. Sell 


chrome sidemounts. Not running. $200. Paul 


°39 Cadillac. Pay 
John L. 


C. Spencer, 736 
regarding Tucker 


intended for 
4740 N. Clark St, 





Overland Park, Kan Chicago 40. 

STATEMENT bem ny BY THE ACT OF AUGUST 24, Robert E. Petersen, 5959 Hollywood Bivd:, Los 
1912, AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, Angeles 28, Calif. 
1933, = TULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States 3. The known bondholders, mortgag and other 


Code Sect ion 233) SHOWING THE OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION OF MOTOR 
TREND MAGAZIN E, published monthly at Los 
Angeles, California for September 1955. 

1. The names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, managing editor, and business managers 
are: 

Publisher: Robert E. Petersen, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, California. 

Editor: Walter A. ee 5959 Hollywood Bivd., 


Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Pete Molson, 5959 Hollywood 


Managing editor: 
Bivd., _Los Angeles 28, ~ if. 
T. , 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Coit 
2. The owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its 
name and address must be st and also immedi- 
ately thereunder the names and addresses of stock- 
holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of 
total amount of stock. If not owned by a corpora- 
tion, the names and addresses of the individual 
owners must be given. If owned by a partnership 
or other unincorpor m, its name and address, 
od well AY that of each individual member, must 
iven 
TREND, Inc., 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 
28, Calif. 








security holders ownin 


securities are: (If there are none, so state.) 
None. 


4. Paragraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where 
the stockholder or security holder appears upon the 
books of the company as trustee or in any other 


fiduciary relation, the name of the person od a 
poration for whom such trustee is actin 
statements in the two paragraphs show 


and conditions under which stockholders and secu- 


rity holders who do not _- upon the —_ kf 


the company as trustees, old stock and 
in a capacity other than that of a bona Seo Saud 


5. The average number of copies of each + 
during the 
above 


of this publication sold or distributed, 
mails or otherwise, to paid subscribers 
12 months preceding the date shown 
(This information is required from daily, 

semiweekly, and triweekly aoweneners only. NSO 


ptt, 
aver to and or before me ys] 


da September, 
titty sagen MARION KAPPLE! 
(SEAL) (My commission expires May 19, 195. 


or holding 1 percent o 
more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 


‘ ee 


full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances 
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For Christmas Gifts 
We Offer 16 New Books 


mere 











HENRY'S 
WONDERFUL 
MODEL “T" 


Clymer’s new book, published by 


McGraw-Hill, contains a complete 
history of Henry Ford’s Model T 
from 1908 to 1927 inc. This 
beautifully bound gift album 
of Model T memories contains 
500 illustrations and 220 
pages. Photos of Model Ts 
never before published. In- 
cludes a section on engine 
numbers, photos of parts, 
model changes, and dozens 


of diagrams, many songs, jokes, cartoons of the Model T, affec- 
tionately known as the flivver, jalopy and Tin Lizzie. 
e 


These are Floyd Clymer’s latest / 


SCRAPBOOK OF FOREIGN CARS 
Hundreds of photos, charts, drawings, 
early ads of famous and many unheard of 
foreign makes. Historical, educational, 
humorous—valuable information for every 
collector. Clymer’s latest. Postpaid $2.00 
SCRAPBOOK OF FOREIGN 
MOTORCYCLES 
This valuable book of early ads, photos, 


technical data is a priceless book for 
historians and motorcycle enthusiasts. 
DED Sinrakdeoeddnoaanasarecnd $2.00 


SCRAPBOOK OF 
EARLY ADVERTISEMENTS 
Here’s a book that will tickle your funny 
bone. Historical early ads of famous 
products and hundreds long forgotten. 
Brings back the good old days in a 
humorous, informative and educational 
manner. You'll laugh yourself sick over 
the corny ads in this book. Postpaid $2.00 
SCRAPBOOK OF 
1899 AND PRIOR CARS 
A most interesting, well illustrated, de- 
scriptive book of cars built prior to 1900. 
A book that every collector and automo- 
tive historian will treasure. ee 


CATALOG OF 1912 AUTOMOBILES 
Every U.S. car manufactured in 1912 is 
illustrated, with specifications. A price- 
less book for collectors. Postpaid. .$2.50 


CATALOG OF 1927 AUTOMOBILES 
Photos and specifications of every car 
built in 1927. Postpaid............. $2.50 
ANTIQUE CAR HANDBOOK 
Every owner of a car built in the twen- 
ties or prior needs this complete service 
manual. Tells all about repairing early 
automobiles, with 300 illustrations. A col- 
lector’s item. Postpaid............. $2.50 
MOTOR SCRAPBOOK NO. 7 
In 224 information-packed pages Floyd 
Clymer presents, from his wide experi- 
ence in merchandising automobiles, a 
further chapter in the fascinating story 
of the automotive era. He includes over 
300 illustrations; he tells of various ven- 
tures in automobile manufacturing; of the 
response to the many new advancements; 
of the demise of the ‘‘assembied’’ car; 
of the thousands of accessories and spe- 
cial equipment made for the Model T 
Ford and others. Here are hours of read- 


ing «a ‘looking’ enjoyment. 
_.. , are $2.00 
De tone Fabrikoid bound........... $3.00 


MOTOR SCRAPBOOK NO. 8 
Just published, this newest of the His- 
torical Scrapbooks, contains over 400 
photos, charts, drawings and jokes about 
long-forgotten, odd, and humorous makes 
of cars. Read about, and see, such rare 
makes as Commonwealth, Chicago, Bald- 
ner, Darracq, Orlo, Royal, Eagle, Contono, 


Windsor, Pope-Tribune, Duryea, Gearless, 
Wolfe, Ricketts, Acme, Lewis, Lad’s car, 
Comet, Tulsa, Handley, Piedmont, Wills 


St. Claire, Constantinesco. Other famous 
cars—Jack Dempsey’s Kissel, Harry Tru- 
man’s Stafford, Pres. Eisenhower in R & 
L Electric. See the freakish Pneumobile 
with pneumatic springing, evolution of 
the streamline body, 1909 Car Buyer’s 
Guide, Barnum and Bailey’s first car, 2 


cycle cars, World War | Trucks. Post- 
AERP eerrrr reer $2.00 
DeLuxe Fabrikoid bound............ $3.00 


Clymer’ s Scrapbook of Early 

Auto Supplies and Equip 
1,000 illustrations of every kind of ac- 
cessory and gadget offered for early day 
cars from 1909 to 1922, including model 
“T” Fords. A laugh on every page... 
better than a comic book. Educational 
and historical, too! Postpaid....... $1.50 


CARS OF THE STARS 
and Movie Memories 
Foreword by Cecil B. deMille 

A new large (82x11) 160-page book with 
500 historical photos of early and fa- 
mous cars of movie stars, including early 
movie sets. This is a book full of pic- 
torial history of interesting bygone days 
of the movies, starting with photos of 
Thomas Edison’s first movie studio. Ev- 
ery movie fan and lover of antique cars 





will want this fascinating, educational 
and humorous book, Postpaid....... $2.50 
DeLuxe Fabrikoid Clothbound....... $4.00 


BOOK OF CAR-TOONS 
A new humorous, fascinating book of car- 
toons of cars and general subjects—by 
Cartoonists Terry and Bennett. All kinds 
of cars in 150 cartoons. A laugh on every 
page and every lover of cars and humor 
will want a copy of this new book. Post- 
DN bask nsnsve tga cwbaceaionbearsee $1.00 
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1932-55 including V8-60 







BOOKS FOR FORD OWNERS 
FORD SPEED MANUAL 


Newly revised Ford Speed Manual 
with 90 charts, photos, drawings. 
All about hot rods, late cars and 
speed tuning the V8, Ford Six and 
A and B Models. Also tune-up sec- 
tion on Mercury and Lincoln cars... . 
Postpaid $2.00 


HOW TO HOP UP 
FORD AND MERCURY 


This excellent book tells all about 
souping and speed tuning Ford and 
Mercury V8 engines by Huntington. 
120 authentic drafts, charts, 
photos. Tells how to get the most 
for your money in speed equipment 
and discusses short cuts to increase 
power output. Postpaid $2.00 


Also 
models. 
latest book on Ford maintenance valuable, 
informative and authentic. 275 charts and 
drawings. 224 pages. Priced low at $2.00. 





NEW 1955 EDITION 


FORD OWNERS HANDBOOK 


This newly revised handbook by Technical 
Editor Elfrink covers servicing of all model 
V8 Fords 
OHV engines and automatic transmissions. 
includes all 


from 1932 to 1955, including 


6-cylinder and V8-60 
Every Ford owner will find this 


BOOKS FOR CHEVROLET OWNERS 
1955 Chevrolet Owner's Handbook 


Newly revised edition just off the 
press covers all Chevrolet Six and 
new V8 engines, including Power- 
glide transmission. This book by 
Technical Editor Elfrink is a complete 
service manual that every Chevrolet 
owner should own. Full details 
about overhaul jobs and how to do 
them and technical tips for the me- 
chanic, and valuable advice for the 
ordinary owner. Postpaid 2.00 


HOW TO HOP UP 


CHEVROLET AND GMC ENGINES 
Tells all about souping and speed 
tuning the Chevrolet Six and GMC. 
Hints and tips that will help every 
private owner, as well as the speed 
tuner. Postpaid $2.00 





[ PLYMOUTH OWNER’S HANDBOOK... $2.00 | 





CLYMER’S CATALOG 

OF 1955 U. S. CARS 
Newest of Floyd Clymer’s well-known se 
ries of U.S. automobile catalogs, this 
book includes many improvements over 
previous issues, with special articles, 
both descriptive and technical, on the 
various new cars, and a pleasing new 
TS WHE oi sina orivsecnasacat $1.50 


1955 INDIANAPOLIS “500” 
OFFICIAL YEARBOOK 


The famous book that gives all facts 
about the Memorial Day 500-Mile Race 
at the Indianapolis Speedway. Floyd Cly- 
mer’s 1955 yearbook offers in 112 pages 
authentic and complete details about 
drivers, cars, results and prize winnings 
—from the first qualifications up to the 
final day. More than 350 excellent and 
thrilling photos of the drivers and their 
cars in garage area, in pits, and in ac- 
tion at speed, together with inside facts 
by such noted race writers as Russ Cat 
lin, Norman Werking and AAA Technician 
Harry Hartz. Includes an enlarged tech- 
nical section which in text and pictures 
describes new technical features and 
specifications. A new INDIANAPOLIS 
RACE annual which covers everything for 
every true race fan. Postpaid...... $1.50 
DeLuxe Edition, Fabrikoid binding. .$3.00 


INDIANAPOLIS BACK ISSUES 


1954 Yearbook....... $1.50, DeLuxe $3.00 
1953 Yearbook....... $1.50, DeLuxe $3.00 
1952 Yearbook....... $1.50, DeLuxe $3.00 
1951 Yearbook....... $1.50, DeLuxe $3.00 
1950 Yearbook....... $1.50, DeLuxe $3.00 
1949 Yearbook....... $1.50, DeLuxe $2.50 
1948 Yearbook....... $1.50, DeLuxe $2.50 
1947 Indianapolis Supplement....... $1.00 
1946 Indianapolis Supplement....... $1.00 


HOW TO BUILD 


A FIBERGLAS CAR 
This informative book by fiberglas ex- 
perts, W. |. Boyce-Smith & Edmond Kelly 
includes 60 Jorgenson drawings covering 
every step in building fibergias bodies. 
Data on styling, sketching, models, use 
of materials for making, attaching, 
trimming and finishing body. Written in 
non-technical language. Read this book 
and you can also repair fiberglass bodies. 
Postpaid $2.00 


1955 MOBILGAS ECONOMY RUN 
Complete history with 250 photos of 1955 
Mobilgas Economy Run from Los Angeles 
to Colorado Springs, Colo. Complete 
charts, drawings, photos, all contestants, 


rules, regulations and also a travelogue 
with beautiful scenic photos. Economy 
secrets revealed. Postpaid......... $1.50 


SOUPING THE STOCK ENGINE 
192 pages . all about speed tuning 
stock cars for road or track........ $2.00 

THE MODERN CHASSIS 
All about world-famous suspensions, chas- 
sis design, brakes, etc., 160 charts -and 
ONE os ccvanncasacmivacieestee $2.00 

CLYMER MAGAZINES 

AUTOMOBILE TOPICS 
America’s oldest automotive magazine 
(established 1900). The prestige magazine 
of the auto industry—different from other 
auto magazines. Contains news of the in- 
dustry, production figures, technical, en- 
gineering and racing articles, descrip: 
tions of all new model cars 

Sample, 50c; per year, $5.00 
CYCLE 
World’s largest motorcycle monthly cir- 
culation. Worldwide coverage all motor- 
cycle competition events and new models. 
Technical articles, road tests, full of in- 
teresting ads. 
Sample, 35¢; per year, $3.50 


Send Cash, Check or Money Order for Shipment by Return Mail—CATALOG FREE 





Dept. 12T 


1268 S. Alvarado St. 


Los Angeles 6, California 





World’s Largest Publisher of Books Relating to Automobiles, Motorcycles, Motor Racing & Americana 





And now: 


of Americas 


Ford TRH 


Ready to give you a new lease 
on driving fun, this newest version 
of America’s favorite dream car is 
more stunning in style . . . more 
thrilling in power ... more lux- 
urious in comfort. 


Here poised for flight, you see what 
many people hardly dreamed possible: 
a more beautiful, more powerful, more 
distinctive Thunderbird. 

The graceful contours of its long, 
low lines . . . the unique flair of its new 
spare-tire mounting . . . the dazzling 
sheen of its new two-tone colors are 
but a hint of its newness. 

It is when you put the selector in 





Hard top, soft top or open—the Thunderbird is the star in any setting! 


the 


latest version 


most exciting car: 


UNDERBIRD for ‘S56 


drive position and nudge the gas 
pedal of a Fordomatic model that the 
Thunderbird will really take you by 
the heart. Beneath the hood is a new 
225-h.p. Thunderbird Y-8, to revise 
your ideas of how acar should respond. 

Now, yo. may choose hard top, soft 
top or boti.. There’s a glass-fibre hard 
top and a foldaway fabric top. Now, 
the interiors «re richer—more beauti- 
ful than eves. Now, you get the added 
protection of Ford’s exclusive Life- 
guard design. And, as always, you 
may have optional power steering, 
brakes, windows and seat. Ask our 
Ford Dealer just how soon youcs + art 
enjoying the better things of dr .g. 


The Thunderbird’s brand-new, rear 
spare-tire mounting folds back handily, 
as quick as a wink. It adds as greatly 
to your luggage space as it does to the 
over-all beauty of the car. 

















